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The Tory party gives up 


Anthony Bevins 

and Fhan Abrams 

The Conservative election cam- 
paign began to fray at the edges 
yesterday, with despair setting 
in, public displays of anger 
and the battle increasingly 
focused on a one-man fight 
being waged by John Major. 

With only three days before 
polling day and all the polk sug- 
gesting a three-figure Labour 
majority, the Conservatives held 
no press conference, the parly's 
big hitters were largely silent, 
and Brian Mawhinney, the 
chairman, sent out a message to 
constituencies saying tHere was 
still time left to win over “mil- 
lions'’ of undecided voters. 


en by voters to Independent 
reporters yesterday. On visits to 
six marginal lory constituencies, 
they found a distinct hardening 
of Labour support. In Steve- 
nage, whidr is 37th on Labour’s 
target list and a seat the party 
must win to have any hope of 
forming a government, many 
former Conservatives said they 
would vote Labour and praised 
a strong campaign by the par- 
ty's candidate, Barbara FolletL 

In Redditch. which is 44th on 
the Labour list and where a win 
would still not give the party an 
overall Commons majority on 
a uniform national swing, sev- 
eral unhappy Conservative 
voters in a panel set up by The 
Independent have now swung 
to Labour, after vacillating 
throughout the campaign. 

Even more optimistic for 
Labour, both Cleethorpes, 
which could give Labour a ma- 
jority of more than 30. and 
Watford, which could mean a 
50-plus majority, look likely to 
fail to Labour. The party also 
seems set to retain the seat of 
Tamwurth, formerly South East 


Staffordshire, which it won in a 
by-election last year. 

Mr Blair said he took noth- 
ing for granted and deplored 
talk of landslides. Labour is 
keeping tight wraps round 
preparations for election right- 
However, the Royal Festival 
Hall has been booked for a mas- 
sive party for workers and 
volunteers, with over 1,000 

...but no 
one's told 
John 
Major 



The Prime Minister on the 
stump yesterday 

expected guests. Mr Blair is due 
to arrive mere from his Sedge- 
field constituency at around 
330am on Friday, by which 
time Labour might be assured 
of a majority government. 

Mr Major last right com- 
pleted a whistle-stop tour of the 
United Kingdom with an im- 
promptu speech on Abingdon 


Green, opposite the Commons, 
where he warned there were 
“Seventy-two hours left to save 
the Union’’ from Labour poli- 
cies on devolution and Europe. 

The enthusiasm of the 
audience for his performance, 
staged to coincide with 6pm 
news bulletins, was explained by 
the fact that at least 90 of them 
were counted by The Indepen- 
dent returning to Conservative 
Central Office after it ended. 

The Prime Minister’s ap- 
pearance at Westminster meant 
he could have appeared on the 
ITV 500 programme last night 
- Michael Heseltine stood in for 
him - and prompted Labour 
charges that he had “chick- 
ened out” of appearing before 
an audience of & real people”. * 

When the charge was put to 
the Deputy Prime Minister he 
lost his temper in the television 
studio. Sue Lawtesy, hosting the 
programme, said that although 
Tony Blair and Paddy Ashdown 
had made thefr appointments to 
appear, Mr Major had pulled 
out just a few days beforehand. 

Mr Heseltine protested that 
Mr Major was in Northern Ire- 
land and could not have an- 
nounced the visit for security 
reasons. Hearing a member of 
the audience shout, “chicken!" 
Mr Heseltine said: “If you think 
the Prime Minister going to 
Northern Ireland is chicken, 
then yon haven't the faintest 
idea what a brave -and coura- 
geous man is about” 

But the lories were dogged 
during the day by what Dr 
Mawhinney told constituency 
chairmen amounted to no more 
than “groundless tittle-tattle'’ 
about disarray in Conservative 
Central Office and a leadership 
contest already running for the 
replacement of Mr Major. 

Both Mr Heseltme and Ken- 
neth Clarke, Chancellor of the 
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Going up in smote: Kenneth Clarice in pensive mood yesterday at Blackpool sifter femfing off questions an a leadership contest Photograph: Tom Riston 


Exchequer, were asked during 
the day about their intentions 
for a leadership contest 
; Pursued by the question in 
Blackpool, Mr Garke said: 
“What you are talking about is 
not going to happen if we. get H 


right on Thursday.” Ladbrokes “Among the settling of scores Campbell, told BBC radio’s vative MPs of the Qne Nation 
reported heavy betting on Mr^ancT die mtdmecme 1 warfare, - Woridld One programme:- “If variety who will find the issue 


reported heavy betting on Mr 
Heseltme as next leader, malting 
him 7-2 co-fewurite with Michael 
Portillo and Michael Howard. 
.i.Feier Mandelson, Labour’s 
campaign manager, ... .said: 


'"aiuT the internecine warfare, 
there’s an-awful lot of Umber- 
ing up and auditions being car- 
ried out by would-be leadership 
challenges. " The Liberal De- 
mocrat spokesman, Metm’es 


World at Cw programme:- Jl 
the Conservative Ruiy embarks 
upan the kind of anti-European 
course to which it appears to be 


variety who will find the issue 
of Europe too much for them, 
and will certainly be looking 
round to find another place, an- 


set, then I think there will be a other' party perhaps to which 
substantial number of Conser- they should add their support.” 


Strange case of the diamond 
dealer and the £20000 gifts 



Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

A millionaire diamond dealer 
who gave more than £20,000 to 
John Major's Conservative con- 
stituency association was later 
invited io go on a prestigious 
trade mission to Israel and Jor- 
dan with the Prime Minister. 

According to correspon- 
dence leaked to The Indepen- 
dent. Willie NageL, who also 
owned a lobbying company 
culled Punchlines, attempted to 
interest Mr Major in an un- 
manned aircraft developed by 
Israel, even though there was an 
urms embargo for Israeli equip- 
ment at the time. Mr Nagel also 
lobbied him on a number of oth- 
er matters before going on the 
trip in March 1995. 

The revelations wifi reopen 
questions about Tory links with 
big business and the party's 
fundraising efforts which are a 
closely-guarded secret. 

Mr'Nagel is one of only five 
official diamond brokers for 
De Beers, the South African 


mining conglomerate, and 
claims to have extensive busi- 
ness connections throughout 
the European Union, Eastern 
Europe, Israel and the USA. 

He was introduced in the 
early 1990s to Peter Brown, Mr 
Major's constituency agent, by 
Benjamin Peri, a friend of Mir 
Major's. Mr Perl runs a picture 
frame factory in the Prime Min- 
ister's Huntingdon constituency, 
but Mr Nagel has no connection 
with the constituency. 

Mr Brown was taken to Wim- 
bledon and sent various gifts 
including a magnum of cham- 
pagne. They also met for lunch. 
According to a letter from Mr 
Brown, Mr Nagel then offered 
sponsorship of £10,000 for two 
local Tory party events follow- 
ing the 1992 election victory. 

The subsequent invoice is for 
“advertising in brochures for aL 
least two major functions in the ; 
year 1992 and to include regu- • 
lar political briefings and new j 
bulletins". Such a formulation/ 
means that the donations do not 
have to be revealed as political 


contributions. At another lunch, 
Mr Nagel talked with Mr Brown 
about the Pioneer, an un- 
manned aircraft project by Israel 
Aircraft Industries. 

He then wrote to Mr Major 
passing on the material and 
saying: *Tm not suggesting that 
any action could be taken upon 
tbils, but I wonder whether you 
might pass the information on 
to any.' department concerned 
with such equipment.” 

However, at the time - No- 
vember 1992 - there was an 
arms embargo for equipment 
from Israel. After the embargo 
was lifted in May 1994, the Mm- 
isuy of Defence did consider the 
Pipneer as an alternative to the 
Phoenix project which had been 
delayed by technical problems. 
A team of RAF officers was sent 
■to Israel in 1995, but in Octo- 
ber 1996 the MoD decided to 
stick with the Phoenix. 

Mr Nagel also met Norma 
Major, who paid a visit to his 
Hoi born office where she had 
lunch with his family and ex- 
amined some of his diamonds. 


However, his efforts to be- 
friend Mr Major appear to 
have become unwelcome and a 
memo from Mr Brown to Mr 
Major in August 1994 raises the 
problem of how to deal with the 
“persistence’' of Mr NageJ. who 
at one point is accused of be- 
ing a ‘telephone trespasser" be- 
cause he called the Prime 
Minister at home. 

He had tried to alert Mr Ma- 
jor to the fed thatthe new man- 
aging director of Marks & 
Spencer, Andrew Stone, had 
tried Lo arrange a private lunch 
between himself and Tbny Blair. 

However, relations appeared 
to have been repaired because 
Mr Major invited Mr Nagel to 
go on the trade mission to 
Israel in March 1995. 

Mr Nagel did not return The 
Independent's calls and last 
night. 

A spokesman for Conserva- 
tive Central Office said: “I very 
much doubt die Prime Minister 
knew about who was going on 
the trip. The list was put to- 
gether by the DTI and No 10.” 




A model of the fountain of antimatter that US 
scientists have found pouring out of the Mfflqr Way 


over matter in 
dispute over 
antimatter 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

When antimatter and matter meet, they an- 


Nuw it seems the same can happen when 
American astronomers' claims reach the 
ears of rivals on this side of the Atlantic: 
after a brief burnt, the two cancel each 
other out. 

Yesterday, a team from the US space 
agency announced that they had found a 
“fo untain of antimatter” pouring out of the 
centre of our galaxy, the MUky Wby. Ac- 
cording to the team, the “fountain” consisted 
of positrons - positively-charged electrons, 
the “antipartide” of the. standard electron 
- which might be produced by the super- 


massive black hole known to hirk at the 
galaxy’s middle, 25,000 light years away. 

When a positron meets an electron, the 
two particles destroy each other and give 
off a burst of gamma rays. The Nasa work 
followed a detailed mapping effort aimed 
at the source of gamma rays in the centre 
of the galaxy. 

“The origin of this new and unexpected 
source of antimatter is a mystery,” said 
William Puree 1L assistant professor of 
physics and astronomy at Northwestern 
University. 

Whkfa sounded fine; except that Sir Mar-: 
tyn Rees, the British Astronomer Royal, 
reckoned that, strictly speaking, not only 
was this not antimatter, but it wasn't a 
mystery where it came from. 
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“I don't think it's wildly exciting" Sir 
Martyn said yesterday. "They haven't ac- 
tually found evidence of antiprotons [the 
antimatter equivalent of the proton] - just 
positrons. They're everywhere: they can be 
produced by the decay of radioactive ele- 
ments in the leftovers of a supernova. What 
they really, haven’t found is antimatter, be- 
cause there aren’t any antiprotons." 

If there were large amounts of antimatter 
.atoms in our galaxy it would be very sur- 
prising, because of its readiness to react with 
- and destroy - normal matter. The vast 
majority of die universe is believed to con- 
sist of normal matter, though scientists be- 
lieve that there may be whole galaxies 
consisting entirely of antimatter. So for 
though, Nasa has.not found anv. 
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Only the LIBERAL DEMOCRATS say what Britain needs, 
what it will cost and where the money will come from. 








Invest in Education - cutting class sizes, giving 
/schools more 1 books and equipment and giving til 3 
i and 4 year olds quality nursery education. The 
Investment of £2 billion per year will be paid for by 
putting an extra penny in die pound on income tax.. 
Together with our other tax proposals, this will mean a 
net increase of 45 p per week to the average tax payer. 
l Safeguard our NHS - cutting waiting lists, 

^^liberal democrats. 


employing more doctors and nurses, restoring free 
eye tests and dental check ups. The cost of £550 
million per year will be paid for by adding 5p to a 
packet of cigarettes and dosing tax loopholes. - - - 
Tackle crime - putting; 3,000 more police on the 
beat. The cost of £60 million will be paid for by cutting 
wasteful Government, spending on advertising and 
management consultants. 

HAKE THE DIFFERENCE 
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BA awaits verdict on 
terror threat protest 

A French court wQI rule today whether British Airways was within 
£ rights to refuse, for security reasons to operate check-in desks at 
ParisCharles de Gaulle airport next to those of the Algerian 

at the main French airport have been severely 
tiisniD ted since Saturday because the airline has dosed its check-ins 
durioe the busiest part of the day. Passengers with more than hand- 
lumafe have been advised by BA to switch to other airlines, or take 
Sain- Alternatively, BA has been inviting them to By without 
their luggage, which is delivered to their homes the next day. 

Following a number of bomb attacks in France connected to the 
Algerian civil war, British Airways claims that the presence of Air 
Aleerie in the neighbouring check-in desks greatly increases the 
threat of its passengers or staff being injured in a terrorist attack. 
The Algerian air line resumed flights from Charles de Gaulle 

airport on Friday, after a two year break. John Lichfield - Parte 

BBC settles Barclay libel battle 

The BBC has settled a long-running legal battle with the reclusive 
newspaper and property millionaires David and Frederick Barclay. 

The BBC and Observer journalist John Sweeney apologised in 
the High Court yesterday to the brothers - owners of the Scotsman 
and European newspapers and the Ritz hotel - and paid just under 
£ 15,000 to the brothels’ favourite charity for a libel committed on 
BBC Radio Guernsey. 

The brothers have pursued the BBC and Mr Sweeney, who 
presented the programme about them, through the french courts 
for both libel and breach of privacy as well as complaining to the 
Broadcasting Standards Council in the UK. The apology and 
payment is in settlement of both UK and French legal actions, and 
the broadcasting standards complaint, which has only so far been 
heard in part, wiii be dropped by the brothers. Raul McCann 

Singer fined over street fracas 

Rap ana soul singer Mark Morrison was yesterday fined £750 for 
threatening behaviour and told that with “feme comes a 
responsibility to behave". Leicester magistrates were told that the 
24-year-old an ge r - who has had several lop 10 hits; including 

“Return of the Made" -was 
arrested after an early morning 
fracas in the city centre during 
the Easter weekend Morrison, 
(left) of Netting H31, west 
London, was tokl fay the 
chairman of the bench: "This is 
not the first time and it is quite 
dear that if you continue then 
there is a likelihood that you 
•win ruin your career and your 
own future. With feme comes a 
responsibility to behave in a 
proper manner, not only for 
yourself but for those 
youngsters who look up to you." 

Digital radio plans unveiled 

Britain will receive over 30 digital radio services by 1999 after the 
Radio Authority confirmed yesterday that it will start advertising 
20 digital commercial licences next spring. 

In a letter to the Commercial Radio Companies Association, the au- 
thority has promised a “fast-bum” approach to bring dozens of new 
digital services on-air at the same time. Home-owners will need digital 
radios to receive the stations which wfll also cany small “TV" screens 
for text and data services - so far only prototype digit al receivers are 
available but commercially priced digital radios wfllfre launched later- - 
this year. Britain’s three national commercial stations, Virgin, Udk and 
Classic FM, will all be offered guaranteed places on the radio multi- 
plex. The BBC has been digitally broadcasting its five national stations 
and dedicated parliament and sports services since 1995. Pud McCann 

Care costs ruling upheld 

A council's right to sell a person's home in order to claw back 
nursing home fees was upheld in the High Churl yesterday. 

Despite the fact that David Harcombe had returned from 
Australia to care for his 84-year-old mother, the judge ruled that 
councils had a wide discretion to impose such charges “to ensure 
residents with assets are not maintained at public expense" .Mrs 
Harcombe had wanted to leave her house to her children, including 
Mr Harcombe who lives there, but now much of the money from its 
sale will have to pay off the residential home fees. Local authorities 
must disregard the value of a property where a spouse or a relative 
who is either under 16. over 60 or disabled lives. But they are 
allowed to use their discretion in other cases. Glenda Cooper 

Why gardeners can discount drought 

A water company is offering gardeners cash discounts on drought- 
resistant plants in a bid to save resources this summer. Severn 
Trent Water is linking up with 60 garden centres in the Midlands to 
offer a 10 per cent discount throughout the season. Gardeners will 
be able to purchase lavender, wallflowers and salvias as well as 
watering cans, water butts and compost bins at special prices. 
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‘English Patient 
in the best 
of health 

Hot on the heels of his triumph 
at the Oscars, film director 
Anthony Mingheila is set to step 
back into the limelight at tonighf s 
Bafta awards ceremony with The 
English Patient tipped to sweep all 
before it 

The film - which won nine 
Oscars -received a record 13 
Bafta nominations and has already 
garnered three of a possible seven 
awards in the craft section a few 
weeks ago, for music, 
cinematography and editing. The 
six remaining nominations are for 
best film, direction, adapted 
screenplay, leading actor and 
actress and supporting actress. 

Marty of the film categories at 
the British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts awards offer the 
chance of a consolation prize to 
those talents overlooked in 
Hollywood iflee English Patient star 
Kristin Scott Thomas (pictured), 
Hollywood veteran Lauren Bacall 
and Mike Leigh's Secrets And Lies, 
which received no Oscars despite 
five nominations. 

The ceremony at the Royal 
Albert Hall, highlight of Britain’s 
showbusiness awards' calendar, 
also offers recognition of-the best 



in television. Top programmes in 
the running for the television 
prizes include Only Fools And 
Horses and Hillsborough. 

The Mrs Merton Show has two 
nominations and Rory Bremner, 
Who Else? has three, as does 
acclaimed BBC2 drama Our . 
Friends In The North. 

News, sport, factual and talk 
shows also get their chance of 
'awards. 

The ceremony - which wfll be 
attended by the Princess Royal, 
president of Bafta - will be hosted 
by Lenny Henry and screened on 
BBCl at 10pm. 


Boy with one arm 
wins professional 
football signing 

A teenager bom with one arm is 
set for a career in professional 
football after signing for his local 
club. 

Chris Pernor, 15, formally joined 
Second Division Walsall FC when 
he signed schoolboy forms in front 
of almost 6,000 fans before Satur- 
day’s home game against 
Brentford. 

The midfielder was invited to 
join the Saddlers school of 
excellence after scouts spotted 
him playing for the Walsall Schools 
representative side. 

Chris, of Beechdale, Walsall* 
who was bom wfth his right arm ■ 
finishing just below the elbow, . 
said: "All the lads I play against • 
just treat me as normal, and \ 
it has never caused me a . y 
problem.” . V 

Walsall’s liaison officer, BiJI 
Jones, said: “He’s a very good 
player - we wouldn't have taken 
him on unless we thought he 
had a chance of making it 
■Although he has this disability, 
he does everything for himself and 
he’s not embarrassed by his . 
disability at all. He's very quick, 
gets good crosses hi and he can 
also defend." 
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C 5 gets a poor reoep® 0 ” | 

from target audience j 

Among fi-to 24 -year-olds - Channel 5*“ <llu , , 

35-per cent believe the channel “ ^Sj^nncl on air- ARW "£. | 
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CRIME 

Nigerians top UK’s fraud league 

West African criminals art report, 

frauds carried out m the estim**® 55 thal 


the swindles are: Offering noMrisfrmtCTrgo at ? “ 
payment up-front (one man lost £250,000), multiple 
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new advertising campaign aimed at Britain's messiest group - 

^Lrthe^eri^ of advertisements, by the Foultcr agency, an i animated 
Tidyman w hi appear on television and cinema screens grabbing a 
silhouette bey who drops rubbish, and dumping him in a litter bin. 
Ttdyman then makes off with the messy silhouette's girlfriend, to the 
line: “Use abin.lt beats getting your bird nicked by a logo." 

The Tfdy Britain Group, the charity behind Tidyimn, found tretl. 
in 1995, 661 out of 723 littering offences recorded by the police 
were committed by males, most of whom were teenagers. 


CONSUMER TRENDS 


Shoppers take to streets at night 

In less Hum a decade nearly a third of trips to the doctor; 
hairdresser or dentists wiD be made in the evening, according to a 
new report. 

And, by the year 2005, 30 per cent of our “persona) -business 
travel" - visits to places such as the dry-cleaners - will take place 
between 5pm and 10pm, compared with 17.4 per cent today: In 1985 
to 1986, 6w4 per cent of shopping trips took place between 6 and 
10pm. By last year it had increased to 9 percent and is expected to 
be 15 per cent by 2006. “Convenience is king,*’ said Leon Kreitzman 
of the Future Foundation, the analysts who produced the interim 
findings of the 24 Hour Society report for BT and First Direct. 

“A real demand for die 24-hour society is growing." Glenda Cooper 

TRANSPORT 

Sting in the tailback over new jobs 

An expected “explosion” of 150,000 new jobs in London in (he 
run-up to the millennium will pose a serious challenge to the 
capital’s transport system, a new report warned yesterday. 

The work would be created in information technology, 
telecommunications, finance and business services, said the 
London Chamber of Commerce study. “These figures are I 
wonderful news, but there is a sting in the tail," Simon SpeYrvu. 
chief executive of the organisation, said. “By the year 201X3/ ‘ 
London Underground will be near breaking point ... and London’s 
roads will be approaching gridlock. This is insanity." 
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NEWSPAPERS V 
SUPPORT RECYCLING r 

Recycled paper made up 4 U 2 % of 

the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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■ Once again, its a landslide for Dell. Ar just £1.049 (£1.261.95 inc. delivery & VAT) the 
Dell Dimension™ XPS M 166s is one of the most attractive routes to power ever - with its 
Pentium’ fasr Pentium* Processor with MMX 01 technology 166HHz. And since this high-spec machine 
comes pre-loaded with Microsoft* Office 97 (SBE). i tWins the business vote. So how can 
Dell offer a deal so much better than the opposition? 

It helps to be the world's largest direct PC manaufacturetf 
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^<ii Boy George: said Brandon 

Weleon 


Clare Garner 

- I^.Geon^ the DJ and former 
smjer in Odtnxe Ch*h, sa i d yesr'. 
today that Kirk Brandon, the 
frontman of Spear of.Destiny 
and Theatre of Hale, had. been 
“the great lave” of his life in die 
early. Eighties. 

George told the High Court 
that he- and Brandon had 
shared a bed more than 100 
“times and, although they never 
' had intercourse, had enjoyed 
mutual masturbation and oth- 
er sexual activities . 

Brandon, 40, from East Dul- 
wich, south London, who is 
now married with a baby daugh- 
ter admits sharing a bed with 


George “once in a while”, but . 


tivity took place. . 

. Ife is suing Geoigem bis real 
name of George O'Dowd, the 
book publishers Sidgwick and 


muse publishers EMI Virgin 
Musidor malicious falsehood 
over his 1993 autobiography. 
Take It Like A Man, and a song 
entitled Unfinished Business. 

George stated in his autobi- 


Yesterday he accused Bran-' 
don of being homophobic in 
bringmgthe court action *1 said 
in my book that you ware very 
talented and 1 loved you,”. he 


said. "Where is. the damage in 
that? I am much more brutal 
about myself in the book than 
anybody else 7 ' 

C&allenged that he was lying 
about their wnmal relationship 
and had not produced any evi- 
dence to substantiate it, he con- 
tinued; “I’ve never seen my 
father and mother having sex, 
bm I know they did because Tm 
here. Bur I’ve never sera them 
have sex so I can’t -prove it- IVe 
got plenty of friends and rela- 
tives Tve newer seen copulating 
but it doesn't mean they haven't 
had sex.” 

Their relationship, he added, 

had been obvious to every- 
body. “We were inseparable,” 


he said. “We held hands in 
public. At the time I was walk- 
ing around in higb-beded shoes 
and very outrageous dothes. I 
was vetywdl-known in London, 
being around me was obvious 
to everybody.” 

Geoige described how the re- 
lationship faltered on one of his 
more colourful days. Brandon’s 
sister was up from Devon. 
Geoige was . dressed as 
Boadicea at a gig. “It’s right to 
say we didn't really hit it off/ 1 
be said. 

Earlier yesterday, a number 
of witnesses said they had seen 
the two men in bed together or 
behaving affectionately in pub- 
lic and presumed they were hav- 


ing a relationship. At one stage 
in the hearing the pair argued 
m court over which of them was 
obsessed with the other. George 
denied that he was obsessed 
with Brandon. 

“You know we had a reb- 
“tionship and I t hink the obses- 
sion is more on your part than 
mine. If you thought I was in- 
sane, why lake this action? 
Why not just shrug and sav: 
■He’s mad*?” 

George did, however, admit 
that he was sad when Brandon 
got married two years ago. 

H I don't know why, but that's 
why 1 wrote the song Unfinished 
Business. I was expressing my 
true feelings about Kirk. 


“He has denied our rela- 
tionship for 20 years. If there 
was no relationship, then why 
are we in court 20 years bier 
fighting about it?” 

When asked by Brandon 
whether he considered himself 
“a self-pubBcising homosexual”, 
George replied: “1 would say 1 
am proud of my sexual orien- 
tation. I don’t think it’s anything 
to he ashamed of - do you?” 

Brandon answered that he 
was not ashamed of his sexual 
orientation “at all”. 

“My wife is quite happy with 
me. My daughter is quite hap- 
py with me. That's quite good 
enough for me,” he said. 

The hearing continues. 



Kirk Brandon: denies any 
homosexual activity 
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hype season 
starts here 


Be you simian or sapien, 
you will be welcome at the launch of 

Great Apes 

by Will Self 

On the Members Lawn at London Zoo 
Tuesday 29th April. 6.30pm to 3.30pm 
(Private Functions Gate. Outer Circle, 
Repents Park) 


WflSeff (right) and the invitation (above) to 
tonight's launch party Ptrotwriontage: MarkHayman 
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FbrgefXscot andHenley. The 
alternative season -begins this, 
ev&fipgoik the lawn at London 
Zoo. Already the object of a me^ 
<tiA frenzy after his exploits on 
. the.PM’s jet, Wffl Self will be 
there to launch his second nov- 
el t- the aptly-titled Great Apes 
in front or the book world's 
higher primates. 

- Just to show that there real- 
ly is nosucb thing as bad pub- 
licity, ; Self's publishers have 
despatched press actings about 
his heroin confessions to re- 
viewers along with copies of the 
book. But these days, publish- 
ers think .that warm reviews 
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noise m the literary menagerie. 

Even -without Selfs notoriety, " 
the party m such a veftueTvdwd 
fire the opening shotsin a war 
for media attention feat grows 
more savage evetyjtiif 
. . But jmrdfflsed hype caiibadc- 
fire badly. Last yeafs ^teaser 
— for the paperirftfcof, 
s Thelnfikmafidrri 
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book behind an enigmatic logo 
that sprouted cto bus sbehers. So 
publishers hope that . their 
favoured novels can not only 
scale tile charts after their PR 
blitzes - at a post that can top 
£100.000 - but' also contend for 
a major fiction award. 

' Tnayear,Kcador , s hopes ibr 
a Booker Prize victory are fo- 
cused on John Banvme. The 
Irish novelst and literary editor 
of file Irish Times has slipped 
into the mainstream with The 
Untouchable - his fictionalised 
life of the Fourth Man, Sir An- 
thooy Blunt ‘ . . 

Prize success alone can still 
sell books in vast quantities. In 
1996, Kate Atkinson’s triumph 
in the Whithredd Awards for Be- 
hind die Scenes at the Museum 
helped to shift nearly 400,000 
copies of a debut novel by a for- 
merly unkn own writer. This 
. week, it still features in the pa- 
peaback Tbp 40. 

- Meanwhile, awards for fiction 
grow ever more numerous and 
iterative: The £30,000 Grange 
JPtite&r women’s fiction—wan 


last year by Helen Dunmore- 
has survived quarrels- over sep- 
aratism and tmll release a sec- 
ond shortlist cm 7 May.. 

Soon after wfll come news of 
the ultimate literary block- 
buster. The management com- 
pany IMFAC sponsors an 
international award for fiction 
worth £100,000 to the winner. Its 
first recipient was David Maloti 
for Remembering Babylon. This 
year's .contenders include 
Marvem Collar, a much-loved 
novel of the Ibiza rave scene by 
the Scottish writer Alan Warn- 
er. 

Yet the Booker, now almost 
30years did, keeps a cachet that 
survives the larger sums of- 


fered by its younger rivals. The 
1997 award may prove to be the 
hariest-fbogjht contest, foryems. 
The drag factor may help or hin- 
der Sd£ but Btoairawiy already 
have firm hopes of a Booker tri- 
umph with Fugitive Pieces, the 
lyrical debut novel from Anne 
Michaels. 

HarperCoBiiK will want to see 
the £150,000 it spent on a first 
novel by the Indian writer 
Arundhati Roy, The God of 
Small Things, rewarded by at 
least some shortlist appear- 
ances. Viking Penguin expects 
Jim Grace’s Quarantine - are- 
imagining ofJeais^cgdeal in the 
wilderness - to appdal strongly 
to prize judges. . * 


Later m the year, new works 
by Ian McEwan, Nadine 
Gardiner, Brian Moore and 
Bernard MacLaveity will be 
jostling for attention, miring a 
hard sell with sidelong bids for 
critical acclaim.' 

AH this frantic schmoozing 
can pay off for years to come. 
Five years ago, Bloomsbury’s 
founder Liz Calder put a huge 
effort into promoting a complex 
and poetic new novel by a little- 
known Sri Lankan-Oma di an 
author. It paid off. Michael 
Ondaatje's The English Patient 
went on to share the Booker 
Prize - and that, as everyone 
now knows, turned out to be far 
from the final chapter. 


H umans are what they are because of 
their humanity. Humans in the wild 
are very different from chimpanzees. 
Human social organisation may be Impres- 
sively complex when viewed through the lens 
of scientific enquiry, but stripped of this, the 
raw facts are brute. Humans often consort - 
and therefore mate - for Rfa. instead of resolv- 
ing conflict In a simple manner concordant 
with dominance hierarchies, human society 
appears horribly anarchic; bands of humans 
gather to propagate their own “ways of fife" 
(perhaps primitive forms of ideology) on their 
fellows. And while humafts may display as 
much regard for their offspring as chim- 
panzees do, their perverse adhesion to the 
organising principle of monogamy (perverse 


because h confers no apparent genetic ad- 
vantage) means the gulf between "group” 
and community ties is large. Old humans are 
disregarded and neglected tar more than old 
chimpanzees. 

But perhaps most significant Is the human 
attitude to touch. Humans, because of their 
lack of a protective coot, have not evolved the 
complex rituals of grooming and touch that 
so define chimpanzee social organisation and 
gesticulation. Imagine not being groomed 1 
It is almost unthinkable to a chimpanzee that 
a significant portion of the day should not be 
given over to this most cohering and sensual 
of activities. Undoubtedy it is this lack of 
grooming that renders human sexuality so 
bizarre to us. 
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news 


Deputy attacks 
Grade in battle 
for C4 control 
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|ZDb Brown 

Media Editor 

The battle to succeed Michael 
Grade at Channel 4 took a new 
twist yesterday in reports that 
the highly respected internal 
candidate. John Willis, the di- 
rector of programmes, had 
launched a scathing personal 
attack on his outgoing boss. 

It was claimed by sources 
dose to Mr Willis, who is Mr 
Grade's deputy, that he had de- 
cided it was time to emerge 
from the shadow of his more 
flamboyant boss to smash the 
-myth of Michael Grade” when 
he was interviewed for the pest 
last week. 

The source claimed Mr Willis 
showed a new ruthless side last 
Tuesday when he outlined his 
“Manifesto for Four” to the trio 
of directors charged with find- 
ing a new chief executive for 
Channel 4: the company’s chair- 
man Sir Michael Bishop, former 
Granada chief David Plowright 
and Dr Mary McAleese, pro- 
fessor of law at Queen's Uni- 
versity, Belfast. 

The panel was taken aback to 
be told that Mr Grade may have 
been a great front man for 
Channel 4, but be bad not at- 
tended a scheduling meeting for 
three years. 


Mr Willis, the son of Lord 
WILIis, the creator of Dixon of 
Dock Green, has been described 
as the unsung hero of C hann el 
4 by Channel 5^ Chief Execu- 
tive, David Elstein. 

He enjoys wide respect in the 
television industry. But he and 
his supporters must have been 
alarmed by press speculation at 
the weekend suggesting that 


6 We are all 
amazed by this 
nonsense, 
frankly? 


Michael Jackson, one of the 
BBC’s top television execu- 
tives, was emerging as the clear 
favourite to capture what he and 
many others have described as 
the best job in broadcasting. 

The story emanated in an 
Evening Standard report al- 
legedly originating from pro- 
Wfllis delegates from the 
channel’s comedy and enter- 
tainment department 

In London, at Channel 4's 


headquarters, the broadcast! 
er*s press office did its best last 
night to dampen down spin- 
doctoring for different candi- 
dates. 

A spokesman said: “We are 
all amazed by this nonsense 
frankly, not least those who at- 
tended the meeting in which 
John Willis is alleged to have 
launched his attack.” 

Mr WElis, who is 50, has had 
a quiet image in the television 
industry until now. 

Those putting the case for 
Michael Jackson and John 
Willis contend that creative 
leadership is what is required 
and commercial acumen can be 
supplied by David Scott, who 
was promoted from director of 
finance to managing director of 
Channel 4 shortly- before 
Michael Grade announced he 
was leaving. 

Yet the possibility of privati- 
sation wifi contmue to haunt the 
station even - or perhaps es- 
pecially - if Labour wins the 
general election on Thursday. 
If the incoming government 
does decide to raise some rev- 
enue for the Treasury by selling 
off a TV company, the Chan- 
nel 4's board would almost cer- 
tainly want a leading business 
figure to lead it into a cut-throat 
commercial future. 



Rise and shine: Climbers, here going for a fastest ascent record in 1936, are being asked to 


pay for Ben Nevis's upkeep Photograph: Kcyston* 


View from Ben Nevis comes at a price 


Simon Reeve 

Groups of walkers who wheeze and r • 
groan their way up Ben Nevis, the na- 
tion's highest mountain, are to be in- 
vited to pay for the privilege. 

After Local concern at the number 
of extra rangers required to direct 
competitors at walking and charity 
events, and the amount of litter they 
generate, local councillors have decid- 
ed to ask for donations from larger 
charily groups who “descend” on Ben 


Nevis' as part of a Three Peaks chal- 
lenge (the other mountains being 
Snowdon and Scafell). - 
According to an internal report by 
John MacDonald, the Cultural & 
Leisure Services Manager for the 
Highland council, the effects of large 

S i on the local en v i ronm ent and 
es “can often be very serious.” 
“Managing these groups can in- 
volve the council in additional costs 
due to staff time, additional litter, 
clearing, hire of skips, extra toilet 


cleaning, etc,” he wrote. After a meet- 
ing yesterday, however, members of 
the Lochaber council’s Cultural and 
Leisure Services Committee unani- 
mously agreed not to impose a charge 
on walkers, for example through the 
Use of turnstiles or pay-booths. 

“It is a basic tenet of faith in High- 
land life that access to the land is 
free and that is an inalienable princi- 
ple,” said Peter Peacock, the High- 
land Council Convener. But, 
according to Councillor and commit- 


tee chair. Neil Clark, the congestion 
^ get sl-rious: “Believe it or not. we 
have experience of as .many l * 1 ’ 

thousand people suddenly dt.su nd 
ing on Glen Nevis, sometimes in »*■ 
dead of nighu'and then heading up 

lh Even if the council do try to impo* 
or invite payment, however, u «*» ** 
virtually impossible for them to regu- 
late anv levy, as the council does not 
actually own either Ben Nevis or 
access to it. 
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Loyalists foil to blow 
up Sinn Fein office 


YOUR HOME 

WITH 

UP TO £12,000 
CASHBACK 


You can picture just how you want your house to look but think you’ll have to ‘make-do’ with 
the decor for now, right? Wrong. 

Whether you’re moving home, a first time buyer or remortgaging you could have up to £12,000 
to furnish things the way you want, when you want, with an Enhanced Cashback mortgage from 
Abbey National. 

The rate you pay is variable and based on Abbey National’s Standard Variable Rate, currently 

7.29% (7.7% APR). 


David McKtttrkk, 

Ireland correspondent 

An attempt by loyalist terrorists 
to Now up Sinn Fein's offices in 
West Belfast with a large bomb 
faifedyesterday when the device 
failed to explode. 

The attack coincided with 
John Major’s visit to Belfast but 
did not appear to be linked to 
it 

The bomb was left in a stolen 
car outside the Sinn Fein offices 
an the Falls Road, at a spot 
which is close to many houses. 

Army experts dealt with the de- 
vice using two controlled ex- 
plosions, and police said later 
it contained SO JdHogramroes of 
home-made explosives, a boost- 
er charge and detonating 
mechanism. 

Roy Dunne, a Royal Ulster 
Constabulary Chief Inspector, 
said that only the professional- 
ism and expertise of the bomb 
disposal officers had prevented 
serious injury and damage. 


The period of the general 
election campaign has seen a 
sharp reduction in violence 
from both republican and loy- 
alist terrorist sources, but thus 
attack has obviously rerived 
fears that the relative calm 
could be shattered. 

Loyalist sources and others 
have said that extreme Protes- 
tant groups might well retaliate 
for the IRA gun attack which se- 
riously injured a policewoman 
in Deny several weeks ago, but 
the loyalists have since been 
almost eerily quiet. 

' The pattern of recent months 
has been for loyalists to react 
with what one source charac- 
terised as “measured retalia- 
tion” for acts of IRA violence. 

It is not known whether yes- 
terday’s foiled attack means 
thw will consider honour to be 
satisfied, or whether they will at- 
tempt to strike again. 

But coming as close to 
polling day as it has, inevitably 
means that security at polling 
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Cashback 

Extra Interest charged 

(in addition to Standard Variable Rate). 


+0.4% 


7% 

+0.75% 


Call into your local branch or phone Abbey National Direct 

on 0800 100 800 quoting reference A492H/13 and ask for 
further details. 
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n NATIONAL 

www. abbeynational .co.uk 
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stations will be reviewed. Sinn 
Fein election candidaie Gem - 
Kelly accused the Prime Min- 
ister of ignoring the incident. He 
said: "It is notable that on the 
day Mr Major visits Bellas! he 
is silent about this incident. 
This attack was carried out by 
loyalists who hope no Marne will 
be attached to them because 
they did not claim it." 

Meanwhile, a prison warder 
was released unharmed after 
being held hostage for more 
than four hours at Maghuher- 
ry prison near Lisburn. Co 
Antrim. He was grabbed by two 
prisoners who brandished what 
appeared to be two firearms 
and held him in a cell. 

Later the men voluntarily 
gave up their weapons and 
surrendered, and were trans- 
ferred to a segregated unit in 
the jail. They were said to 
have connections with a minor 
republican organisation, the 
Irish National Liberation 
Army. 
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Girt who took 
ecstasy tablet 
died after 
being refused 
a new liver 
by doctors 


Jeremy Laurance . 

. Health -Editor. . : 

The grandmother of a teenag- 

- crwho died after being denied 
a liver transplant . yesterday 
challenged the right of a famous 
Scottish footballex to have two 
such operations when her own 
granddaughter had been, re- 
fused one. 

jy Margaret Firie, 56, a former 
^juxiliaiy nurse, told a fatal ac- 
cident inquiry she had become 
angry when told by doctors at 
Edinburgh Royal Infi rmar y that 
her granddaughter, Michelle 
Paul, would not receive a new 
liver in the transplant unit. 
Michelle. 15, was admitted with 
liver failure and died 23 days af- 
ter taking half an ecstasy tablet 
at a rave near her home in Ab- 
erdeen. 

Mrs Pine said she had asked 
one of the members of the. 
medical team at the unit. Dr 
Niall Fmlayson. why former 
Rangers and Scotland soccer 
star Jim Baxter, whom she de- 

- scribed as an “ex-alcohofiefoot- 
ball player”, had been entitled 
to two liver transplants. 

She rilflimed that Dr Fill- 
layson told her the decision not 
to give her granddaughter a 
transplant had been made bn 
moral grounds by the senior 
member of the £eam, Dr Hilary 
Sanfey. . 

Mrs Pixie said the moral 
grounds era which the decision 
had been made were related to 

- Michelle's mother Carolann’s ' 
background — she is a self-con- 
fessed former drug addict -and 
Michelle’s admission that die 
took ecstasy. 

However, when she met Dr 
Sanfey herself, the surgeon just 
kept saying that Michelle was 
medically unfit for a transplant, . 
' Mrs Pirie told the inquiry at Ab- 
' erdeen Sheriff Court 

She accused Dr Sanfey of 
wriggling out of answeringejnes- 
• tions abort wheffier the decson 
not- to go ahead with the opex- 
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Dr Hilary Sanfey (left), who was alleged to have said the tranptant refusal was made 
on moral grounds. The soccer star, Jim Baxter (right) received two transplants 


ation had been made on moral 
grounds. 

“As I see il, we werejust not 
worth bothering with. Tnat was 
the impression I got,” she said. 

Michelle’s death came a 
week after Leah Betts, from Es- 
sex, died when she took an ec- 
stasy tablet at her 18th birthday 
party. 


said get away from me.” 

Mrs Pixie added: “She jest 
kept saying Michelle was med- 
ically unfit And I said *Not 
when she came'. Not when she 
first came to Edinburgh.” 

Mrs Pirie told the court she 
believed the doctors were com- 
mitting euthanasia. No one 
from the hospital had come to 


i As I see it, we were 
just not worth bothering 
with. That was the impression 
that I got 9 


. Mrs Pirie said that she had 
confronted Dr Sanfrey a few 
days later in the hospital corri- 
dor as her granddaughter was 
dying. 

“She asked me what was 
wrong," said Mrs Pirie. “I said 
thatMichelle was going to die 
today-* 

She claimed that Dr Sanfey 
had Told her that she would nev- 
er understand, to which Mrs 
Pirie replied: “I saidna I nev- 
er will understand, and I just 


her or her daughter Carolann 
to enquire whether MicheDe 
would be given proper support 
after a transplant. 

She daimed that she, her hus- 
band and her daughter, would 
have given Michelle proper 
.support and would have en- 
deavoured to keep her from tak- 
ing drugs. 

Dr John Douglas, 47, a con- 
affiant fo the haspitaFs infection 
urffiYsaid Michelle’s death from 
fiver failure caused by taking ec- 


stasy may have been the first 
case of its kind in the world. At 
that time there, had only been 
seven reported cases of ecsta- 
sy causing hepatitis, but none of 
Irver failure. 

Only after Michelle's death 
had cases of liver failure from 
ecstasy been reported. 

Marie Paul. 18, told the court 
that she had known her sister 
bad taken ecstasy even though 
she had not found out directly 
from Michelle. 

While Michelle was in hos- 
pital in Aberdeen, before she 
was transferred to Edinburgh, 
Ms Paul had tele- phoned the 
police because she feared some- 
one had given her sister drugs 
on the ward. 

.. Later, one of the junior doc- 
tors on the ward, Margaret 
McCartney, 25, said she had 
also suspected Michelle had 




her condition deteriorated dra- 
matically. However,- the court 
heard that Dr McCartney had 
examined her and found her 
“neurologically to be com- 
pletely intact". 

Thsts later revealed no trace 
of drugs other than cannabis. 

The inquiry, before Sheriff 
Graeme miner, continues. 


Michelle Paul, who was refused a liver transplant after taking an ecstasy tablet 


Hogg dismisses concern over BSE risk to dogs 


Charles Arthur . - 

Science Editor 

The Government was insisting 
last night that samtificevidence 
gathered six years ago, which 
suggests that dogs can develop 
“mad cow disease”, was not fol- 
lowed up or published because . 
it was not important 
Yet in an apparently contra- 
dictory letter, sent to the 
League: Against Cruel Sports 
last July, the Mmisttyof Agri- 


culture, Fisheries and Food 
(Maff) said that “research is in 
progress” to see whether dogs 
had genetic differences that 
might help them resist BSE 
'infection. 

As reported yesterday ex- 
clusively in The Independent, 
tests in 1991 on the brams of 444 


erinaiy Laboratory (CYL) in 
Weybndge, Surrey, found traces 
-of a change in brain chemistry 
associated with bovine spongi- 


form encepaJopathy (BSE) and 
scrapie, the equivalent disease 
of sheep. Nineteen of the brains 
were affected. 

The CVL is now conducting 
a post-mortem examination on 
an 11 -year-old Norwegian dog 
which is thought to have died of 
BSE The results are expected 
to be sent to Norway later this 
week.- 

But Muff said yesterday that 
the results of the 1991 tests had 
been inconclusive in showing 


whether the dogs had definite- 
ly contracted the disease. The 
brains showed “scrapie-associ- 
ated fibrils” /Safi) rather than 
the “spongy” notes of advanced 
BSE or scrapie. 

Dr Stephen DeaUer, an in- 
dependent critic of Maff, said: 
“Safi are always Indicative 
of a spongiform encepaJopathy 
- like BSE or scrapie. They are 
the first step before the holes in 
the brain turn up. 

*Tf the »nbn»l dies of anoth- 


er disease in the meantime, it 
will have the Safe but not the 
spongiform holes.” 

The Minister of Agriculture, 
Douglas Hogg, insisted that 
there was no need for concern 
over the reports. 

He said their disclosure 
“adds nothing to human knowl- 
edge” during a tour of North- 
east England which included a 
visit to a sausage factory in thfe 
marginal Stockton South con- 
stituency. 


However, it emerged that 
the CVL did not cany out the 
logical follow-up experiment 
This would have been to inoc- 
ulate extracts from the dead an- 
imals’ brains into laboratory 
animals such as mice, to see if 
they then developed a BSE-like 
disease. 

But it was done with other 
animals to confirm the presence 
of BSE 

Nor was the work published, 
although at the time it would 


have been an important point- 
er which researchers from 
around the world could have ex- 
amined and use to confirm that 
dews do not catch BSE - or 
refuted 

A Maff spokesman said yes- 
terday that this was because “we 
derided to concentrate our 
work into more important areas 
such as BSE and its relationship 
with Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 
f CJD, the human equivalent of 
BSE]". 


Wanted: 
berth' for 
anew 
. nautical 
language 


Britannia may no longer rale the 
waves, but English lingers on as 
the maritime language, or at 
least it did. 

With the demise of British 
seamen, whose numbers have 
fallen from 7(1,000 to 90,000 in 
the last decade alone, there has 
been an influx of foreign 
mariners from south-east Asia 
and Eastern Europe who do not 
speak English. 

Now (he European Union is 
putting £300000 into a research 
project which is designed to 
come up with a single working 
language, probably based on 
English, and which all seamen 
can understand 

The influx of foreign lan- 
guages has created tensions 
among the cnrws on ships where 
there may now be up to 30 
different languages spoken. 

There have also been mix-ups 
and misunderst andings which 
have led to accidents and 
deaths. 

Incidents have included the 
desperate search for a Chinese 
waiter in Wales who spoke the 
same language as the crew of a 
salvage lug that was in Milford 
Haven when the Sea Empress 
ran aground 

As part of the work, re- 
searchers from the University of 
Wales, in Cardiff, are using 
tape recorders to capture the 
communications, or the lack of 
them, on the bridges of select- 
ed ships, where there may be 
a British or a Dutch captain, a 
Filipino chief officer, a Chinese 
second mate and an African 
third officer, all working along- 
side each other. 

“Gradual evolution has 
changed the composition of 
seafarers, and they are now 
predominantly from countries 
where English is not the first 
language," said Professor Alas- 
lair Cooper who is co-ordinat- 
ing the research. 

“They can have different ver- 
sions of English too, and the 
same words can have different 
meanings. You can get all kinds 
of problems and maty tensions 
and anxieties,” he said 

The team are looking at the 
extent of language diversity, 
the use of sign language, and 
are compiling a report on those 
accidents where communication 
problems may have been in- 
volved 

“The problem has been high- 
h^ted try a number of incidents, 
including the Sea Empress dis- 
aster,” Professor Couper said. 

“Language was a major 
factor, for example, in the fire 
on board a Baltic ferry where 
100 people died 

The opportunities for mis- 
understandings are very great 
and a lot of casual life have 
taken place as a consequence," 
he said 

As well as producing a pilot 
syllabus for the teaching of 
maritime English and guidelines 
for avoiding misunderstand- 
ings, tire researcbere also intend 
to come up with methods of 
managing what are described as 
cross-cultural tensions. 


WE’VE TRACKED THEM DOWN ALREADY. 
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Stay of 
execution 
for the 
Quantock 
staghunt 

Nicholas Schoon 


The Quantock Staghounds may 
be able to overcome the threat 
to the hunt's survival which a 
National Trust ban on their 
sport threatens. They are ex- 
pected to approach a neigh- 
bouring staghunt to ask if they 
can use some of their terrain to 
hunt over. 

Yesterday the Quantock 
Staghounds, which chases red 
deer on horseback with a pack 
of dogs, held what bloodsport 
opponents had hoped would be 
their last meet The hunt relies 
heavily on using Trust land and 
this month the Trust’s ruling 
coundl decided not to renew its 
licence when it expires at the 
end of ApriL 

But the neighbouring Devon 
and Somerset Staghounds, 
which will suffer less from the 
Trust's decision to ban staghunt- 
ing on its property, said it would 
consider any request from the 
Quantock to use some of its tra- 
ditional hunting grounds sym- 
pathetically. “I'm sure that will 
be discussed, although there's 
been no approach as yet." said 
Tbm Yandle, joint master of the 
Devon and Somerset. “We 
would help them if we could." 

Stag hunting on the Quan- 
tock Hills in Somerset has a 
500-year history’, although the 
Quantock Staghounds is only 90 
years old. By tradition the hunt- 
ing season for red deer closes 
at the end of April and reopens 
in early autumn. 

Before the Quantock hunts- 
men and their hounds rode 
from the village of 
st Bagborough to a chorus 
of cheering supporters, hunt 
master Bill Fewings said: “It is 
vety. very sad. It is heartbreak- 
ing.” The Trust had still not spo- 
ken to the hunt about its 
derision, he added. 

All four deerhunls in Britain 
- three in the West Country, one 
in the New Forest - use ’some 
National Trust land but the 
Quantock is by far the worst af- 
fected. 

Its “country" covers a rela- 
tively small area, and much of 
the best hunting land. 1,037 
acres, is in Trust ownership. 




Scent packing: Hounds ready for the last formal outing of the Quantock hunt, which has been banned from National Trust land. But a neighbouring hunt may-offer use of its property Photograph: FA 


Accused home director had 
not read care guidelines 


yesterday 
West Bari 



Louise Jury 


Angela Rowe: ‘Husband was responsible for the business’ 


A director of a residential home 
accused of ill- treating mental- 
ly handicapped patients had 
never read the principal guide- 
lines governing their care, a 
court was told yesterday. 

. Angela Rowe, 39, said she 
had never seen a copy of 
“Home life", the national so- 
cial services regulations which 
laid down appropriate ways of 
dealing with such people. 

Mrs Rowe denies two counts 
of ill treating residents and a fur- 
ther two charges of wilfully ne- 
glecting residents in homes she 
ran with her late husband, Gor- 
don, in Stoke Pages, Bucking- 
hamshire, under the name 
Longcare Limited between 
1983 and 1993. He committed 
suicide last year before he could 
be charged with similar of- 
fences. Mis Rowe told Kingston. 
Crown Court in Surrey that her 
husband bad been responsible 
for handling the business of the 
homes. Stoke Place Mansion 
House and Stoke Green House, 


Post haste 


ISDN hastier 



BTs ISDN sends information faster than any other farm of conventional delivery. 
Because it's digital, it carries information at up to four times the speed of an 
ordinary phone line. So you can send everything from documents to layouts at 
the touch of a button. And saving time will S3ve your business money. Our new 
range of ISDN pricing options starts at a surprisingly low £199*. For details, 
call BT BusmeaaconnecHous on Freefone 0800 800 800 now. 

Freefone 0800 800 800 
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Wife of suicide 
victim boss 
tells court she 
was sleeping 
partner 

and had put her name on a reg- 
istration document without her 
knowledge. But Jonathan Ca- 
plan QC cross-examining her, 
suggested she bad been “one of 
the bosses” and that staff would 
refer problems to her. 

“I am suggesting _ that you 
are trying to minimise your role 
and distance yourself from the 
operations of Longcare Limit- 
ed,” he said. 

Mr Caplan said she had 
joined the venture as a an equal 
partner with Gordon Rowe and 
had asked her bank, unsuc- 
cessfully, fora loan to help with 
the establishment of the fust 
home. “You and Gordon were 
vety much together in planning 
the purchase of Stoke Place 
House and in setting up the 
company and you were going to 
try to achieve your financial part 
of the partnership by getting a 
loan from the bank," Mr Caplan 
said .tod he suggested that she 
was given a share in the com- 
pany because “you were about 
to play your full part in Long- 
care Limited, in effect running 
Longcare as partners with Gor- 
don . Mrs Rowe denied this. 

The court was told that she 
drew a salary which rose from 
£8,000 a year to £40,000 a year 
despite being off work sick for 
a considerable time. 

Mrs Rowe, whose last given 
address was in Windsor, Berk- 
shire, had told the jury that she 


had little active involvement 
with the homes for several 
significant periods, including 
10 months in 1986 when she 
was suffering post-natal de- 
pression and much of 1992 and 
1993after a hysterectomy and 
a road crash. 

But Mr Caplan pointed to de- 
tailed entries in the homes 
record books which suggested 
she had been involved not only 
with laundry, toiletries and the 
catering as she claimed, but also 
with caring for the residents in- 
cluding details of medication. 

Asked why some of the en- 
tries were in her handwriting: 
when she said she did not work 
at Stoke Green House between 
1987 and 1990, she said: “Some 
of the staff were Indian and 
could not write.” 

Nigel Rowe, Gordon's son, 
was responsible there, she said. 
“1 may have put things in the re- 
port book but it was not my 
baby, it was Nigel Rowe’s.” - 
Questioned further she said: 
“Tdid not do any physical work 
with the residents.” 

Mr Caplan said the evidence 
of several expert witnesses had 
indicated that mentally handi- 
capped people such as the autis- 
tic ana Down's syndrome 
residents at Longcare, should 
not be punished or shouted at, 
Asked whether she had ever 
punished a resident, Mrs Rowe 
said: “Never. I would send a res- 
ident co their room to cool off 
but that’s it” She admitted 
shouting, but “not abuse”, and 
denied recommending to one 
member of staff that she should 
i a resident around the ear. 
other former members 
of staff, Desmond Hilly and 
Lorraine Held, also each face 
four charges of ill-treating res- 
idents. The case continues. 


wins 
a reprieve in 

case 



Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 


Charles Haughey was yesterday 
given a temporary reprieve be- 
fore answering claims by the for- 
mer supermarket magnate Ben 
Dunne that he secretlypaid the 
politician £L3m while Taoiseach 
between 1987 and 1991. 

The payments- to-politicians’ 
tribunal at Dublin Castle grant- 
ed an application by Mr Haugb- 
ey*s counsel, Eoin McGonigal, 
to defer a decision on the con- 
fidentiality of discussions be- 
tween Mr Haughey and Mr 
Dunne's solicitor, Noel Smyth. 

Mr Smyth told the tribunal on 
Friday that he could not dhdose 
what Mr Haughey told him 
unless specifically ordered to, as 
the talks related to his role as 
Mr Dunne's lawyer. Ns account 
of those conversations may re- 
veal whether Mr Haughey knew 
at all times that Mr Dunne was 
the source of funds obtained to 
pay off his large debts. 

Mr McGonigal stressed that 
he was uot asking far an indef- 
inite delag, but simply one “al- 
lowing the tribunal to complete 
its inquiries into matters that re- 
late to my client It seems to me 
that I am entitled to have that 
evidence before advising my 
client, and it should be available 
to [Mr Haughey] first" he said. 


Mr Haughey echoes numer- 
ous ‘eleventh -hour escapes as 
opponents came dose to un- 
seating him during his 12 years 
leading Fianna Fait Ireland’s 
largest party. 

But the issue will still have to 
be faced probably within the 
nfirt month. If Mr Hauriiey can- 
not refute evidence heard to 
date he could face ruinous tax 


demands or court action seek- 
ing return of the £1 3m from the 
new management of Dunne's 
Stores. 

The tribunal chairman, Mr 
Justice Brian McCracken, 
agreed to Mr McGonigaTs plea 
that investigations in London 
and elsewhere gathering more 
evidence should be completed 
first before any decision to 
order Mr Smyth to reveal what 
took place during his five meet- 
ings with Mr Haughey. 

Mr McGonigal said Mr 
Haughey only received Mr 
Smytn’s statement of evidence 
last Friday and “while it has been 
possible to make certain in- 
quiries since that time, [they] will 
not be complete for some time.” 

JEariier, the Taoiseach, John 
Bruton, appeared before foe tri- 
bunal and confirmed that his 
Fine Gael party had received 
donations of £50,000 in April 
1991 and £100,000 in 1983 from 
Mr Dunne following meetings 
with the businessman. 

He said it had been made 
explicitly dear that no political 
favours were being given in re- 
turn for foe funds, and Mr 
Dunne had agreed to this “with 
alacrity”. 

But he was reminded that in 
July 1991 he had told an earli- 
er tribunal “not even foe party 
leader” would normally know 
foe source of business dona- 
tions. Mr Bruton said yesterday 
that he had been referring pri- 
marily then to donations from 
foie beef industry. 

Approaches to Mr Dunne 
came amid requests to corpo- 
rate chiefs to belp dear Fine 
Gael’s then debt of more than 
£lm. It emerged that Dunne's 
was Fine Gael’s largest corpo- 
rate donor at that time. 


DAILY POEM 


Turns ' 

By Tony Harrison 

I thought it made me look more “working class” 

(as if a bit of chequered doth could bridge that gap!) 
I did a turn in It before foe glass. 

My mother said; It suits you, your dad’s cap. 

(She preferred me to wear suits and part my bain- 
You're every bit as good as that lot are t) 

All foe pension queue came out to stare. 

Dad was sprawled beside foe postbox (still VR), 
his cap turned inside up beside his head, 
smudged H A H in purple Indian ink 
and Bryicreem slicks displayed so folk might think 
he wanted charity for dropping dead. 

He never begged. For nowtl Death's reticence 
crowns his life's, and me, I’m opening my trap 
to busk foe class that broke him for the pence 
that splash like brackish tears into our cap. 


To mark Tony Harrison’s sixtieth birthday, this week BBC Ra- 
dio Three is broadcasting a- series of roems read by the author. 


From today until Friday, foe Daily Poem wfll correspond with 
his readings. “Hirus" can be beardiodayon R3just before the 
1300 news. All foe broadcast poems appear in Tony Harrison’s 
Selected Poems (Penguin, £6.99). - 


Suspect held for 
McGrath death 


Peter Beal 


A 27-year-old man has been ar- 
rested on suspicion of murder- 
ing judge's daughter Rachel 
McGrath, whose throat was 
cut as she waited outside a 
public house on Friday night, 
police said today. . 

The man was also being 
questioned over foe abduction 
of a 17-year-old girl, said a 
Greater Manchester Police 
spokesman. 

Ms McGrath, 27, was mur- 
dered in a frenzied knife attack 
as she arrived to collect her 
boyfriend from foe pub in 
Bramhall, Stockport' 

Her father Brian McGrath, 
55, is a district judge in foe fam- 
ily division in Bolton and Buiy. 

Eariy y est er day a man was ar- 
rested m Caernarfon, North 
TCdes, in connection with the 


Education 

[xl 

Conservative 


Labour 


Liberal Democrat 



kidnapping of foe 17-ye 
girl in Stockport. The 
spokesman said: “In conr 
with (Ms McGrath's) m 
a 27-year-old local man is 
tody in Stockport suspec 
this offence. 

“He is also suspected 
abduction of a 17-year-c 
from Stockport who was 
to Caernarfon, where s 
caped unharmed. 

“The man was unknowi 

foer of foe giris before the 
incidents.” 

. It is understood the 1 " 
old girl, whose identity 
are keeping confidential, \ 
ducted as she was driv 
work in CheadJe, Sloe 
on Saturday morning 
.A police operatior 
mounted after she mana 
See from the car in whi ( 
was being held. - pa Ne 


They all say education is 

top of their agenda. 

But they want your vote. 



to a manifesto. 

It’S our job. 


ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS AND LECTURERS 
To receive details of ATI’s ‘new deal’ for 
education, please can 0171 930 6441. 
http://www.atl.org.uk 
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Young people urged to 
join music business as 
career with prospects 



Ian Harrell , ' 

The Mnsic Biz - for years re- 
garded bysensibJe parents as a 
dangerous hotbed of rebellion 
and job insecurity -snow be- 
ing eagerly promoted by the 
Governmen t as a. career with 
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tion and Employment has fend- 
ed an important study, lanhcfaed 
today, aimed at helping young 
people to move into an mdus- 
tty which is now one ofBritain’s 
biggest export earners. • 

The managers of artists from 
Blur to' Simply Bed and Gary 
Glitter have contributed to re- 
search aimed at helping the 
British music industry to bebet- 
..VSnalified and more bo anea - 
'^^Loded than fls-competitois 
. . New music business qualifi- 
c^- ins are being drawn up so 
tot young people can follow an 
industry-approved career path. 
It is a huge turnaround for In 
industry which has traditional- 
ly recruited on an “it's not whai 
von know, hut who you know” 
basis. 

The change has been brought 
about by. the IMF. a London- 
based organisation which rep- 
resents the management teams 
of most of the biggest names in 
British pop music. 

James Fisher, general secre- 
tary of the IMF - jyhich com- 
missioned the new study along 
vrith die DfiGE -said youngsters 
often joined the music industry 
on a whim. 

“They are coming along say- 
ing, Isn’t this groovy man, my 
kid brother plays in a band.* 
They are doing it simply from 
a love of music,'’ he said. 
“Somebody has got to put some 
professionalism into ft.” 

The study. Lifetime Learning 
withai the UK Music Industry. 
canvassed the views of 12(1 of 
Britain’s leading music man- 
agers, responsible for the ca- 
reers of most of the big names 
in British pop. 

The authors, based at the Pol- 
ity Research Institute at Leeds 
Metropolitan University, found 
that 59 percent of themanagos 
admitted to having no relevant 
qualifications: • 


; UamMarpby.head of the re- 
scan* team, said: “ If we are to 
remain compefitjvein what is 
now one of our great industry 
ai s trengths than w* mirer ajake 

sure , we have the necessary 
training and education pro- 
. grammes.” 

The UK mnsicindustty is now 
valued at £2.5bn and employs 
115,000 people full-time. 

According to the report, 
British popular music is now in 
its third jguden period, with Oa- 
sis helping to inspire a position 
of strength in the global market 
lo compare with previous high 
points led by the Beaties ra the 
1960s and Culture dub in the 
early 19805. • • . 

But there are ominous signs 
which threaten the 20 percent 
share of world record sales at 
present enjoyed by British acts. 

Th e record-buying boom of 
the early 1990s which was in-* . 
spired by the arrival of the CD 
fonnal snow over. The research 
team found that the growing 
markets for record sales were in 
developing countries where 
English is not the dominant 
language. Mexico. South Korea 
and latwan are now in the top 
15 most valuable pop markets. 

Although tbe British music m- 
dustry's sophisticated marketing 
machine has enabled it to boost 
sales in emerging markets such 
as Braril and Indonesia, foe re- 
port states that the rise of record- 
ed indigenous music in such 
countries isfikely to force down 
Britain's global market share. 

The report debunks a suc- 
cession of predictions that have 
been made about foe global fu- 
ture of pop music. 

. The idea of an MTV-inspired 
homogenisation of world pop 
has been proved wrong as the 
station hasbeen forced to splin- 
ter fts coverage to cover tastes 
m rock, rap, pop and dance. ’ ‘ 

Similarly foe death of .vinyl 
has not come about “By early . 
1995,'’ tbe researchers noted, “it 
was dear that the black vinyl LP 
and 12-inch was alive and well 
and staging a recovery.” 

The UK domestic expendi- 
ture on records stands at 
£L7bn, which is nearly 7 per 
cent of the world market 
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Pointer to success: A producer at work in a London recording studio yesterday. Business qualifications for the music Industry are now being drawn up Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigm 

Big players holding back opportunity 



BJoricThe Icelandic singer’s 
label Is looking for backing 


The biggest obstacle facing the 
British music industry is its 
domination by tbe leading 
record companies, according 
to the managers of British bands 
and singers, writes Ian Burrell 

In an anonymous govern- 
ment-funded questionnaire of 
12 fl British music managers, 72 
per cent cited the “actions erf ma- 
jor record companies” as the 
main barrier to opportunity. 

The stifling role of the big 
companies was seen as more 
damaging to foe industry than 
foe lack of diversity in pop ra- 
dio, or the lack of resources for 
music education. 

. “From their position of 
strength, foe majors that buy into 
independent labels can dictate 
terms and conditions. ... in- 
cluding the promotion of the 
product, foe unage of the artist 
and even live performance," 
said Liam Murphy, of fo e Poli- 
cy Research Institute at Leeds 


Metropolitan University, who 
conducted foe study. 

The report's findings co- 
incided with news that One 
Little Indian, the independent 
record label behind Bjjork and 
Skunk Aiians re. is looking for 
substantial barking from a larg- 
er entertainment group. • 

The label made pre-tax prof- 
its of £414,354 in 1995, and its 
need for outside support will 
re-open the debate about how 
independent the British “indy” 
record market really is. 

The volatility of tbe market has 
already driv en several promi- 
nent labels to seek alliances with 
the majors. Creation records. 
Oasis's label, sold 49 per cent of 
their shareholding to Sony 
Music in 1992. The Japanese 
company paid another £14m 
last spring to extend the 
arrangement for another 
five years. 

The big five record compa- 


nies. EMI, Polygram, 
BMG. Rfemer and Sony have 
carved up 80 per cent of the 
British music industry between 
them. 

. “When independents have 
artists with mass appeal they do 
not have foe capacity to deal 
with the demand.” Mr 
Murpby’said. “A number of in- 
dependents have a history of be- 
ing run by people who are 
passionate about music rather 
than having fantastic business 
sense.” 

He dted the example of Fac- 
tory records' failure to make a 
profit from New Order's 
Blue Monday, the biggest sell- 
ing 12-inch single of all time; be- 
cause of the cost of the 
pac kaging . 

Yet whOe the majocs have the 
capacity to deal with famous 
artists, they also have a fear of 
taking risks, thus stifling cre- 
ativity at ground level. 


UK record industry 
as % of global market 


Value of British music 
sold overseas 




1980 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 9t 92 93 94 95 
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Last night an advertisement appeared on television in 
which it ^ was claimed that a confectionery product, FLYTE? 
was a real chocolate bar with half the lat of milk chocolate. 
The manufacturers of FLYTE wouJd like to point out that 
this claim, which was made in all good faith, is In fact true, 
and would like to apologise : for any disappointment or 
emotional stress suffered by the public while impatiently 
awaiting the launch of FLYTE. “ Sorry it took so long .” 
We welcome this opportunity to set the record straight.. 


NATIONWIDE 


HALIFAX 


WOOLWICH 


ABBEY NATIONAL 



5.60% 


5.40% 


5.00% 


(t. rru-.v tat decision ■ I me, but there's really no contest. 

Our new account. Platinum Plus,, offers outstanding interest rates. 

On amounts of £2,500 or more its rates cannot be- beater, by any top ten 
budding society branch based notice account* 

So, if you re looking lor a candidate which stands out from the rest, 
vital your local Aliiuncu Sr Leicester brunch today. 

q are sure you'll acj r ee that our Platinum Pius account is wort hv of your vote, 
her details of your nearcsl Alliance & Leicester branch, cal! 0800 412 214. 
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Election tour '97: Party chiefs put thousands of miles under their belts as campaign finally draws to a close 

IVfegor flies in face of opposition 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Mitical Correspondent 

All that was missing were the 
baseball caps, T-shirts and the 
bomber jackets for the roadies. 

John Major's unprecedented 
campaign tour to the four cor- 
ners of the United Kingdom was 
intended as a dramatic gesture 
of his support for the Union 
before polling day. 

BuL the trip from Downing 
Street to Belfast, Edinburgh, 
and the Menai Bridge in North 
Wales maybe seen as the Ma- 
jor *97 Farewell Tour. 

The leader of the Tbty band 


plane? No 


LibDem 


d 



McGuinness: Sinn Fein hope 


THE CAMPAIGN 


thanked each of four of the mo- 
torcycle policemen who had 
escorted his motorcade from 
central London, for the last time 
in the campaign, to RAF 
Northolt and with his wife, 
Norma, posed with them for a 
group photograph. 

Shirley Stotter, his campaign 
manager, took snaps for the 
Major family album to study lat- 
er if John and Nonna have more 
time to put their feet up after 
Thursday. 

There were shots of Mr Ma- 
jor surrounded by 20 RUC of- 
ficers for a walkabout in 
Donegal] Place in the centre of 


Belfast; the fighting speech 
from the platform of the battle- 
bus at The Mound in the heart 
of Edinburgh; and posing in a 
layby overlooking , the Menai 
Bridge with Norma, a bored 
field of sheep, and 'William 
Hague, the young Welsh Sec- 
retary who could take the 
leadership one day. 

Covering 1,010 miles in a day, 
Mr Major showed he would not 
give up without a fight- The air 
crew decorated the VIP cabin 
with blue balloons, streamers and 
a “Good Luck” message. As it 
taxied to a halt they played the 
record he had requested on a 


phone-in show in IheVifestQxm- 

¥ y at the start of the campaign: 
ma Turner’s ‘Simply the Best'. 
The trip to Ulster could have 
been a final, two-fingered ges- 
ture to the IRA. It was the hist 
rime that a Prime Minister had 
visited Ulster in the midst of a 
General Election. But Brian 
Mawhinney, the party Chair- 
man, and an Ulsterman, who ac- 
companied Mr Major, said it 
was intended as a dramatic 
gesture to symbolise Mr Major's 
support for the Union. 

Some of the eight Ibry can- 
didates who are fighting seats in 
Northern Ireland against he 


other parties, including the 
Unionists, had been invited to 
be there, outside Marks & - 
Spencer’s for the leader’s ar- 
rival. They included Sarah 
Dines, 31, a London barrister 
campaigning on the slogan, 
“East Belfast is as British as 
Basildon" - the Essex seat that 
proved the turning point in the 
1992 'comeback' Election. 

It was just like going to the 
High Street shops m the Essex 
new town, except for the secu- 
rity. At die Disney Store, one 
ofthe shop assistants said: “We 
only knew something was hap- 
pening when we saw those two.” 


She pointed to two police offi- 
cers with a sniper nfie on the 
roof of Richard Stops. 

After popping into Ibsco, 
Mr Major said in one . of the 
dozen of “doorsteps'* he has giv- 
en to the Press that, avote for 
Sinn Fein would be “avote that 
endorses the terrorism, the 
murder, the violence and may- 
hem we have seen in Northern 
Ireland.” It may not stop Ger- 
ry Adams being elected on 
Thursday. 

A woman doing her shopping 
wondered what all the fuss was 
about “^fes it Geny Adams?” 
she asked. 


In Edinburgh Mr Major was 
joined by three leading Tories, 
including Malcolm Rifkmd^the 
Foreign Secretary, and Michael 
Forsyth, the Scottish Secretary. 
They stood on the tiny battle- 
bns platform and a heckler 
shouted: “You've got a quarter 
of your Scottish party with 
you.” 

Mr Major told the voters: 
“Before you come to Thursday, 
stop and think and pause. Re- 
alise what is at stake. This may 
be a vote you cast that wfl] 
chan ge the history and the fu- 
ture of Scotland ,and the rest of 
the UIL” 






Ladies of a certain age in East- 
bourne will never be quite the 
same again. Out of the sun in 
a helicopter he swooped, the ex- 
Royal Marine officer smiling 
that crinkle-cut smile and flirt- 
ing with their voting intentions. 
However, ao sooner had Pad- 
dy Ashdown arrived, he was 
gone, leaving the ladies to pat 
their noses with restorative 
camphor. 

It was enough to make a girl 
palpitate - or even vote Lib- 
Dem. Sufficient numbers of 
them are being wooed away 
from the Tories, Mr Ashdown 
believes, to make the cameo ap- 
pearance worthwhile. 

The short, sharp stop on the 
Costa Geriatrica in southern 
England was illustrative of his 
other helicopter hops yesterday 
- wind-provoking and, above 
ail, quick. 

It will be more of the same 
in the next two days as he 
makes commando raids on 16 
constituencies. Yesterday, the 
Paddywagon coach left West- 
minster just after 10am to Bat- 
tersea heliport where we Lifted 
off in a 24-sealer Sikorsky at 
1038. Exactly 30 minutes lat- 
er the aircraft normally used for 
shuttling North Sea oD em- 
ployees around the Shetlands. 
touched down in Colchester 
Barracks - to the evident be- 
musement of the other ranks. 

A jog across Lhe lawn into a 
coach and two minutes later we 
were outside government prop- 
erty and Mr Ashdown was able 
to hold forth without polluting 






Sir Denis: Hustled away 

Sir Denis 
ventures 
opinion 
on Major 

| Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Sir Denis Thatcher, husband of 
I Baroness Thatcher, has deliv- 
I ered a characteristically blunt 
and embarrassing reply to a 
question about John Major’s 
chances of winning the election. 
His one word response was: 
“nil’', followed by a chuckle. 

Sir Denis made this pro- 
nouncement during one of die 
very few moments he has been 
allowed to emerge from a tight 
cocoon drawn around himself 
and the former prime minis ter 
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Flying visit: Paddy Ashdown and his entourage arriving at Colchester yesterday - first stop on the Liberal Democrat leader’s whirlwind tour 


the apolitical atmosphere of the 
Ministry of Defence. 

Having addressed his loyal 
troops for ten minutes outside 
the down-ai-bccl Arena Sports 
& Leisure Cub. the entourage 
found itself back on the bus. 

At 11.39 we were up and 


away across the fields of Essex, 
the mud fiats of the Thames and 
Medway, heading for the twin- 
sets and pearls of Eastbourne. 

The Lib-Dera manifesto 
might be carefully costed, but 
the expected arrival of addi- 
tional television crews meant 


there were 25 people for a 24- 
scatcr aircraft. James Guriing, 
a forlorn Lib-Dem official, was 
left behind at Eastbourne. 

A 14-minute hope west along 
the coat to Lewes, where more 
activists found themselves ad- 
dressed by the great man. The 


helicopter disappeared for re- 
fuelling and we subsequently 
took off for Twickenham 
around an hour late. 

Having landed at the Harle- 
quins rugby-dub ground we were 
back on a coach for a five minute 
drive to Twickenham Green. 


The Lib-Dem leader apolo- 
gised to a crowd of activists for 
his lateness. The wind had been 
with the helicopter - presum- 
ably a metaphor for an in- 
crease in Lib-Dem popularity- 
but the leader had been delayed 
by the tumult which had at- 


Photograph: John Voos 

tended his appearances. The pi- 
lot begged to differ. He said the 
wind was against us all the way. 

Asked whether ten-minute 
swoops on constituencies could 
make any difference to voting 
intentions. Mr Ashdown said: 
“Sony, I've got to run.” 


Flood of postal votes in Ulster seats 


David McKittrick 

Ireland correspondent 

Fiercely contested elections in 
the west of Northern Ireland 
have generated such large num- 
bers of postal and proxy votes 
that electoral staff have been al- 
most overwhelmed. 

Fifteen thousand applica- 
tions have been made in three 
constituencies - Mid-Ulster. 


W:st Tyrone and Fermanagh- 
South Tyrone. As a result, elec- 
toral staff have been working up 
to 12 hours a day to process the 
applications in time for the 
election. 

The record number of ap- 
plications mean more staff have 
been taken on. some writing up 
to 80 hours a week. 

Such unprecedented num- 
bers clearly point to an excep- 


tionally high turnout on polling 
day. 

Although the western coun- 
ties of Northern Ireland have of- 
ten been associated in the past 
with various types of electoral 
malpractice, the major parties 
who are involved were last 
night malting no public allega- 
tions against each other. 

A worker with the SDLP 
campaign in West Tyrone said 


his party had recently put 
through between 800 and 1,000 
applications for postal and, in 
particular, prosy votes. He said 
90 per cent of these were for stu- 
dents and nurses from the large- 
ly rural area who were Irving 
away from home. 

Both nationalist and Union- 
ist parties said they had been 
making particularly strenuous 
efforts to get their vote out, with 


one part of the initiative being 
the increased use of postal and 
pro ?ty votes. 

A particularly fight contest is 
going on in Wsst Tyrone, a 
newly created seat which the Ul- 
ster Unionists, SDLP and Sinn 
Fein all claim they can win. 

Passions are also running 
high in Mid-Ulster, where Sinn 
Fern ambitions to oust the de- 
fending candidate, the Rev 


William McCrea, are matched 
by Protestant determination to 
stop Martin McGuinness taking 
the seat. 

The contest is not so close in 
Fermanagh-South Tyrone, 
where Ulster Unionist Ken 
Magiimis is favourite to hold hs 
seat, but the constituency often 
produced particularly high 
turnouts, on occasion reaching 
almost 90 per cenL 


He was with Lady Thatcher 
and the Hong Kong business- 
man and socialite David Thng, 
a former Tory party fund-rais- 
er. They had been visiting one 
of Mr Tang's pet projects, an 
En glish language tuition centre, 
when a French news agency re- 
porter managed to shout a sin- 
gle question to Sir Denis. 

Edward LJewetyn. an aide to 
Governor. Chris Bitten, who 
looks after Mr Patten's politi- 
cal contacts in London, was 
dearly aghast on bearing Sir De- 
nis's comment and hustled 
him into the back of a limousine 
which then sped away. Mr Tang 
said he had not heard what Sir 
Denis said but added: ‘There 
are a lot of rather annoyed peo- 
ple around.” 

The visit to the English lan- 
guage centre was supposed to 
have been a media-free event, 
but the colony is full of pubiid- 
ty-seekere who see no point in 
having important personages 
make a visit if it is not reported- 

The Thatchers joined Mr 
Thng after having lunch with U 
Ka-shing, one of the richest 
men in Hong Kong, and one of 
the biggest donors to the Con- 
servative battie^chest for the 
last election campaign. 

Lady Thatcher has been 
careful to make no unscripted 
remarks during her three dhy 
visit to the colony and has said 
not a single word about the elec- 
tion. She has confined her 
activities to two set-piece cer- 
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of which was Sunday’s opening 
of the world’s biggest road and 
rail suspension bridge which 
links the colony's new island air- 
port to the mainland. 

Sir Denis has bad a strictly 
non-speaking role, trailing loy- 
ally behind his wife as she 
plunged through the whirlwind 
of activities which are typical of 
her overseas visits. 



Paddy Ash down .the Liberal Democraltaader. 
followed up his BBC Election Caff, wtth a 

flukiavistt-byheficc^er-toCojcherter, 
dasSoume, Lewes, andTMckenharn, before 
noing on to an Oxford ratty. His Itinerary over 
§ie three final days of the campaign, this 
week, fs targeting 21 seats. 

. Labour was not to be outdone, every 
member of the shadow Cabinet said to be 
art and about with back-up teams of Labour 
caneftjgtes - though the claim <8d not tafly 
wtth today's datafied^of “Frontbwi^ 
election campaign visits*, issued by the 
toned MHIbahk press office. 

Bui John Prescott, dubbed "Mr Motivator" 
hv a sfratahWaced Pater Mandeteon, Is 
SLnwrthf ddng the wo* of a whole host of 


F ?^^iabfy ensconced at the heart of his 
MffiSweb, a proud Mr Mandttosatt 
*»u» Harwitv loader will todav 


of W9 ^nationwide 

terttjoJius four, with 80 meetings, j 

SSSency visits, 500 media Interviews and 
with 38*00 "very, very 

JU 1te5S^,'john Major decided on a 
-londhon tour of all four. comets of the 
SSSlSSSm- with a' Nrake-up^cantothe 
^S^nise the aneged threat posed 
By i ahourfofoeUnion. 


KEY ARGUMENTS 


John Major concluded his tour of the 
United Kingdom on Abingdon Green, 
opposite the Commons, where he 
defivered a warning that Labour posed 
a double threat to foe United Kingdom, 

through a break-up of the Ureon 
generated by its plans for devolution, 
and through a sell-out of British 
interests In Europe. 

Tony Blair, who had earlier 
addressed Labour's press conference 
via a video link, warned of foe threat 
posed to the National Health Service 
from a fifth-term Conservative 
Government - a message later 
reinforced by Labour's final election 
broadcast He said that the 
Conservatives had been laying plans 
for more private medical Insurance, 
generated by a deal between Nonrich 
Union and the NHS Trusts; providing 
tow-cost, fast-track treatment in NHS 
private wards. 

'The Liberal Democrats also returned 
to foe NHS at their election pass 
conference - it is one of the voters' 
prime concerns - but Mr Ashdown told 
an Oxford rally last night that (here 
would be a "catastrophe' in foe next 
century if education was not made an 
immediate priority with appropriate 
resources. 


| GOOD DAY 




BAD DAY* HOGVSIASH 




■V Michael Hesaftme wasihe - 
p j subject of "BteraHy .. 

hundreds" of bats over the 
weekend, said a Ladbrokes 
spokesman. William Hill has 
atxotdingly cut foe'oddsof Wm. ‘ > C 
. succeeding John Major from 4 ft to' 
2/1 i.Ladtxxjkfls has taken foiam 
down from 10/1 to'7/2. John Major; 
meanwhjle,. had a terrible day; But 
even in the fight of such a betting 
Iranzy, only a cynfc would say foai- 
toaf equalled an even better day: . 
for MrHesBltine., 


Q With onfy 48 hours to go 
unffi foe polling booths 
open; Ur Major's ' •• 
-carapalgntog looks a&tnftovetL. - •• 
Wifothepoitefndkatinga 
-* majority dt morefoan TD0,MrM^or 
embarked onata^-minute-LOOD-; v: 
-/mite round tripto fry and woo the'" 
?rniffions? of voters who haver stifl TT 
Tnot made-up foelrmlnds.lt ended! 
V: wtth an impromptu speeah britfe =£ 
- green outSkfe Westafcst^jri.whkfo 
• be asserted fostfoerawere *72 v - , - 
. ^hours iefttosaya-foe Uoferfkr'v- • 



laigefyattayedr 
Gataxydsfros. 
people who jus 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


■jBffi The Teddy Bear Alliance bunched 
ftgga its manifesto demanding a “fleas- 
la free Britain”, retention of “our 
■■fl clause four scratching" and “honey 
•for all”. Party leader Edward Bear, who is 
contesting Kensington and Chelsea 
against Alan Clark, said he would give Mr 
Clark “a good run for his honey." 


Sean Connery appeared in foe SNP's last 
.broadcast of foe campaign .and urged 

Scots to vote for a stake in their own 
future. Interviewed in the Scottish Sun 
Connery said he would return to Scotland 
when the country became independent 

SNP leader Alex Salmond later described 

him as an International Scot”. 


ONE TO REMEMBER 


Saying he had had Informal discussions wtth a number of Tory MPs, senior 
Liberal Democrat Menzies Campbell predicted: "If foe Conservative Party 
embarks upon the kind of anti-European course to.which it appears to be set, 
I think there wfti be a very substantial number of Conservative MPs of the One 
Nation variety ... who mil cer tain ty be looking around to find another place - 
another party perhaps - to which they should add their support”. 





and terrqrism&Mjfrg room wfteBeahe a dewo B a Mion few ■ 
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Christian Wolmar on links between John Major, 
a diamond merchant and Tory party funds 


Willie Nagel is a multi-million- 
aire diamond broker in his sev- 
enties who, according to 
acquaintances, does not mi* 
very wen with other people but 
desperately wants to be ac- 
cepted by the establishment. 

Letters leaked to the Inde- 
pendent show that Mr Nagel 
first met John Major through his 
Huntingdon Constituency 
agent, Peter Brown, with whom 
he had dinner in 1991. 

The following year, he 
arranged tickets for Wimbledon 
Finals Day for Mr Brown and 
his wife Antonia. Mr Brown 
thanked him and confirmed his 
“very generous offer of spon- 
sorship of £5,000 each on the oc- 
casion of the Opera and 
Concert Evening on 25 July and 
our Victory Ball on 13 Novem- 
ber". The Huntingdon Con- 
servative Association then 
invoiced Mr Nagel for £10.000 
for “advertising in brochures”. 

After another lunch with Mr 
Brown, Mr Nagel wrote to Mr 
Major's agent on 23 October 
1992 enclosing promotional 
material on a pilotless aircraft 
developed by Israeli Aircraft In- 
dustries. The letter said: “As dis- 
cussed over lunch, I am sending 
the relevant material regarding 
what is considered the best 
protection for troops in any 
fighting zone in the world. It 
is believed that the situation in 
Bosnia warrants such a purchase 
and it is for this reason that I 
am enclosing the main details. 
I sincerely hope that you will be 
able to activate it." 

Mr Brown then wrote to Mr 
Major at Downing Street with 
information on the “combat- 
proven UAV” system. He told 
the Prime Minister : Tm not 
suggesting that any action could 
be taken upon this but I won- 
der whether you might pass the 
information on to any depart- 
ment concerned with such 
equipment, since it may be of 
interest to them". 

Mr Nagel later seat Mr 
Brown a magnum of J&B 
Surrey champagne to celebrate 
the New Year in 1993, which Mr 
Brown said he would drink 
“when there is more, to cele- 
brate". 

In May 1993 Mr Nagel wrote 
to Mr Major at the constituen- 
cy headquarters trying to in- 
terest the Prime Minister in 
having lunch with a friend who 
could have been useful to the 
party and concluded by saying; 
“I am taking the liberty of writ- 
ing to you directly to Hunting- 
don and via Peter who, 
naturally, is the only person who 
is aware of it all". 

Mr Brown wrote to Mr 
Nagel in January 1994 after an- 
other meeting and saying that 


“I will, of course, discuss with 
the PM the points you raised on 
the next appropriate occasion 
but I really want to say thank 
you for once again offering 
such generous support to the 
Conservative Party in Hunt- 
ingdon". In March 1993 and 
April 1994, there are further in- 
voices of £5,000 from the asso- 
ciation to Mr Nagel for 
“political briefings and infor- 
mation". Mr Nagel also agreed 
to sponsor the Conservative 
Agents' Journal with an adver- 
tisement costing £800 for his 
lobbying firm. Punchline. 

However, during 1994 the re- 
lationship between Mr Nagel 
and the Conservatives in Hunt- 
ingdon appears to sour. Mr 
Nagel telephoned the Prime 
Minister at home. This appar- 
ently led to a complaint to Mr 
Nagel, who then wrote to Ara- 
bella Warburton, the Mr Ma- 
jor's diary secretary, to “correct 
any possible misunderstand- 
ings". He had not understood 
that “the PM himself had re- 
quested that I should only call 
at No 10- Had I realised this, ob- 


„ to 

Prime Minister's 
wshro/srad, 
fne Occupied Territories 
and /ordan ' 


A brochure for the aircraft 
Mr Nagel was promoting 

viously I would not have goae 
against his wishes". He assured 
Ms Warburton that “there is no 
need to change the PM’s tele- 
phone number at home be- 
cause of my actions, as indeed 
I am not a “telephone tres- 
passer”. Mr Nagel then wrote 
to Mr Major explaining why be 
phoned turn at home. He said 
be wanted to warn the Prime 
Minister that Andrew Stone, “a 
very able new managing direc- 
tor of Marks and Spencer" had 
asked Mr Nagel to arrange a 
private lunch with Tony Blair 
and out of loyalty to the Con- 
servative cause he wanted Mr 
Major to know. 

Mr Nagel also appeared 
hurt that Mr Major bad sent a 
formal refusal to an invitation 
to his daughters wedding: “This 
seemed totally out of character 
with your normal warm and per- 


sonal style to which, 1 had be- 
come accustomed”. 

By this lime, Mr Brown 
seemed to become worried 
about the relationship. A 
lengthy briefing note from the 
Huntingdon association to Mr 
Major on 5 August, headed 
“Willie Nagel”, said: “1 think we 
need to address this problem to 
the benefit of us all. Quite 
dearly, the situation is getting 
rather heated". 

The note said: “There is no 
doubt that there is an element 
of seif-interest in WN’s wish to 
be dosely associated with us. He 
has a network of friend^ some 
of whom could be very impor- 
tant to the party. They include 
diplomats, industrialists and 
prominent members of the Jew- 
ish community. Not withstand- 
ing his eagerness to let it be 
known that he has made your 
acquaintance, many of his con- 
tads are highly influ ential” 

It continued: “WN was 
tremendously helpful in talking 
to Lord Rothermere during 
the period when Simon Heffer 
was doing his worst for you ... 
There is a down side of which 
we are all aware. His persistence 
along with his ability never to 
take no for an answer is wear- 
; in the extreme, which is part 
f the cause of the relationship 
souring." 

However, the relationship 
dearly improved, as on 28 No- 
vember, Mr NageL in a letter 
to Mr Major, acknowledges re- 
ceipt of “your friendly letter of 
22 November” and went on to 
remark on “cool-headedness 
and your ability to come to the 
heart of any problem, which are 
the essential ingredients of a 
great man”. 

Mr Nagel also talked about 
the forthcoming visit to Israel 
by the Prime Minister “1 am 
pleased to hear that you are 
ready to consider a visit to the 
Diamond Exchange" [where 
Mr Nagel's Israel headquarters 
arc located]. He was hopeful 
that the programme “will in- 
clude me . In fact, Mr Nagel 
was invited on the trade mission 
in Match 1995, which included 
a meeting with the then prime 
minister. Yitzhak Rabin. 

In the tour brochure, Mr 
Major talked about “the pres- 
ence of such a distinguished 
group of senior British busi- 
nessmen". Indeed, most of the 
group of 28 businessmen were 
chairmen or senior executives 
of quoted companies such as 
Lora Young (Cable and Wire- 
less), Richard Giordano 
(British Gas), Sir Robert Clarke 
(United Biscuits), Sir Richard 
Greenbury (Marks & Spencer), 
Sir Christopher Hogg 
(Reuters), Martin Laing (John 
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Blacks play race 
card on Labour 


Ian BurreR 


The race card has finally been 
played on Labour, not by aloiy 
backbencher but by senior fig- 
ures in the black community. 

The television presenter Dar- 
cus Howe and an alliance of 
black church leaders in south 
London are seeking to mo- 
bilise the black vote behind 
the Liberal Democrats. In par- 
ticular, they are backing Keith 
Kerr, a black LibDcm candi- 
date, to oust Labour's Kate 
Haey from her Vauxhall con- 
stituency. which includes Brit- 
ton. They claim Labour has 
overlooked the concerns of 
black people.while concentrat- 
ing its efforts on the fight for 
middle England. 

Bcrrue Grant, Labour can- 
didate for Tottenham, appeared 
to endorse such a view when he 
attacked the “offensive" use of 
a bulldog in Labour's cam- 
paign. He told a meeting of the 


North Islington Blade Socialist 
Society: “The question of rare 
has been raised in an obscure 
way by the Labour Party." 

in his speech, delivered to a 
private meeting last week and 
made public yesterday, he said: 
“Regiments like the Coldstream 
Guards had this bulldog as 
their mascot and they used to 
terrorise people in Africa, the 
Caribbean and elsewhere. 

“When ihey went into kittle 
against the Zulus, they used to 
sing “Rule Britannia", “Land of 
Hope and Glory" and these 
types of songs. 

“It is a damn disgrace that the 
Labour Party of all parties, that 
is supposed to be an interna- 
tional parly, it is a disgrace that 
they should use these kinds of 
symbols in order to push for the 
fact that they arc patriotic.” 

In Vauxhall, Mr Kerr, a man- 
ager with British Airways and 
who was bom in nearby Peck- 
ham. has won the support of 


several prominent black church 
leaders. 

The Reverend Hewie An- 
drew, a Methodist minister, 
and the Reverend David Udo, 
director of race relations for the 
Diocese of Southwark, have 
organised meetings for Mr Kerr 
to speak to members of other 
black-led churches. 

Mr Andrew said: “If Keith 
wins then all the political par- 
ties will have to thmk, think and 
think again. They would never 
be able to take us for granted 
again.” 

Canvassing on a south Lon- 
don estate yesterday, Ms Hoey 
said she was not concerned by 
the threat posed by Mr Kcit and 
expected to increase her already 
large majority of over 10.000. 

She said she had been well- 
received by black constituents 
during the campaign. “The 
black community is nearly 100 
per cent solid behind me," she 
said. 




Laing), Sir Sidney Upworth 
(National Westminster) and 
Lord Sterling (P&O). Howev- 
er, the Diamond Exchange was 
not on the itinerary. 

Mr Nagel still manages to re- 
main in Conservative codes. In 
December he attended a Con- 
servative Friends of Israel din- 
ner at which Mr Major was 
present and both men were 
also at a Huntingdon Founda- 
tion Dinner organised a couple 
of months ago. 
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Tangled web: The diamond broker Willie Nagel (far left), his home (centre), and Peter Brown, John Major's 
Huntingdon constituency agent (above left), with the Prime Minister . Photographs: Adrian Dennis,. Manni Masons 
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If you like the way your HP printer gives you results 
that ore so dear and sharp, here's how to make sure - 
that they are ohooys clear, always sharp. And that is 
by insisting o n original HP Printing Supplies. 

f ^ w 1 These are designed by HP to interact 

I| la precisely with your printer. 

WMj mW}. To give you an example, take our ’ . 
Resolution Enhancement 

technology (REt). This enables our . 
LaserJet printers to print smaller 
dots for smoother curves and sharper lines. To make 
it work, we had to make the particles in our toner 
smaller too. So small that ft takes thousands of them 
just to dot an i. 

Producing particles this size requires enormous accuracy 
in manufacturing, and the highest quality control. 

But there's more to sharpness than toner quality. 
Every time you fit a new HP cartridge, you refresh 
your printing system -replacing the parts that could 
Otherwise wear and degrade the print output 


Which means that with every new HP toner 

cartridge, we give you a bfettme warranty. 

As long as there is HP toner in the cartridge, we 
guarantee the same'clear, sharp results on every 
page you print. 

As part of our total printing system, we also offer a 
range of HP labels and transparency film designed to 
withstand the high operating te m per a t u res inside the 

printer -so they’re not only clear and sharp, but also 

resist crinkling: 

For more information, see.ourwetTstte on - 
http •JI'H w w2.hp.coni/go/8iipplier 
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Key marginals lean toward Labour 


John Major is pinning his hopes of winning the 
election on those still undecided. Yesterday 
Independent reporters visited six Tory marginals 
and found voters coming off the fence and 
switching their allegiance to Tony Blair 
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Wcteel Streeter 

Middle En gland is beginning to 
swing behind New Labour in 
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significant numbers as polling 
day approaches, according to 
The Independent’s group of dis- 
affected Conservatives in a key 
marginal seat. 

Over the final, crucial week- 
end a number of the group in 
Redditch, Worcestershire - who 
have swayed to-and-fro during 
the campaign - have decided to 
take the “time for a change? 
message to heart After much 
soul-searching in recent days, six 
out of the 13 will “definitely” 
vote for Labour with one un- 
decided. 

This is the strongest move 
towards Tbny Blair's party in the 
group for some time and sug- 
gests a healthy victory in Red- 
ditch and augers well for the 
party in picking up the vote of 
so-callea Mondeo Mian of Mid- 
dle England. 

The reasons for the belated 
change vary between a feeling 
that the party tinder Tbny Blair, 
who has impressed the voters 
more in recent days, can final- 
ly be trusted on the economy as 


REDDITCH 

well as other issues, and a sense 
that the Tories are tired and 
have broken too many promis- 
es. 

Butcher Brian Nicolls, 60, a 
late switcher, saw the Prime 
Minister's weekend interview 
with Jonathan Dimbleby and 
that made up his mind. “I 
watched the interviews because 



1 wanted to make up my mind. 
Mr Major was asked about pre- 
vious promises not to raise tax 
and he could not give a straight- 
forward answer. I have not vot- 
ed Labour for many years but 
I’m going to now." 

Engineer Mark Kedfem, 29, 
saw Tbny Blair's Frost interview 
and liked what the Labour 
leader said including Labour's 
support for the Social Chapter. 
“1 was a bit disappointed with 


STEVENAGE 



Stevenage: Tories now on the endangered list 

Victim of the 
recession is 
loath to forgive 


JaJo Mayes 

Many Srevenage voters arc be- 
ing diverted away from their 
natural home with the Conser- 
vatives. Jo Hflsdcn. who with 
her husband, Trevor, runs TJ’s 
Cafe, can reel off a Ust of small 
shopkeepers who have dosed in 
the past four years - the kitchen 
designer, the lady with the oul- 
sizc-shoe shop and so on - it is 
this list which has turned her 
against the lories. 

“1 was a Tbry voter. But we’ve 
been here four years. And in 
that time we've suffered so 
much under the recession and 
we've had no help at alL When 
we asked for help, they said it 
was just something we all hod 
to go through. They said it was 
the global economy. Now 
they're trying to claim the cred- 
it for it getting better." 

Mis Hflsdcn could forgive the 
Conservatives almost anything 
hut she couldn't forgive them 
letting her down. “They're not 
the party of small business. 
I'm voting for Tony Blair." In 
the 1980s Stevenage embodied 
a Tory dream, with its high lev- 
els of new owne ^occupation 
and young. aspiraikmaJ fami- 
lies. "But it has been bruised by 
the recession and feels reluctant 
to forgive. 

With the closure of firms 
and unemployment creeping 
up to 6 per cent, this is a place 
40 minutes from London where 
it is possible to see a choice of 
fiats for £25,000: a very tired 
new town. In this climate, local 
candidates have taken on an un- 
usual significance. What mat- 
ters, say" roters, is what they will 
do for*Stevenage. And this is 
where the Tories are losing 




issues are upsetting some former Tories in Watford 


Mr Blair early in the campaign 
buL he's doing better now. I just 
hope he keeps his promises.” 

Another Labour voter will be 
former British Gas travel man- 
ager Roger Frost, 54, who feels 
let down by the Conservatives, 
including over the way elderly 
people have been forced to 
sell their homes to pay for 
long-term care. 

“It's a big change for me to 
vote Labour, I've never done so 
before. Td never have voted for 
Neil Kinnock but I feel a lot 
more comfortable with Tony 
Blair. I feel at home with him.” 

Warehouse operative Adrian 
Blick. 30, has wavered over 
voting for Labour but will now 
back them because he feels 
they have better policies on the 
NHS, schools and the jobless. 
“I think the result wfl] be tight 
as some will change their mmd 
at the last minute. But 1 wfil not. 
It just feels right to vote for 
Labour, we need a change.” 

For local government work- 
er Craig Cotes, 37 , backing 
New Labour is more anti-Con- 
servative than pro-Mr Blair. 
“Tb be honest I think Tony 
Blair is a bit of a prat But the 
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Eleventh hour: The Undecldeds In key constituencies like Redditch are thinking perhaps it is “time for a change". 


country’s in a rut and we need 
something new. I hope Labour 
proves me wrong.” He liked 
some of the Liberal Democrat's 
policies but felt the parly was 
“out of the running." 


Toolmaker Andrew Osdak, 
35. has been more and more-im- 
pressed with Tbny Blair who will 
win his vote. “I saw him on the 
party election broadcast when 
he was talking at home and he 


made a lot of sense.” 

He feels the Tbries are spilt 


Former sales consultant Su- 
san Lovett, 38, is typical of 


and not hilly committed to win- many of those remaining with 
ning and likes Labour's policies the Conservatives, believing 
on education and especially the party is stronger on the core 


training for young people. 


issue of the economy.. “X just 


Mood of change 
threatens Tory 
fight back 


BEDFORD 


TAMWORTH 


votes. Despite an impressive list 
of visiting heavyweight sup- 
port, few seem to have seen 
Timothy Wood, the candidate, 
canvassing in the flesh, and he 
has failed to capitalise on any 
residual goodwill. Voters like 
Rachel Barber say their vote has 
been determined by “effective" 
canvassing on behalf of Labour 
candidate Barbara Follett. 
“Barbara Follett seems very 
Stcvcnage-orie mated." 

Her whole family have been 
Tory voters, she said. “But none 
of them is very sure any more. 

The problem faced by local 
Conservatives is that they are 
seen to be campaigning against 
their own record. Many local 
Conservative voters say they 
have switched on the basis of 
their own experience of appar- 
ently declining services. 

Pensioner Violet Piper aban- 
doned a lifetime habit of voting 
Conservative for the Liberal De- 
mocrats on the basis of educa- 
tion and the NHS. She was 
having to help finance her 
grandchildren through univer- 
sity. “They just don't do enough 
to help students." 

Her brother recently arrived 
from South Africa and got 
jaundice. “The NHS said he had 
to wait a week for tests and he 
was getting yellower and thin- 
ner. "He'd paid all his taxes. In 
the end he went back to South 
Africa early and they did it 
straight away," she said. Her 
husband. Bob. also a Tory wa- 
verer. seemed minded to stick 
with them, she said. “But JU 
persuade him." Overall. Steve- 
nage voters appear to rein- 
force the adage that opposition 
parties do nol win elections, 
governments lose them. 


Michael Streeter 

Twelve months ago New 
Labour won a crushing victory 
over the Conservatives in the 
South East Staffordshire by- 
election. On Thursday the par- 
ty seems certain to repeat the 
win in the re-drawn seat of Tam- 
worth - though by a reduced 
margin- according to a survey 
of former Conservative voters. 

Out of 15 people who voted 
Toiy in recent General Elec- 
tions, three said that they would 
definitely vote Labour, six will 
stay with the Conservatives, 
and the others are undecided. 
The mood of change, coupled 
with signs of tactical voting, in- 
dicates that New Labour wfl] 
comfortably achieve the 52 per 
cent swing it needs based on the 
1992 result 

The Liberal Democrats may 
have won the moral arguments 
in many voters' eyes but will pidt 
up fewer votes; as one woman 
put it: “In the end the choice is 
between red or bine." 

Among the switchers the 
mood is more a protest against 
the last IS years than enthusi- 
asm for Tbny Blair. 

Businessman Tony Bishop, 
51. believes the Government has 
run out of steam and is voting 
Labour for the first time. 
“They've had 18 years in office 
and if they’ve not done what they 
wanted they've wasted their 
time," he said. “Labour are un- 
tried and I'm a little nervous. But 
it's the only option I can see." 

Civil servant Hanora Orme, 
another switcher, is worried 
about Lhe right wing taking 
over. “Having been in for so 
long they are bringing in ex- 
treme measures. New Labour 


seem more middle of the road, 
how the lories used to be.” 

Garth Thomas, 57, is a “cra- 
dle Conservative” who will now 
vote Labour. Self-employed, 
he was forced to give up one 
business through 01 health— and 
feels the Conservatives have for- 
gotten those who earn less than 
the average national wage. 

Former Conservative voter 
Linda Chetwind, 47, is put off 
by the negative election cam- 
paign. She has real concerns 
over the state of the NHS but 
is still confused about whom to 
support “Half of me says that 
I know where I am with the 
Conservatives, but I think I 
will probably vote Labour." 

John Thomas, 54, will decide 
at the lost minute. He rates Fad- 
dy Ashdown's intelligence and 
honesty but says his party has 
no dunce of winning. After vot- 
ing Conservative at three gen- 
eral elections Mr Thomas 
believes Tbny Blair should prob- 
ably be given a chance. 

Carole Kelly, 48, is too tom 
between the main parties to 
make a decision yet but when 
pressed says she will probably 
take the “safer” option of vot- 
ing Conservative again. 

Europe is the mam worry for 
some older voters. Stanley 
Lang, 80, will switch from the 
Tbries to the Referendum Par- 
ty: “I want to be independent 
from Europe," he says. 

Ominously for the Conserv- 
atives some non-Tories may 
vote tactically. Liberal Demo- 
crat supporter Karen Gray, 29, 
a local government worker, was 
quite blunt. “I'm voting Labour 
because they have a better 
chance of winning than the 
Liberal Democrats here." 



Hard to put a 
face to predicted 
Labour swing 


CLEETHORPES 


Bedford: 61st on Labour’s critical list 


Conservatives’ 
battle over 
disillusionment 



The choice is red or blue, say Tamworth voters 


Khn Seng up ta 

The situation is simple. Bedford 
is 61st on the list of 100 critical 
seats Labour must win to get a 
majority in Lhe Commons and 
form a new government. And 
circumstances could hardly be 
better to achieve that goal. 

The boundary changes have 
turned Bedford from a Tory 
bedrock with a majority of over 
16,000 to a marginal with a ma- 
jority of 5,000. Crucially, the re- 
maining Tory vote is hardly 
solid. There appears to be a 
mood of disillusionment and 
drift. Even if the discontented 
do not all go to Labour, a sig- 
nificant number appear intent 
on deserting their party. 

As Labour's Patrick Wall 
and Bob Blackman for the 
Conservatives fight that last 
yard towards the line, this is the 
mood on the streets. 

Some Conservatives are leav- 
ing the fold, but more for the 
Liberal Democrats than 
Labour. Some are even think- 
ing of voting for the Referen- 
dum Party. At the same time, 
there's a significant number of 
people who have not made up 
their minds, as well as a large 
pool of apathy. 

Cheryl Wharton-Logue, of 
Winchester Road, Bedford 
who works in promotions, will 
switch her vote to the Liberal 
Democrats from the Conserv- 
atives. She said: u i am angry at 
Lhe way John Major allowed the 
health service to be run down. 
.1 have got three children and I 
am extremely worried about the 
stale of education." 

' Her mother, Beryl Rogers, a 
retired administrative assistant 
has voted Liberal Democrat in 


the past and will do so again. 
She stated: “It makes me angry 
• when people say a vote for the 
Lib Dems will be a vote wast- 
ed They are the only ones who 
axe honest about their policies.” 

Peter Willis, a retired dental 
surgeon, will switch his vote 
from Liberal Democrats to 
Labour this time around He 
used to vote Conservative but 
stopped when “they no longer 
cared about poor people. I will 
be voting Labour.” 

Geoffrey Wheeler, a 39-year- 
old account executive is a Lib- 
eral Democrat convert. He said 
he was disgusted by the aura of 
sleaze surrounding the Tories. 
He added: ‘1 had voted Con- 
servative in the past, including 
the last election, but I cannot do 
so for the time being. I'm sick 
and tired of ail the sexual and 
financial scandals. 

Richard Nelson, 37, a com- 
puter systems manager toyed 
with the idea of voting Labour 
but returned to the Conserva- 
tives after Tbny Blair left him 
underwhelmed He said - “At the 
start of the campaign I was 
thinkin g of voting Labour. But 
the longer it went on the less 
convinced I became. I’ll be vot- 
ing Conservative." 

Traditional Labour voters 
appear to be staying with their 
party and are alk) fairly confi- 
dent that they will wrest Bed- 
ford and with ft the country, 
from the Tbries. 

John Dickens, 43, Head of 
Politics at the University of 
Luton, of Castle Road Bedford 
said* “1 voted Labour in the past 
and I shall do so again. With the 
boundary changes I think we've 
got a very good chance of win- 
ning this seat." 


Steve Boggan . 

Talk to a traditional Conserva- 
tive voter in Qeethorpes and 
you will encounter resigned ac- 
ceptance that a Labour MP wfl] 
be elected here on Thursday for 
the first time in living memory. 

Labour supporters will tell 
you the same; so will Liberal 
Democrats. Yet the signs on the 
street yesterday were that this 
seat is not so dear cut as many 
voters assume. 

In order to take the seat from 
Michael Brown, the right-of- 
centre Tory, the Blairite Shona 
Mdsaac needs to overturn a 
majority of about 6500. Statis- 
ticians say taking Qeethorpes, 
Labour's 74th target seat, would 
give Labour a majority of at 
least 30. Boundary changes 
have been kind to Labour, 
eradicating some of the Tory 
heartlands in the southern parts 
of the old Brigg and 
Qeethorpes constituency. Party 
canvassers say old Tbries are 
coming over to Labour in their 
droves, but we found precious 
few on the streets yesterday. 

Many people intending to 
vote Conservative said they be- 
lieved Labour would win. But, 
when asked whether their 
friends were switching to 
Labour, none could name any. 

Alan Briscoe and his wife, 
Terry, both in their fifties, said 
they wavered for a time, but ul- 
timately felt they couldn’t trust 
Tony Blair. “I'm afraid I can re- 
member what It was like the last 
time Labour were in, and I be- 
lieve the unions are waiting in 
the wings,” said Mr Briscoe. 

One waverer The Independent 
moke to two weeks ago has now 
decided to come down on the 
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trust the Tbries more." 

She adds: “Perhaps if Tony 
Blair had been more willing to 
face' the voters directly I would 
have looked at him with more 
respect." 


side of the Conservatives. John 
Bayliss, 49, a financial adviser, 
said he bad been swayed by 
Labour's plans for Scottish 
devolution. 

“1 believe that is the thin end 
of the wedge," he said. Mr 
Bayliss was also swayed by tbc 
Conservatives' promise to hold 
a referendum on a single cur- 
rency. . He was unaware that 
Labour had made the same 
pledge, reflecting the Labour 
campaign hierarchy’s concern 
that they have failed to get the 
party's policy on Europe across 
to many voters. 

There was some evidence 
that young people are im- 
pressed by the honesty of the 
Liberal Democrats, although 
there was a belief, too, that a 
Lib-Dem vote was a waste. 

Sarah Langley, 20. said: “I'm 
voting Labour tactically be- 
cause I want the Tories out. But 
if there was any chance of the 
Liberal Democrat [Keith 
Melton] getting in, Td vote for 
him. I like their policies better 
than Labour's. Labour seems to 
have forgotten about the ordi- 
nary people." 

However, the rump of tradi- 
tional Labour voters in the 
constituency feel confident that 
they will win and they see Tony 
Blair and his reforms as the rea- 
son why one nation Tories will 
switch. 

“John Major doesn't seem to 
have any lire in him, whereas 
-Tony Blair has revitalised 
Labour." said Kathleen 
Wi I bourne, 50. “People are 
ready for a change but they are 
also concerned about other is- 
sues, particularly health. Hos- 
pitals round here are so bad. I'd 
rather slit my throat than go in." 


( m: 

On target But Labour’s new support hard to pin down 




Fran Abrams 

Tory voters in this previously 
safe constituency are now 
unhappy with their party. Most 
will return to the fold, unable, 
in the end, to bring themselves 
to vote for anyone else. 

But a significant minority 
will not. The swing in Watford 
could be enough to send 
Labour’s Qaire Ward to West- 
minster. If ft does, %tfordians 
wfl] be able to boast that theirs 
is the youngest MP - Ms Whrd, 
a trainee solicitor, is just 24. The 
Independent’s small and entire- 
ly unscientific survey supported 


the party’s claim that ft was just 
ahead of the Tories, who have 
held the seat since 1979. 

Labour needs a 7 per cent 
swing to overturn the 9,500 
majority with which Tristan 
Garel-Jones won here in 1992. 
If the party’s efforts pay off and 
if the win reflects a uniform na- 
tional picture. Labour will have 
a 50-seat majority i a Parliament. 

Valerie Hayden, who works 
as a secretary in London, is typ- 
ical of those unhappy Tbries 
who will turn out in the end to 
support their party. “I think I’ve 
decided," she said. “Quite 
frankly. I can’t see Tbny Blair 


WATFORD 


as Prime Minister. I'm not en- 
tirely happy, but I don't think 
anyone is entirely happy with 
their government. I don't want 
to part with our currency and I 
think Labour would do that.” 

Her concern with Europe 
reflects a trend in Whtford that 
amid be the undoing of the Tbry 
candidate, Robert Gordon, who 
hopes ro take over Mr Garel- 
Jones’s former place in Wesl-_ 
minster. 

The Referendum Party 
seems to he polling strongly 


here - the Tbries, talking down 
the problem, have apparently 
a dmi tted that it could take 
2^500 votes. 

Among the former Tories 
who will support Labour is Ed- 
wanfHain, a retirecfsalcs man- 
ager. He believes in a 
'“‘Common Market” but not in 
a single currency or in a feder- 
al Europe. “1 don’t believe any- 
body should vote for anybody 
else. A month ago neither 
Labour, nor the Conservatives 
wfere the slightest bit interest- 


ed in Europe. If s only because 
of the Referendum Party that 
they have been forced to make 
promises about it,” he said. 

Local issues are also upset- 
ting some former Tories. Jane 
Seager, a mother, is angry that 
she has not been able to find an 
acceptable secondary school 
place for her child. She wifi ei- 
ther vote Liberal Democrat or 
not vote at aH “All the schools 
we have applied to* are grant- 
maintained- They have been giv- 
en carte blanche to dbtfiat they 
want by : this government, f 
won’t go blue again, but I def- 
initely couldn't vote Labour.” 




Others have decided to back 
new Labour. Vipul Paid, 
rector of a software company 
voted Conservative in the past. 
This time he will vote Labour 
^They^ screwed it up," he 
Ifs the sleaze - it’s terrible 
You can t vote for someone 
don’t trust any more.” 

A former Conservative -v ot 
mg factory worker, who did n 
want to give his name, feh 
same. He, too, will probaSS 
vote Labour, though EjHS 

try £1 0 m the last five years w 
they voted themself a 26^7 
cent rise," he said. 0per 
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* English Tory finds no meanness on the 



David McKittrick on Ulster’s good-natured election campaign 


At 9am yestcrd^ ] Sacah Dines, 
Conservative candidate for East 
Belfast, was being hugged by John 
/Major in "Belfast dty centre. At 
11am she wasstamfing in the rain in ; 
- an urban republican enclave, sur- 
ronndetibf Siim Fein postcis and 
anti-British murals.' 

It was aU a far ay from her Essex 
home. The Prime Minister had been 
enclosed in a phalanx of security but 
in the'Short Strand, a tiny speckof 
Catholic green in the otherwise red 
white and Mae Protestant sea of East 
Belfast, Ms Dines was accompanied 
only by her hn&ancL . 

An energetic barrister, she has 
been amazed at just how different: 
things are . in Northern. Ireland.-. 
"Electioneering Is infinitely more 
civilised here than on the toafolaiiri." 
she said.. u When I was a BasQdon dis- 
trict councillor lhad leaflets tom up 
in front of me: I would actually get 
spat cm m some of the council estates, ■ 
there was so mudi-vitriol.” • 

Belfast; by contrast, turns out to 


Flying the flag: Sarah Dines, Tory candidate for East Belfast, has won many friends but probably few votes 


“People are far nicer here,”- sheen- 
thused. “They are gemrinely really 
pplite and mild-mannered. The av- 
erage man on the doorstep Will say, 
Photograph: Pacemaker ‘Well, no, I’m hot your supporter but 


good task toyou,’ anUheHstnile.It'i 
sore£resWn& M - : . ■ 

' East Belfast is Peter Robinson's, 
kingdom,- held by the Democratic 
Unionist party deputy leader for 
. nearly two decades. Thereis no real 
chance of Ms Dines deposing him al- 
though, as'.sbe said, “if everybody 
.wl». has promised to vbfe for me ; 
does, then Pm the next MP for East 
Belfast*' Belfest-siyle courtesy, ex- 
tends, it-seejns, into the realm of the 
diplomatic falsehood 

The promises to vo.lc for her 
have ali come from Protestant disr 
tricts: in Short Strand yesterday she 
-won no pledges of support but, just 
~ as she had predicted, everyone was 
polite and good-maiuiered, andno 
.one told her to get back to Engtand. 

lostead, bvo old . ladies Coaled 
aiui<*aaedaiiaabb , .‘lvoteforwho- 
eyer I take a fancy to on. the day," 
laughed one. “I vote for, Sinn mh; 
always,” said the other, pleasantly - 
enough. They were unimpressed by 
Ms Dmes’s observations teat people 
m Northern Ireland had imidh more: 
money spent on them than elsewhere 
in the UK: they may be poli te in the 
Short Strand, but gratirata" to Britob 
governments is in short supply. - 

The only thing that reafiy scan- 


dafisedMs Dines was ihe number of 
noa-wotere. “I don't vote at all, none 
■ of my family do," said an old lady* 

- Ahotherwoman shook her head: “I 
don’t vote, ni Couldn’t care, to be 
honest with you." A load shop- 
keeper, a jovial man in a striped blue 

- Huron, said cheerfully: “Haven’t vot- 


ed for 20 years. Wife’s the same. 


Dines was almost pleading- “You 
should vote,” she told one woman 
imploringly. “Women had to fight 
very hard to get the vote in the first 
place, you know.” The woman was 
/unmoved. 

Jn a shop, Ms Dines made her pitch 
to a woman shop assistant who said 
. she supported Sam Ran. “Wfe are the 
only national party here. We want an 
end to sectarianism, we don't care 
what religion or what, colour you are. 
The fight really should be on whether 
yuu’re Conservative or socialist. I 
wouldn't vote on thebass ofidigion,*’ 
. rsaid the candidate. “Neither would IT 
said the woman, levelly. 

Each made their points, then Ms 
Dines bought a jar of marmalade and 
"they parted cm the best of terms, leav- 
ing one to wonder why alL political 
discourse could not be conducted in 
such a civilised, gracious manner. 


Ashdown 

t 

plea on 
tactical 
voting 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Paddy Ashdown yesterday cau- 
tioned people against tactical 
voting, arguing that there was 
no difference between Labour 
and the Tories. 

The Liberal Democrat leader 
also claimed in an interview on 
GMTV that over the past five 
years his party had moved 
“from a party of protest to a par- 
ty of government.*' 

He said the liberal Democ- 
rats had beaten the Conserva- 
tives into third place in local 
government and, as for Labour, 
he said: “What does Labour 
stand for any longer? Mr Blair 





may know, but I'm afraid I 
don’t, and many people don’t ei- 
ther. They seem to be as close 
to the Tory party as possible ... 

"Vote Labour on Thursday, 
Mr Blair gels to Downing 
Street, you change the name on 
the door-plate, but not a pen- 
ny extra goes into your school 
or hospital.” 

Mr Ashdown s rejection of 
the tactical vote against the 
Tories was maintained on the 
BBC Election Call programme. 

“What is politics about?" he 
asked. “What are elections 
aboui? Elections are about vot- 
ing for what you believe in. If 
you don’t vote for it you arc not 
going to get it. 

“Our joh - Mr Blair, Mr Ma- 
jor, myself - is to put forward 
clearly to the British people ... 


v* It'll be my last visit 
£ this week - John 
Major, asked if 
yesterday’s trip to 
Belfast would be his last 

That’s not grown-up talk, 
ffs not going to happen - 
Roy Hattersfey, denying he 
was in line to be Leader of 
the House of Lords in a 
Blair government 

I have been trying to defend 
Edwina on several 
occasions ... I must say I 
find it difficult on this 
occasion - Kenneth Clarke 
on Mrs Currie’s prediction of 
a Labour landslide 

Well, I'm a polite sort of guy 
... Michael Heseltine's only 
response to the Currie 
.question 

i 

E b general picture on all 
t charts is that Labour 
auld win, but It also looks 
i something weird ... is 
mg to happen on polling 
lo> - Roy Giilett, chairman 


what it is we stand for, and let 
people choose what they want 
to do according to what their 
priorities are. 

“I think that is relying on an 
intelligent vote from intelli- 
gent people without pushing 
people around. 

“I am inviting people to vote 
Liberal Democrat and that’s the 
only way you get the things only 
we now stand for. Unhappily 
now. with Labour offering the 
same policies as the Conserva- 
tives, if Labour should be elect- 
ed it would not make any 
difference." 

Without hearing that con- 
temptuous view, Mr Blair told 
the day’s election press confer- 
ence that there was ao question 
of any deals being done with the 
Liberal Democrats after Thurs- 
day. 

“I am in favour of co-oper- 
ating with other parties where 
it is in the national interest to 
do so," the Labour leader said. 
“But I am not talking pacts, 
deals and all the rest of it- that’s 
not on the agenda and never has 
been." 

Mr Ashdown told Election 
Call: “The proposition being pul 
equally by the Conservatives 
and Labour is to make two im- 
possible promises. 

“Promise number one is that 
in the present economic climate 
that you can cut taxes and 
promise number (wo is that you 
can maintain public services. 
They must tell us which of 
those two promises they intend 
to break after the election, be- 
cause they are unachievable." 

Mr Ashdown said: “If you 
want to go on actually having 
elections based an lies, on tax 
promises that arc beuayed 
straight afterwards ... vote 
Labour, vote Conservative, it’s 
not going to make any differ- 
ence, we won’t make the long- 
term investments ... and we will 
have a system of politics which 
continues to decline in respect 
because politicians make 
promises which simply can’t be 
believed and they betray 
straight after the election." 


QUOTES 

OF THE 


of the Astrological 
Association of Great Britain 

Tony Blair is claiming that 
the Labour Party is the 
Referendum Party, Brian 
Mawhfnney says it is the 
Tories who wifi deliver a 
referendum ... they are 
lying through their teeth - 
Sir James Go/rismfth 

Nil - Sir Dents Thatcher, 
asked about John Major's 
Ghances of winning 

This isnl a landslide 
country. The only 
poll that counts is 
on election day - T 

Tony Blair J 

Compiled by Ben Summers 
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Blair warns of new 


Anthony Bevins and 
Jeremy Laurence 

A big increase in private med- 
ial insurance, offering a cut- 
price deal for the fast-track 
use of NHS services, would be 
another step towards the de- 
struction of the health service 
under a fifth-term Tory gov- 
ernment, Tony Blair warned 
yesterday. 

The Labour leader told a par- 
ty press conference: “I fear for 
the future of the NHS if the 


Tories get back in. Brick by brick 
they have been dismantling the 
foundations on which the NHS 
, private med- sands. If they win, llieyvnll have 
tfferin* a cut- a licence to kill the NHS as we 
51 know it They must be stopped." 

Mr Blair based his attack on 
leaked material from a joint pri- 
vate medical insurance deal, un- 
der discussion between Norwich 
Union and the NHS trusts. He 
said it supported his charge that 
the Tories were planning “a ma- 
jor expansion in the use of pri- 
vate health insurance as part of 


the two-tier NHS". 

The document speaks of tar- 
geting patients who feel guilty 
about abandoning the NHS but 
who would be prepared to pay 
to jump the queue for treatment. 
It says the new private-care pol- 
icy would be sold to “'sodaDy re- 
sponsible dinkies [double 
income, no kids] and e mp ty 
nestera, such as teachers, public 
service personnel, poUtidhlly 
right-on professionals and your 
Matthew Hardings” - a refer- 
ence to the millioaairediainnan 


of Chelsea Football Qub who 
gave large sums to the Labour 
Party before be was killed in a 
helicopter accident last year. 

The document says these 
people are seeking “an accept- 
able way to go private" who 
want speed of treatment but are 
“far less concerned about the 
added friUs.” Their objections 
could be overcome by convinc- 
ing them that they are sup- 
porting their local hospital and 
making a contribution to NHS 
patients, it says. 


Mr Blair said in response: 
“Unless the people of Britain 
use their vote on Thursday to 
send a Mayday warning, there 
will not be a National Health 
Service worth the name in five 
years’ rime.” 

Chris Smith, Labour’s health 
spokesman, later described the 
arrangement as a “sweetheart 
deal”, prompting Stephen Dar- 
rell, the Secretary of State for 
Health, to issue a denial 
through Tbiy party headquar- 
ters. Mr DorreD added that he 





Kathy Marks on the wit and wisdom 
of David Evans, man of the people 


The man in the battered Fies- 
ta aught sight of David Evans, 
screeched to a halt and re- 
versed backup the road. “How 
yer doing, guv’nor?” he yelled. 

The man, who turned out to 
be Deo Cox, owner of a local 
fish-and-dnp shop, had stopped 
to wish his local MP well for 
Thursday. Mr Cox was full of 
praise for Mr Evans. “He’s a 
great man, like a gun barrel, 
dead straight,” he said. “You 
don’t get no pretty words from 
him, you get direct talk." 

It is with direct talk that the 
colourful Conservative MP for 
Welwyn Hatfield has made a 
name. A staunch right-winger of 
the hanging and flogging school, 
he was vilified last month for an 
interview with a school maga- 
zine in which be sprayed abuse 
in several directions. 

Mr Evans, 6l, described Vir- 
ginia Bottom ley as “dead from 
the neck upwards”, scorned fe- 
male MPs generally and said his 
Labour opponent, Melanie 
Johnson, was a “single girl" with 
“three bastard children" who 
had “never done a proper job". 
He also referred to a “black 
bastard" who had been con- 
victed of rape. 

But far from damaging his 
prospects in Welwyn Hatfield, 
where boundary changes have 
reduced his majority to 6,500, 
Mr Evans's outburst appears to 
have boosted his -popularity. 
As he canvassed yesterday m 
Mardley Heath, an affluent 
area on the outskirts of Welwyn, 
an elderly woman threw her 
arms around him. “I hope to 
heaven you get back in,” she 
said. “You speak your mind. I 
wish there were more like you.” 

Mr Evans shows no hint of 
contrition. A self-made mil- 
lionaire, he loves his barrow-boy 
image and believes that his 


comments demonstrate he is a 
man of the people. “The voters 
here know what David Evans is 
about, so they weren't shocked. 
Maybe my language was a bit 
colourful, but I thmk the meat 
of it was what people think. For 
every person round here who 
calls me bigoted, there's another 
one who says: “You were a bit 
out of order 1 and then leans for- 
ward and whispers 'But I agree 
with you, mate’." 

Mr Evans elaborated on his 
views about female MPS yes- 
terday - they are by necessity 
"substandard”, he said - and he 
reiterated his opinion of Miss 
Johnson. “She lives in Cam- 
bridge with her boyfriend and 
three illegitimate children. I've 
lived here for 35 years. I'm a 
family man with family values. 
If ever there was a stark choice 
between two people, this is it.” 

Welwyn Hatfield is a barom- 
eter seat It has never returned 
a Tory MP when Labour has 
been m power. Mr Evans said 
he expected to hang on. 

John Redwood, for whom he 
was campaign manager during 
the leadership battle, has lent 
support, as has Lord P arkins on, 
“we went into the heart of 
Melanie country last week,” 
Mr Evans said. “Bandit coun- 
try. I got a few mouthfuls there, 
I an tell you.” His tirade last 
month at least provides a talk- 
ing-point on doorsteps. “Tve 
been your MP For 10 years and 
I get myself into hot water 
sometimes," he says by way of 
introduction. 

The well-groomed women 
in the semi-detached houses of 
Mardley Heath are unper- 
turbed. "I think he’s just a typ- 
ical man of his generation," raid 
one. “He probably opened his 
mouth without thinking. My 
husband does it an the time.” 



Run around the houses for would-be PM 


Christian Wolmar 

Tony Blair has confirmed that 
he will be moving into Down- 
ing Street if Labour wins the 
election, though it is unclear ex- 
actly where he will live in the fa- 
mous street. 

He has intimated to civil ser- 
vants that he will be moving out 
of his Islington home in North 
London but he may delay mov- 
ing for a few weeks to prepare 


his family for the upheaval. 

However, the flat in NolO. 
which used to be the servants’ 
quarters of the house, is rela- 
tively small, with four bed- 
rooms, and much less space 
than the Blairs 1 current home 
for him, his wife and three chil- 
dren. It might be possible for Mr 
Blair to live at No 1 1. which has 
a more spacious flat, as Gordon 
Brown, the shadow chancellor, 
is unmarried and has no chil- 


dren. The decision by Mr Blair 
ends speculation that he would 
follow in the footsteps of 
Harold Wilson, the last prime 
minister not to live in Downing 
Street. During his final term of 
office, Wilson lived in Lord 
North Street While Mr Major 
has lived at No 10, during the 
eariy part of his premiership his 
wife, Norma, remained at then- 
home in Huntingdon. 

If Downing Street is unsuit- 


able, the prime minister could, 
choose from several other gov- 
ernment-owned flats including 
three at Admiralty House and 
the home generally occupied by 
the home secretary in South 
Eaton Place. The prime minis- 
ter also has the use of Chequers, 
the country home in Bucking- 
hamshire. 

It also emerged, yesterday 
that civil servants do not expect 
Labour to have a deputy prime 


had beam touch with the chief 
executive of the NHS Confed- 
eration, which represents NHS 
- trusts and health authorities, 
who had* told him: “I have-in-' 
formed the co-chaizs of the 
■NHS Confederation that, in 
my view, it would not heap- 
propriate for the confederation 
to be involved in promoting pri- 
vate medical insurance." 

The leaked Norwich Union 
document, dated 9. December 
Last year, says the price of poli- 
cies that might be offered 


"should be “artifidaUy 

to attract new business in the 

first year. But it warns ofa 
haddash bf the NHb 


gupa have -gas 
«a«l*u™ !K from 

•SJ2S3^.*a5 


Federation should we 


OCCU Uf [ABU — P-- r , 

increases in years .two ana 
three". 

The NHS Trust Federation 
opened negotiations with sev- 
eral insurance companies last 
year to seek ways of defending 
its pay-bed income of over 
£200m a year. 


w .NM3 - 

patients* “Si merged « 
Thefc^^nai-VRso- 

monthwithth^w lhnn ties 

dotion of Hcaiin NHS 

and » ^SJrdav.thi- 

Confedcrauon^j scheme 

confederation^ p(0vi der 

after the election. T 





by Aanonymous 


D minus three. The 
bigeheese 
interviewer was 
interrupting too 
much. These things 2? 
bad a delicate ecology and the 

rjmfKriah* — •w hile mildly 
irritated at the constant 
hecHmg- knew that it was his 
interrogator and not him who 
was likely to get the blame from the 
linemen foryet another sterile 

rmrrfm n fat-inn . . 

Even now the duly log at Broadcasting 
House would be gradually filling up with 
the complaints of Mis Enid Bunce of 
Bromsgrove and Dr Roger Rott of 
Rochester. 

.. His best strategy was to check his own 
desire to soap back, and to stay polite. One 
of the things th at he most admired about 
Sarfcy was the way that the small Scot 
would rip the occasional questioner to 
shreds, turning the tables m a manner that 
was berth shocking and complelling. 

One budding jock had probably had his 
career foreshortened by a careless 
accusation levelled at Salty’s comrades. 
TiC ge nd had it chat the young 
man in question had left the 
stodfo white and. quivering, ^ 

his bloody testifies stflLon the 
floor. Regrettably, it was not _ , 

the Candidate’s styled “May I 0TO&CI 
just be allowed a moment to - . 

answer your question, John?" r&QlO 

he asked politely. 

What the piranhas in the W6T6 i 
upper part of the pool (the « 

wanner water, closer to the JQ T* SC 
sun) wanted was new . , . , 

answers. These broadsheets WlllCD. 1 
and up-market radio johnnies . 

were desperate for something ■ UltO c 

- anything - which would 

turn into a running story. 

Failing that, they bad to fall back on the 
curled tip, the ironic tine and the 
exasperated tone, indicating to those who 
needed to know it- their bosses, peers and 
families -that they were no easy touches. 

He understood their needs, but it did 
not much matter, the replies were always 
the same however cleverly the questions 
were couched. They lodged in various 
cerebral cubby holes and recesses, dose 
enough to his mouth to be instantly 
available when needed. Soon enough, God 
wilting, there would be stories for all as his 
new government was formed, and the Grey 
Man’s party imploded. From now - for the 
next 72 hours— it was stamina that 
counted; the sheer bloody physical and 
mental toughness to keep going. 

It took real effort to grind out the grins 
and “nice to meet yers” in every single 
place he went Tb keep on eye on whether 
the snappers were trying to tine him up 
with a U-tum sign or something tike that 


Up in the air: Three members of the Natural Law Party demonstrate Yogic Flying in London yesterday. According to its leader. Dr Geoffrey 
Clements, the party alms to place “health and happiness at the centre of politics" through the practice of meditation Photograph: Brian Harris 


Straight-talking right-winger 
reckons he will have last say 


6 These 

broadsheet and momentarily ty the strange 

. experience of hearing his 

radio lohnnies own comments - made to 
. handshakers lining his 

were desperate route - being amplified by 

, the radio microphone on 

TOT something his tie, all for the use of the 
^ copy starved journalists in 

which would turn the pen. What can I 

. m . usefully ask these guys 

• into a story y about rugby? Dunno'. Keep 

going. 

On the bus and into the 
± ou the midlands city, a sudden pain in his guts, an 
le appalling attack of wind. Ridiculously 

those who pamful, but not an excuse to disappoint the 
s, peers and faithful (or to create a "candidate in 
y touches. fatigue shock” story). Keep going! 

■ut it did Under the town hall and as he made his 

ac always open-air address for the umpteenth rime to 
questions an unusually enthusiastic crowd he looked 
orioiis up and spotted - on the town hall balconv 

ses, dose - Jeremy from the BBC (who looks 
mtiy nothing tike Jeremy from Sky TV) 

lough, God combing- his air before performing his 

br all as his piece de camera. “Hell I’m just the 
ud the Grey backdrop," thought the candidate. And 
jw - for the kept going. 

hat Into the helicopter and down to the 

ical and London TV studios, there to be eaten by a 

V live audience, anxious to make their minor 
it the grins mark on posterity or - possessed by that 

Y single infuriating self righteousness with which 

mwhether the powerless sometimes tike to gel even - 
i him up make a major mark on him. Never mind. 

; tike that. Keep going. 


Will power was needed not u 
be seduced by thoughts of 
what Whizz and Brother Twi 
were doing back in London, 
busily making contacts ana 
feeling their way into 
government. Focus! Keep 
going! From the interview to 
the press conference in the 
brightly coloured regional 1 v 
studio. It seemeato be a media rule of 
thumb that the more primary colours a 
building or a newspaper was daubed in. inc 
more essentially trivial it would be. Here, 
before an audience of his travelling 
piranhas, he engaged in a bizarre long- 
distance link to Mr Brown and big fi-sh 
down in the capital. The disembodied 
voice of Unde Herbert - for once 
separated from his substance — floated 
down the ether to accuse him jovially of 
complacency. Never mind. Keep going! 

Thence to a midlands university to give a 
quick speech to 100 friendly students: keep 
grring . Now off to the sports field, there to 
ask otiose royal family type questions of 
sceptical rugger players, most of whom 
seemed friendly enough (though he could 
hear the inevitable nervous 
half-shouts of “wanker" 
from some of those on the 
ieSe fringes). Keep going. 

And he was unnerved 


Welsh constituency 
does it in threes 


Mr Evans door-stepping on the campaign trail yesterday Photograph: John Lawrence 


minister with extensive powers, 
like the current incumbent, 
Michael Hesehine, who has a 
palatial office .at 70 Whitehall 
which houses the Cabinet Of* 
fice. This suggests that John 
Prescou will not be taking a sim- 
. flar role. 

Labour refused to be drawn 
on speculation about cither Mr 
-Prescott or Mr ; Blair. A 
spokesperson said: “'We have no 
comment to make on tins." 




Tony Heath ' 

t and the Liberal De- 
mocrats are slugging it out toe- 
to-toe in Brecon and 
Radnorshire, a curate's egg of 
a constituency boasting a history 
of tight three-way battles. 

The major parties have all 
held sway there in the past 25 
years. The Tory Jonathan Evans 
scrapedin by 130 votes over the 
liberal Democrat Richard 
Livseym 1992 but as polling day 
looms a change looks highly 
likely. 

A swing of 0.1 per cent would 
see. Paddy Ashdown’s man 
home. Labour needs a 4.9 per 
cent swing to triumph and the 
party’s candidate, Chris Mann, 
points to an NOP poll for the 
television company HTV which 
puts Labour in Wales on 60 per 
cent, with the Trines tr ailing at 
19. per cent, the liberal De- 
mocrats on 9 percent and Plaid 
Cymru on 12 per cent 


fending majorities ranging from 




5, 000 to more than 20 DQO - were 
drafted in to the Mid-Wiles con- 
stituency. 

They were joined by Chris 
Smith, the shadow health sec- 
retary, and teams were out in 
the three main towns of a 
sprawling constituency so di- 
verse that in the south the coal 
mining industry is still remem- 
bered whDe in the north the rail- 
way station at Nighton is 
actually in Shropshire, 

Peter Hain sils on a 23,975 
majority in neighbouring Neath, 
which is twinned with Brecon 
and Radnorshire. He told shop- 
pers in Brecon: “People who 
voted Liberal in 1992 ended up 
with aToiy MP and a Tbiy gov- 
ernment. When there was a 
Liberal MP in the 1987 parlia- 
ment he was simply ignored by 
the Tory government A Labour 
MP backing a Labour govern- 
ment is the best outcome.” Pri- 
vately, all three parties believe 
they can win, but bets are be- 
ing hedged. James Gibson- 
Watt, the Liberal Democrat 
agent, says cautiously: “it looks 
favourable, but with three days 
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to go funny things can happen " 
Mr Evans campaigns n n his 
record He claims that in 
years as an MP he has wruu-n 

to over 80,000 people- and llv , 

erage of 43 letters a day. ”l have 
worked to ensure that !,*..! 
needs are understood bv tin- 
cision makers," he says. 
Labour is marginally ,„ ur ., 

Mr N l""" '"W 

Inal 25.000 electors haw kv.» 
contacted. “We arc on r " 
cent, with the Liberal Donuv 
on 32 per cent and it 
Tones fading at 29 per 
In such a close contest ii h . 
votes of Plaid Cymru's Slow!, 
Cornelius and the Referendum 

^sluzPhiltipseouldth 
the key. Ms Phillips was he;, i t ! 

tnetl yesterday when rvn,, rls 
mcklcd through ofT.uv 
being replaced hy hers. 

Labour claims' to have U n, 
tiffed 17.000 support 
enough to snatch the viciorv «* 
ferefav s high-prolife "biiL-^hv 
candidates like Ron rL l 
the shadow Welsh sccrei 
Ann Owyd and Rhodii .\w,2 
was designed to make rear" 













% 


. W: 1 . 




'AV'-f 


5*? 




.'•'Vc 


3K 






■<* 


4 




?*> 


s*i 








;' ,n l' , *«H.hit o4a 

. ’. '■■ , ‘J 1 “'J h iluufte? 

r.: 1 *. •'■■"? ** ■ S 

" : ' n '"»Mnyn m n ta ^ 

‘ ^Iwi wav imp 

■‘" ■I*'-™ UnalKop 
' ll ' m ilir imavinr 
^RkrcMehfc , 
>i , n , urtfdrco«BlH 

■ ■' !•’ K\: nit-Juiilenf 
*■• ‘ ; :!iun oiloiBsi 
' ;; ' k i'"i v: " iMUiftla.t 1 

' i ■’.!:; \%<iuldtHLHee, • 
•: i!i» ir.n effing 

" • ■■;••'• •*!"■ i hnwctoj- i 

f ’ ' lii. MnanJIwM 

• :•. »! i‘:v Jwmhwfed 

• '■ f ‘ '.’i i'IW • 

" ■: ‘i '"iM.Ort-llqbd ; 

- ■ kmijiiinlj'Df i 

’ J Keep crag j 

•ni.iii inpi j 

1 • ^''’’unjHsiuifcnlsfc 

• ■ !ii. ! 

• • ' ...-j 1 ' ujvqucsjkmsnf ! 

• .s.-s ;iLM>'t«hiul * 

l;-‘l I Jil.nich be atli j 

i - jniuiaMenav* | 

m banker’ i 

• ■■: ■-••■u- »•/ tfciKtf«l6f . 
Ki i p ping- 

\ n.> umKnfd t 

t j ■ llK'iOTf ; 

„ ....:::!i: k T*-inadf* ' 

Juk.T^ ImHKho ; 



j 

T s. w lb: »« of* , 

i ,!■»•.* i.'LirafisB i i 

1 *•' *' . .,«iilWpP i. , 

k ... ../t-.VPcct*’-* 0 !? : 

■ - *: 

' . fcvp :••!•>' . A 

■ 

' •’ ;• 

■ ■ ■■ ■■■*■: ' 

: • ■ 

•” ' v vi; .•'!»!»!» . 

, 

• : 

■ •• -'.i ■■ 


tituenf? 

threes 


■ •• 




. irjfe 




ft 




ING 




SAC RE 




There’s one tradition we have no respect, for the one that says that Rovers must be expensive. 

For example, the £11,995* Rover 414S you see here, with its legendary long-distance ride qualities, 

even includes 5-spoke alloy wheels in its price. 

Call 0345 186 i86 for details, or visit>©ur local Rover dealer. 
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RELAX. 

iT ‘ ‘ ^ ROVER 4 MS £tiS95. PlOCi. CORRECT At TIME OP GOING TO PRESS. INCLUDES 12 MONTHS ROAD TAX DELIVERY TO DEALER PREMISES AND NUMBER PLATES. SUBJECT TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. 

KEH-S RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRJCE- MODEL SHOW . . 
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Refugee crisis: As UN turns the screws on Zaire’s rebel leader, troops fly out in case foreigners need to be evacuated 

British 



Pressure 
on Kabila 

to rescue 
lost Hutus 


David Usborne 

New York 

The United Nations yesterday 
turned up the pressure on the 
leader of the rebel movement 
in Zaire, Laurent Kabila, to 
co-operate in repatriating tens 
of thousands of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees believed lost in the east 
of the country in conditions of 
exhaustion and deprivation. 

The UN Secretary General, 
Kofi Annan, issued a state- 
ment welcoming a commitment ' 
mad** by Mr Kabila during taTlrs 
with aid officials over the week- 
end to support the repatriation. 

In an attempt to place pub- 
lic responsibility on the rebel 
leader, Mr Arman said: ‘The 
entire international communi- 
ty are counting on that support”. 

The statement followed de- 
clarations from Mr Kabila at the 
weekend in which he gave aid 
agencies 60 days to complete the 
repatriation effort. Mr Kabila 
demanded an apology from Mr 


Annan for earlier accusing the 
rebels of waging a campaign of 
‘‘slow extermination'’ against 
the refugees. 

Sadako Ogata, UN High 
COmmissioaer for Refugees, 
also spoke out yesterday after 
briefing the Security Councfl. 
She said she had written to Mr 
Kabila asking for his assurance 
that reports indicating the in- 
volvement of his soldiers in 
attacks on refugees were un- 
founded. She said the 6ftiday 
deadline for the repatriation 
campaign was “unrealistic". 

Mixed news continued to 
emanate from the region. On 
the diplomatic from, the Unit- 
ed States ambassador to the 
UN, Bill Richardson, was due 
to arrive in Zaire on a mission 
to arrange face-to-face peace 
talks between Mr Kabila and 
President Mobutu Sese Selco. 

Unicef reported that up to 50 
Hutu children had been ab- 
ducted from a pediatric hospi- 
tal run by the British aid agency. 





Peace mission: America's UN ambassador Bill Richardson whispering in an aid’s ear on his arrival in Kinshasa 


Save the Children, near the 
Zaire-Rwanda border. Who 
took the children was unclear. 
Elsewhere, aid workers cele- 
brated locating between 5,000 
and 10,000 refugees, previous- 
ly thought lost or dead, on a 


road leading south from the dty 
of Kisangani 

It was the abrupt disappear- 
ance last week of an estimated 
85.000 Rwandan Hutus from 
two refugee camps outside 
Kisanganf that prompted Mr 


Arman to rin g the alarm bells 
about a potential humanitarian 
disaster. The implication of his 
statement was that forces loy- 
al to Mr Kabila mayhave abet- 
ted the tragedy and even 
murdered some of the refugees. 



UN sources said the UN- 
HCR had evidence .of mas- 
sacres having taken place. 
Officials are not convinced Mr 
Kabila was aware of these 
events. Privately, they question 
the role in the crisis of Paul 
Kagame, the defence minister 
of Rwanda. Considered the 
strongman of the Thtsi regime 
in Rwanda, Mr Kagame has no 

int e re st in setting Hutu refugees 
brought home. 

The sounding of that alarm 
has critically altered the per- 
ception around the world dt Mr 
Kabila, whose forces now con- 
trol over half of Zaire. The fact 
that international opinion may 
be swinging gainst him will not 
be lost on the leader. 


Photograph: AP 

The Washington Fbst yester- 
day labelled Mr Kabda the 
“Spoiler in Zaire”: In an edi- 
torial, it said:' “By ! a cruel 
refugee policy, Laurent Kabila, 
the rebel leader in- Zaire, is 
spoiling much erf the friendly re- 
ception be might otherwise 
hope to reap in his country and 
abroad for ousting Mobutu”. 

Mr Annan's statement yes- 
terday was designed to force Mr 
Kabila to defiver on his promise 
made at the weekend to hdp aid 
agencies carry out the repatri- 
ation. In private, UN officials 
are sceptical of Mr Kabila’s 
word, in part because of a be- 
lief that Mr Kabila has limited 
control over eastern 1 Zaire and 
even over his own soldiers. 


forces 

on river 


Christopher BeUamy 

Defence Correspondent i 

Two hundred .more British 
troops and three RAF C-130 
Hercules transport planes were 
last night heading for Libreville, 
Gabon, from Lynch am, Wilt- 
shire, in case they are needed 
to help an estimated 800 for- 
eign nationals get out of Kin- 
sha«a, the Ministry of Defence 
said yesterday. 

The troops will be joining 40 
Royal Marines, equipped with 
four “rigid raider" boats and two 
hovercraft, who have been on 
stand-by in' Brazzaville to evac- 
uate foreigners , the first time 
Marine hovercraft (LCACs - 
“Landing Craft Air Cushion 
Light”) have been used on ac- 
tive service of this kind. 

Specialists from the Marines, 
including the Special Boat Ser- 
vice, and from the SAS have 
been poised to help evacuate 
foreigners across the river, two 
miles wide at this point and 
which has been Sowing fast 
because of heavy rain. The riv- 
er has gently sloping sandy 
banks, which make it ideal for 
hovercraft. Recent photographs 
indicate a number of motorised 
dug-out canoes and a single el- 
derly ferry are the only indige- . 
nous transport. 

Military sources said the SBS 
and other Marines, who are ex- 
perts in the use of small craft 
and inflatable boats, and would 
be used to evacuate VIPs, 
could not evacuate 800 people, 
and this would be the respon- 
sibility of the three Hercules. 

The commander of the 
British forces in Zaire is 
Brigadier Jonathan Thomson, 
Royal Marines, the chief of 
Joint Rapid Deployment Force 
Operations. 
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\bte gives Prodi a 
crumb of comfort 
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Andrew Gimtbel • 

Rome 

Provisional results from this 
weekend’s local elections con- 
firmed the deep structural 
paralysis at the heart of Italian 
politics yesterday, with neither 
of the two main coalition blocs 

mnVmg ■ngntfir^nt gams nwer the 

other and small fringe parties 
holding enormous sway over the 
final outcome. 

The good news for Romano 
Prodi’s centre-left government 
was that it did not go down to 
crashing defeat, as some had 
predicted, after a year of weak 
leadership and enormous sac- 
rifices demanded of the people 
in an attempt to qualify on time 
for for European monetary 
union. 

But the centre-right opposi- 
tion, led by the former prime 
minister Silvio Berlusconi and 
the reformed neo-fascist leader 
Gianfranco Fmi, could claim 
only the most tenuous of leads, 

on offer will have'tobe decid- 
ed in a run-off in two weeks' 
time. 

In the big economic centres 
of the north, the opposition was 
ahead in MDan and Tbrin but 
trailing in Trieste. 


The biggest gains, mean- 
while, were registered by the far- 
left protest party Rifondazione 
Comunista, the group Mr Pro- 
di has been forced to accom- 
modate to make up a majority 
in the lower house of parliament 
but whose ideological posturings 
have made life hell for him. 


£ Most of the 
big prizes on 
offer will be 
decided in a 
run-off in two 
weeks’ tune? 


Already yesterday the leader 
of Rifondazione, - Fausto 
Bertinotti was warning that the 
forthcoming round olnegotia- 
tions on welfare reform, which 
are deemed essential if Italy is 
to qualify for the single Euro- 


pean currency, would only win 
his support if they did not en- 
tail any public spending cuts. 

That stance, if it is -main- 
tained, wiQ sabotage any serious 


attempts at reform and will al- 
most certainty bring down Mr 
Prodi’s government. 

The evident paralysis is good 
news in one sense, since an ex-- 
traordinary cross-party com- 
mission is currently drawing 
up changes to the constitution 
in an attempt to make Italy 
more governable. The election 
results might just spur them into 
making intelligent electoral re- 
forms. 

The big loser this weekend 
was another fringe party, the 
Northern League, whose calls 
for secession from the rest of 
Italy sealed its defeat in Mian, 
where it had occupied the may- 
or’s office. The party was de- 
feated also in a host of other 
northern cities and provinces. 

The League’s mercurial 
leader, Umberto Bossi, seemed 
unperturbed by bis party’s poor 

showing. Indeed, he positively 
crowed about the defeat of 
mayor Marco Formentini in 
Milan, since Mr Formentini is 
an outspoken opponent of 
secession. 

Asked whom the League 
would support in the second 
round, he said the party would 
not even bother to campaign. 
“We'D 9eod everybody off Lo the 
mountains,” he said. 
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Russian bear’s embrace 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

Three days seems an unusual- 
tykmg time for any foreign bead 
of government to spend In the 
small central European state of 
Slovakia. When the visitor is 
Russia’s Prime Minister, Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, one could be 
forgiven for thinking that some- 
thing is afoot. 

Mr Chernomyrdin, who ar- 
rived in the Slovak capital. - 
Bratislava, yesterday, is' ex- 
pected to sign no fewer than 12 
agreements with the Slovak 
government, covering .Trade, 
^-operation between the Russ- 
ian and Slovak central banks,; 
science and technology, and 
arms production. . 

The deals go some way be- 
yond anything that Russia. has; 
agreed with other Central Eu- 
ropean countries, notably the 
Grech Republic, Hungary and 
Poland. They indicate that Rus- 
sia regards Slovakia as itsbest 
friend in the region. 



Chernomyrdin: Bringing 12 
deals from Moscow 


. Vladimir Medar, and they con- 
sequently believe that Slovakia 
should reform itself before 
earning a Nato invitation 
Russia, spotting its chance 
has stepped in. 

According to the Xuann 
ambassador to Slovakia, Sereei 
Zotov, the Russian-SavakaAnj. 
accords could be far-reachinc 
enough w complicate any fenJJ 
attempt by Slovakia and Nat^ 
to get together. to 

Moreover, Russia has an 
exceptionally strong ca rd “ 
play m that Slovakia depend 
on the Russians for dg£ S 
its gas suoolies. ^ 


The reason for Moscow’s 
enthusiastic interest iaSlovakia 
is not- hard to find. Alone in 
Central Europe, - Slovakia is 
unlikety to receive an invhadoa 
from Nato nest July. to join die 
Atlantfr affiance in 1999. 

'Western governments have 
serious doubts about fbc qual- 
ity of Slovak democracy under 
its .populist Prime ' Minister, 


However, many Slovaks a rp 

alarmed at the implications 

arch a dree relationship^ 

Russia. They include the . w! 
of state. President Micha 
vac, who is Mr Meciar’s swq 2| 
political enemv T o, 0r u 


P'f™3ienfany. liberal Slovaks 
would prefer to bind tfaefraS? ‘ 
tty to Western institutionSL 
effeaofMrMecarisSr; 

has be«i to push 

wards the Russian bea^ ’ ? 








Five years on, LA remembers 
how war erupted on its streets 


Tim Cornwell on 

how Angelenos 
have come to terms 
with the 1992 riots 


Five years on, Charles Rachel is strug- 
gling with his memoriesOf the Los Ao- 
geles riots. A member of Crips, one of 
• LA’s oldest neighbourhood gan gc, 
who lost one brother to a shnnrmg and 
another to jaiL be works as a gang 
councillor on Vermont Avenue, bulstill 
flashes the gang tattoos on his aims, 
and talks about r unning with the 
“home boys”. “I was out there, I was 
right in it,” he said. There were shop- 
owneis opening their doors to the lock- 
ers, and setting fire to their own 
businesses to claim insurance. “But 
people realty waked [sic] up to the fact 
of destroying their own neighbour- 
hood. A lot of us in this generation had 
juiever been through a rioLl don't think 
"they would do ft again." 

Five years aga Vermont Avenue was 
a war zone. A few blocks west, at Flo- 
rence and Normandie, in the late af- 
ternoon of 29 April, police retreated 
m the face of an enraged crowd, after 
the acquittals of four police officers 
charged with the beating of motorist 
Rodney King. Three days later, after- 
the National Guard finally restored or- 
der, LA seemed to have burned itself 
out Fifty-five people were dead, more 
than 2300 injured. More than 1,000 
buddings had been damaged or de- 
stroyed by fire, with property damage 
estimated at Slbn. (£625m). 

LA has chosen 1997 as the year to 
made the anniversary of an event that 
remains seared in the memories of An- 
gelenos, far more terrifyingly than ei- 
ther the LA earthquake or the OJ 
Simpson trial that followed. People re- ' 
member being trapped in a violent and 
^ burning city, desperate to get home and 
find family members. The riots sent a 
wave of people out of the crity and out 
of the state, fuelling white emigration 
to the north and west But like Mr 
Rachel, the dty seems uncertain how 
to commemorate the riots. The African 
American Unity Centre, where he 
works, is sponsoring a “Unity Day of 
Cdebratiou", bringing together white, 
black. Latino, and Korean communi- 
ty groups to remember the “LA Civil 
Unrest", the politically correct usage. 
The Korean community was the hard- 
est fait in the riots, with some 2^00 busi- 
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Gun law: A police officer attempting to stop looters in a Los Angeles store during the 1992 riots, which claimed 55 lives Photograph: AP 


nesses looted or destroyed. But even 
Yohn^ohk Choe, head of a Koreatown 
business association formed to liaise 
with the LAFD, described the riots as 
an opportunity to “learn a lesson" and 
promote positive “empowerment". He 
said: “At one time, we thought the ri- 
ots shattered our American dream, but 
we are here to stay." 

But a recent special screening of 
Riot, a television film, ar the First 
African Methodist Church, provoked 
what the Los Angeles Times called an 


“eruption of auger and emotion" from 
the racially-mixed audience. The film, 
based on four fictional stories from dif- 
ferent communities, tried to be un- 
sentimental about the shootings and 
burnings. “Instead of riot, this movie 
should be called Stereotype one view- 
er shouted. Rebuild Los Angeles, the 
private consortium set up to redevel- 
op the worst-hit areas of the city, dis- 
solved in January. Critics said it bad 
come nowhere near keeping the 
promises that were made. In one par- 


ticular bone of contention, major su- 
permarket chains built only a fraction 
of the 30 new stores that were pledged. 

If racial divides in the dty are as 
sharp as ever, politically LA has the 
feeling of a city asleep. like other ma- 
jor US cities, it has seen a sharp down- 
turn in its crime rales, while eco- 
nomically California’s recovery con- 
tinues. Republican Mayor Richard 
Riordan recently won re-election in a 
contest that went virtually ignored. He 
easily defeated Democrat Assembly- 


man lom Hayden. Even the firing this 
spring of Willie Williams, the city's first 
black police chief installed in the 
wake of the riots, failed 10 galvanise 
much interest. Quietly, however, the 
political map of Los Angeles is being 
redrawn. The dry’s Latino minority, 
now estimated at up to 40 per cent of 
its population, has been going to the 
polling booths in record numbers. LA 
is becoming an increasingly Hispanic 
dty with black political powet at risk 
of being marginalised. 


Ruling Liberals face two-way challenge 


Hugh Winsor 

Ottawa 

Prime Minister Jean Chretien’s 
^decision to call a snap election 
T a year and a half before it is re- 
quired has run into trouble be- 
fore the campaign is 48 hours 
old- 

The governing liberals called 
the election for 2 June because 
there were indications that the 
strong lead they have main- 
tained in the polls since the last 
election was starting to fray. 
They wanted to nip in the bud 
the first indications of a Con- 
servative Party revival. 

Another major reason for 
the early call was to take ad- 
vantage of confusion within the 
separatist Bloc Quebeoois. 
Since Luden Bouchard, its 
founder, became premier of 
^.Quebec last year, the Bloc has 
■; • Iq one at the federal level to- 
can match his charisma. 

But Prime Minister Chre- 
tien has already come under crit- 

jefem because he was able to 
offer 00 reason other than po- 
litical opportunism for calling 
the election at this time. Callers 
on radio talk shows were over- 
whelmingly negative yesterday. 
- The criti cism was particularly 
strong in Western Canada 
. where attention is focusing on 
the worst flooding in 50 years in 


Manitoba, and electioneering 
has been put on hold until the 
spring runoff subsides. 

If the support levels regis- 
tered in pre-election polls were 
to be maintained, the liberals 
would have no trouble return- 
ing to Parliament with a strong 
majority, since there is no ob- 
vious alternative. The two 
strongest opposition parties are 
the Bloc, which stands only in 
Quebec, and Reform, which 
draws most of its support from 
the two most western provinces. 

The only national opposition 
parties are the Conservatives - 
driven from power in 1993 and 
reduced to two seats in the 
House of Commons- and the 
centre-left New Democrats who 
also lost their official party sta- 
tus (requiring a minimum of 12 
seats) in the last election. 

But signs of a Conservative 
recovery have started to appear, 
mostly because of the Tbries’ dy- 
namic young leader, Jean 
CharesL At 38 - compared 
with Mr Chretien’s 63 -he por- 
trays himself as the leader for 
the 21st Century. 

Although recent polls are 
showing modest increases for 
the Conservative Party as a 
whole, Mr Charest is outscor- 
ing the prime minister oa lead- 
ership ratings, especially In Mr 
Chrdtien’s home province of 


Quebec. 

In the first poll since the elec- 
tion call, the Liberals’ strategy 
for fighting off the Bloc Que- 
becois seems to be working 
with the party moving into al- 
most a tie in the popular vote. 
But with Liberal support con- 
centrated heavily among Eng- 
lish -speaking Canadians and 
immigrants, the Bloc would 
still win more seats. 

Another reason for the ear- 
ly election is die need for time 
10 prepare for what could be the 
final battle with the separatists 
in an another referendum ex- 
pected next year. The liberals 


win have to offer additional con- 
cessions to offset the powerful 
appeal of Premier Bouchard, 
wit those are likely to be un- 
popular in many parts of Eng- 
lish-speaking Canada so Mr 
Chretien wifi downplay them to 
run on his economic record. 

Budget-cutting has reduced 
the deficit and helped bring in- 
tererest rates to their lowest lev- 
els in 35 years. The Liberals 
have also reduced unemploy- 
ment although it still remains at 
93 per cent of the labour force. 

The Liberals’ major disap- 
pointment, however, has been 
their failure ip reduce separatist 


support in Quebec. They have 
not recovered from the shock of 
the 1995 referendum in which 
the separatists came within one 
percentage point of winning. 

The separatists have con- 
vinced the French-speaking ma- ' 
jority in Quebec that Mr 
Chretien is to blame for Que- 
bec’s failure to win a special con- 
stitutional status. 

Mr Charest is unlikefy to 
gain many seats in Quebec be- 
cause the vote is so polarised - 
federalists will concentrate their 
support for the Liberals. But in 
the rest of the country, be is 
making a strong case that he is 


'MW 


a more modern,' foward-looking 
leader than Mr Chretien. 

“The choice is whether old, 
complacent leaders stay the 
course, or we set the course," 
Mr. Charest said in his election 
launch. 

The Liberals are almost cer- 
tain to retain power. But they 
will have to wm a scries of re- 
gional battles as well as counter 
Mr CharesTs revival. The New 
Democrats will attempt to chal- 
lenge the Liberals throughout 
the country but they have nor 
been able to counter the right- 
ward drift of Canadian politics 
aver the past decade. 
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Indonesia jails 9 leftists 
for role in Jakarta riots 

Nine Indonesian leftists convicted on subversion charges 
were jailed for up to 13 years yesterday for membership in 
the small, left-wing People’s Democratic Party (PRD). 

PRD members arrested in the wake of riots in Jakana 
last July had faced possible death sentences under 
Indonesia's controversial subversion law. 

Only three political parties currently campaigning lor 
the general elections on 29 May arc legally recognised in 
Indonesia. PRD chairman Budiman Sudjatmiko. 26. was 
sentenced to L? years. Reuters - Jakarta 

N. Korean poor turn cannibal 

Hunger in North Korea is forcing peasants to delay burials 
to prevent cannibalism, and the UN’s food aid agency bus 
called for emergency help to prevent “one of the biggest 
humanitarian disasters of our lifetime". 

In increasingly horrific reports of disaster, visitors to 
China’s horderwith (he Stalinist hermit state said that 
peasants were selling their clothes for food ami were 
sneaking into China to steal animal feed. 

Some peasants were keeping their dead at home until 
the corpses began to putrefy before burial as they feared 
the bodies would he dug up* and eaten In* hungry farmers 
Chinese residents said. Routers - Peking 

Disgraced banker found hanged 

A former South Korean banker embroiled in a loans-for- 
kjckhacks scandal was found hanging in his home yesterday 
in a suspected suicide. 

Separately, a close associate of President Kim Ynung- 
sam's second son was summoned for questioning by state 
prosecutors, who are building a case against the younger 
Kim over his suspected role in the scandal. 

The former hanker. Park Suk-uie. was an executive 
director of Korea First Bank, the main creditor of troubled 
Hanbo Steel Corporation at the centre of the scandal. 
Hanbo collapsed in January' under $5.Shn (£3.bhn) in debts 
supplied by banks under pressure from politicians. 

Reuters - Scour 

Tasmania mourns gun victims 

Survivors of Tasmania’s Pori .Arthur massacre made an 
emotional pilgrimage to the city yesterday, strolling among 
stone ruins which a year ago echoed to trie crack of deadly 
gunfire. 

They wandered around the old Port Arthur penal 
colony’ where 35 people were killed on 28 April last year 
in Australia’s worst mass murder in modem limes. 

After a public remembrance service at Frirl Arthur, the 
100 or so survivors and relatives of the victims roamed the 
site, reflecting on last year's tragedy. Reuters - Port Arthur 

Beirut offers on-the-spot visas 

Westerners wishing to visit Lebanon can get instant visas at 
Beirut airport seaport or at Lebanese border checkpoints, 
a government directive disclosed yesterday. The move is in 
line with the aim of Prime Minister Rafik Hariri's 
government to restore Lebanon to its role as a Middle East 
tourist centre, which it held before the 1975-90 civil war. 

AP - Beirut 

Maoris at war with Spice Girls 

Maori leaders art: tm The warpath after reports that the 
Spice Girls had performed a traditional Maori war dance in 
jesL The group infuriated Maori cultural experts hv fooling 
around with the Ka Mate haka - the version of the dance 
used by the All Black rugbv team (o intimidate opponents - 
on a promotional visit to Bali lata week. 

“It's a denigration of a people's culture," Timoti Karclu, 
of the Maori Language Commission, told Wellington’s 
Dominion newspaper. “It is unacceptable." 

Reuters - Wellington 

Yemen holds back poll results 

Yemen said yesterday it was delaying die announcement 
of initial results in its first parliamentary elections since 
the 1994 civil war because high voter turn-out had slowed 
counting. 

“We are keen for accurate figures ... The (first j results 
will be announced at noon cm Tuesday (9am GMT]." Succd 
al-Hekaimi, spokesman for the Supreme Election 
Committee, told a news conference. Reuters - Sana'a 

China honours Dudu’s big day 

Dudu. the world’s oldest living captive giant panda, has cel- 
ebrated her 35th birthday with a special dinner of milk and 
cake in a zoo in central China, state television said yesterday. 

With a huge red bow tied around her waist Dudu 
slurped from a large bowl of milk while her keepers lit 
candles on her cake. She has lost most of her teeth and can 
only eat the most tender bamboo stalks. Chinese Central 
Television said. Pandas seldom live beyond the age of 25. 

Reuters - Peking 
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UN dove 


Robert Fisk 

in the Sahara 
witnesses the 
second-coming 
of Baker the 
peacemaker 


Wilsya Sinara camp, south-west Al- 
geria — it was a scene from the days 
of Empire. The people of the west- 
era Sahara dapped and ululated as 
the tall, square-headed, sweating, sil- 
ver-haired sahib strode into their 
midst, the representative of the 
greatest power on earth. In theory, 
this was the United Nations. In 
reality, it was the United States. 

“Iraq No, Morocco Yes. Why?" a 
billboard asked above James Baker’s 
bead. Was he not the US Secretary 
of State who ordered Iraq to end its 
occupation of Kuwait seven years 
ago? And would not the same James 
Baker, now special envoy to the UN 
Secretary-General, now have come 
to order Morocco to end its 22-year 
occupation of the western Sahara? 

So it was that the supplicant 
refugees - the 140, 000 Saharawis in 
Algeria whose Polisario guerrillas 
had harried the Moroccan army for 
16 years until their 1991 ceasefire - 
stood in the desert sandstorm out- 
side Tindouf as Mr Baker, slayer of 
the Iraqi array and nemesis of Sad- 
dam Hussein, arrived in majesty. 

He emerged from bis jeep sport- 
ing a peaked UN cap; perhaps aware 
that this made him look like an 
incongruous baseball star, he rook it 
off within seconds. 

And there, bronzed beneath the 
sun. stood the man who would de- 
cide their fate, he who faced down 
the Beast of Baghdad, a sudden 
flourish of his left hand freeing half 
a dozen white doves which flut- 
tered above us to cries of approval 
from the sand-blasted masses. Many 
are the ageing British proconsuls - 
sent to the far corners of Asia to ad- 
judicate on tribal frontiers - who 
would have understood the gesture. 

We didn't see these doves back in 
1991, of course, but this was the new 
model James Baker, peacemaker ex- 
traordinaire. He came ready to lis- 
ten - or so he repeatedly told the 
exiled and Ruritanian “government" 
of the western Sahara - to the Sa- 
harawis and Moroccans, the Alge- 
rians and, no doubt, to the United 
States of America. 

What the Polisario want is their 
own independent state in the west- 
ern Sahara, along with its phosphates 
and rich fishing grounds. But King 
Hassan of Morocco, Commander of 
the Faithful, is still offering the Sa- 
harawis only limited autonomy. 

Algeria, the Folisario’s tradition- 
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Desert welcome: A Saharawi refugee on a camel 
(left} chants and waves during Janies Baker's 
visit to the Smara refugee camp, ye sterday 
(Photogaph: Reuters). Tbffc A woman and dddreri 
outside their stone house Photograph: Robert Fisk 


ai supporter, does not want to give 
King Hassan any territorial victories, 
but it is now distracted by a savage 
internal war. 

Mud) more to the point, King 
Hassan remains one of Washington’s 
faithful allies in the Middle East He 
is one of the few Arab leaders who 
is still on speaking terms with the Is- 
raelis now that the “peace process” 
-initiated way back in 1991 by a man 
called James Baker - is dead. 

Is Mr Baker, therefore, going to 


support the demands of the destitute 
ana sick refugees- people whose east 


and sick refugees- people whose east 
European support dried up with the 
collapse of the Iron Certain - against 
America’s royal friend in Rabat? 


Pathetically, the Saharawis in 
their blue and black robes, shriek- 
ing their welcome from the sides of 
the track through the desert, their 
ramshackle army wiping the sand 
from beneath their tin helmets, be- 
lieved that the steel-hearted Mr 
Baker might be swayed by their ob- 
vious emotions. 

“Surely when he sees our people 
like this, be will understand our suf- 
fering and our need for indepen- 
dence," a Polisario factotum, cowled 
in a blade shawl, vouchsafed to us. 
As he spoke, a flurry of American 
military personnel - blue-bereted, 
but with very large US shoulder flash- 
es - pushed their way through the 


crowd. “Mr Baker is a powerful man 
- and we need a powerful man to 
help us," he said. Nearby another bill- 


help us," he said. Nearby another bill- 
board prod aimed “Mr Baker -re- 
member Big Fish versus Small Fish." 

But powerful men understand 
weakness as well as strength, and it 
was the Big Fish of Morocco who 
opened the Maghreb to Israel (even 
if it is now planning to dose the Ra- 
bat-based secretariat in charge of 
Middle East economic summits). 
And it was Algeria which organised 
the final return of America’s embassy 
hostages in Idnan a long decade ago. 

Despite the presence of a wen- 
maintained Russian BMP armoured 
vehide - crewed by Polisario men - 


dose to James Baker’s jeep, Alger 
ria has no desire for a continuation 
of the war. 

It must have come as a relief for 
Mr Baker when he entered the 
straw-roofed chamber of a stone 
desert house to meet the sheikhs of 
the FoUsaiio's four refugee camps in 
south-west Algeria, the nearest the 
Saharawi people have come to 
democracy in exile. 

Tired and unsmiling, he later . 
emerged from talks with the Folis- 
ario's “president”, Mohamed Abdul- 1 
Aziz, to say all the right things: that 
he was impressed by his welcome, 
that it was a tough problem but not 
a hopeless one - “or else I wouldn’t 


be here” - and that this was meres 
ly a fact-finding trip. . 

He welcomed foe “very, very gen- 
erous humanitarian gestureof sup- 
port for my mission” - the release 
of just 85 out of 2JI00 Moroccan pris- 
oners, some of whom have been held 
for 21 years in the desert, by the 
aforesaid “president". 

Then be went on to add that if 
the UN’s own peace plan -which in- 
cludes a referendum of Saharawis in 
Algeria and in Moroccan-ruled west- 
tan Sah&ra, prisoner exchanges, and. . 
a reduction of troops - could not 
work, then he would have to advise , 
the UN Secretaiy-General on “what 
other steps could be taken”. 


And there’s the rub. For what is! 
likely to have interested Mr Baker 
is the degree of war-weariness of a ! 
people who left their homes 22 
years ago for the most arid desert m! 
the world. Left their homes to live; 
in heat and dust, drinking the filth- 
iest water the UN has ever come! 
across in its history of refugee; 
assistance, their teeth and bones brit- 
tie from lack of vitamins and too; 
much nitrogen in the water. War- 
weariness is a vital element off 
refugee morale. 

After all, were the Palestinians not 
weak and war-weary when Mr Bak- 
er invited them to make peace with 
Israel in 1991? 
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Ashdown in action makes the case for change 


UTi IT ummy, what is that man 
, Jl/I for?”Ifweapp!ythedas- 

-LTXsk test to Paddy Ashdown, 
the answer has to be that his purpose 
is to open up the possibilities of British 
politics. It is too simple to say, as many 
i Labour politicians do, that the liberal 

Democrats enjoy the luxury of being 
able to adopt positions which are only 
capable of winning minority support 
j \ This assumes that the way to win elec- 

! 1 tions is, like a boxer, to get ahead on 

; points and then buiyyour head in your 

opponent's chest so that he cannot hit 
i you. Tony Blair assumes that any party 

| seriously aspiring to win a majority of 
1 ’ seats in the House of Commons can- 

1 not, for example, advocate higher taxes 

i to pay for better public services. If it 

were not for the Liberal Democrats, the 
; middle ground of politics would be 

defined by a conspiracy between the 
two largest parties, and the election 
campaign would be even more stifling 
than it has been. 

The Liberal Democrats have 
stretched the envelope of public debate. 
, - It may be that Labour has been forced 

into its hedgehog position on tax only 
because of its past history, and voters’ 
distrust of it It may be that a different 
tax policy could win the assent of a 
majority if it came from a different 
party. And some aspects of the Liberal 
Democrats’ policy are commendable. 
There are in fact two elements. One of 
simple redistribution: higher income tax 


on those earning more than £100,000 to 
cut tax for those on lower earnings. And 
one of honesty about public finances: 
higher income tax generally to pay for 
increased spending on education. 

Using the tax system modestly to 
close the gap between the better-off and 
the poor would have been a long-over- 
due token of a new public ethic. And, 
although a peony on the standard rate 
of income tax is far from the best way 
to raise it, the Liberal Democrats are 
to be praised for their directness in say- 
ing that better public services have to 
be paid for - something Mr Blair, head 
down, gloves up to his face, cannot say, 
despite the words “Education, educa- 
tion, education" stitched on his banner. 
Mr Ashdown makes the same point 
(“5p on a packet of fags") in relation 
to the National Health Service, which, 
as The Independent has reported in 
recent days, does not meet our aspira- 
tions for it, despite hugely increased real 
resources over the past 18 years. 

Mr Blair may be right that Labour 
cannot win as a tax-and-spend party, 
but his azgument is logically flawed: just 
because Middle Income Britain has 
“suffered enough” from tax rises does 
not mean it is wrong to put taxes up 
more. At least, because of Mr Ash- 
down, Mr Blair has been forced to try 
to justify himself. 

In some ways, of the three national 
party leaders, Mr Ashdown has had the 
best campaign - certainly the most 
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enjoyable one. Realistically, he will not 
be prime minister on Friday. So his role 
is not to play at being prime minister, but 
to act out the possibilities which could 
be encompassed by a candidate prime 
minister. Occasionally, the necessary 
pretence that be could form a govern- 
ment has slipped. Mr Ashdown has 
been teased by The Independents 
Anthony Bevins for not knowing what 
was in tu$ 1992 manifesto and by News- • 
night's Michael Crick for not miming a 
campaign in Meriden, which he needs to . 
win for a Lib Dem majority in the Com- 
mons. But it has been a good perfor- 
mance. He has argued with passion and 


clarity that every single Liberal Demo- 
crat vote will count as a vote for more 
resources for education and health. 

Interestingly, what he has not said 
with anything like the same fores is that 
every Ub Dem vote will dramatise the 
case for a fairer electoral system. Per- 
haps this is because he recognises that 
electoral reform is not a vote-winner. 
Perhaps it is because he fears that if Mr 
Blair is pushed on the issue, he would 
take an even more negative stance than 
simply being “not persuaded" of the 
case for electoral reform. Either way, it. 
remains one of tbe most compelling rea- 
sons for voting Liberal Democrat Every 


additional vote for Mr Ashdown’s party 
piles on the pressure to persuade Mr 
Blair that the present system disfigures 
our democracy, and to hold a Labour 
government to its pledge to consult the 
people in a referendum before the next 
general election: 

like the pledges on education and 
health spending, this fact also tends to 
appeal to anti-Conseivative tactical 
voters. Tims Mr Ashdown has extracted 
every possible drop of advantage from 
what seemed three years ago to be an 
unpromising Strategic position. When 
Mr Blair came to the Labour leader- 
ship, one of foe first things he did was 
to launch an all-out assault on Lib Dem 
territory, including layingclaim to. tbe 
Liberal tradition of Keynes and Bev- 
eridge. For a moment it looked asif the 
liberal Democrats would not survive 
the borer’s bear-hug. But Mr- Ash- 
down’s repositioning of his party has 
worked - he ended “equidistance” and 
robustly asserted a. form of social 
democracy which now lies well to the 
left of New Labour. 

' Thishas produced a bizarre situation 
where most Labour Party members find 
their core beliefs publicity reflected bet- 
ter by the Lib Dems than by their own 
leadership. This seems to have done 
nothing to prevent disaffected Tbries 
switching to the Lib Dems, while leav- 
ing Mr Ashdown’s party poised to ben- 
efit from tactical voting froth Xabour 
s u pp o rters. Indeed, it is possible that tire 


Liberal Democrats could sweep from 
their Celtic fastnesses across almost the 
entire West Country. 

It may be that what we will see on 
Thursday in the rest of the country ^ 
be a shallow Labour landslide, in which 
Mr Blair wins a substantial parliamen- 
tary mandate on a negative, anti-Tory 
and unenthusiastic vote. If that is the 
case, then the case is even stronger for 

as many Liberal Democrat MPS as pos- 
sible to be elected, to stiffe n the p ro- 
gressive resolve of a Blair government. 

First to the 
lifeboats 

TTe’s still standing: bug-eyed with 
Xlexhaustion, abandoned by most of 
his senior ministers and spin-doctors, 
John Major is -fighting the final few 
days of a desperate campaign almost 
single-handed. We have been hard on 
him in Ihe past, but this is real courage, 
and commands respect. What does 
not, though, is the spectacle of so many 
flatterers and sycophants who served 
him so enthusiastically in the good 
timra now abandoning him to his fate 
- leaving him to it, while they prepare 
their leadership campaigns and gossip 
about who is to blame fbr the defeat You 
would hatfe thought, after all this time, 
they owed him more. What rats. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Consultant: 
why I cannot 
trust Tories 

Sin I was the surgeon mentioned in 
your front page article ‘The truth 
about health" (25 April) 

The period about which Mrs 
Butler spoke was during a time 
when there were enormous 
changes taking place within St 
Helier, the hospital being among 
the Gist wave to attain trust status. 
There was a great deal of 
“restructuring", with wards being 
closed or moved and much 
insecurity among the staff. 

During this time the urology ward 
[in common with the whole 
.lospital) had problems recruiting 
and retaining staff. Because of ward 
closures there were bed shortages 
and extra beds were often put in the 
patients' day room(a situation which 
still occurs) further putting pressure 
on the reduced number of staff! Mrs 
Butler is probably right in her 
description of the ward at that time. 

Some wards are still 
understaffed, although the urology 
ward is now well staffed and well 
run and is a credit to the hospital 
and the NHS, and this is through 
the dedication and hard work put 
in by all tbe ward staff. 

From as personal point of view, I 
would say that the medical staff have 
a surprisingly good relationship with 
their managers, although there have 
been times when there have been 
major disagreements. However, 
together they have made SLHeliera 
very successfal trust The hospital 
has done everything asked of it 
following the 1991 health reforms - 
reduced in-patient beds yet 
increased throughput increased the 
percentage of day-surgery 
procedures, provided outreach 
clinks in fiindholding practices, 
privatised catering ana cleaning 
services etc. 

However, to enable this to occur 
all departments have had to make 
savings year-on-year and have 
been pared down to the bone: there 
is no leeway in staff numbers or 
facilities to cope with fluctuations 
due to increased emergency 
admissions. Morale in general is 
low and the trust has been dealt a 
.were blow by the local purchasing 
authority, who do not have enough 
money to fund the amount of 
elective surgery necessary rekfep 
waiting times under a year. This has 
led to yet another ward closure to 
save money. . 

In my specialty, urology, the 
whole team has worked extremely 
hard to reduce waiting times to 
around 9 moot hs for routine cases, 

but we have just been told in the 
new round of contracts that 
patients in the routine category 
must wait 18 months before being 
admitted. We are to lose another 
four beds on my ward. No wonder 
staff (and patients) get angry and 
frustrated with the statistics that 
flow out from the politicians. I do 
not know whether I can trust Tony 
Blair and a Labour government, 
but I do know I cannot trust John 
Major and another Tory 
government. 

CHRISTOPHER R JONES FRCS 
Consultant Urologist 
St Heiier Hospital 
Carshahon, Surrey 


Sir: Friday’s front page I 
ful plight of M 


1 featured 

the dreadful plight of Mr and Mrs 
Butler who have, it seems, received 
appalling health care . You then 
went on to assume their case was 
typical in order to tell your readers 
“The truth about health". As a 
fellow cancer sufferer I can assure 
you that unlike the Butlers I have 
received superb care from my GP 
(not a fund-holder), from the staff 



at the Royal Free and from the 
district nursing service. 

So what do these two stories tell 
us? First, that parts of tbe health 
service are very poor indeed and 
have to be improved. Second, that 
it cannot be judged on an anecdotal 
basis using selected cases. 

ADRIAN STUNGO 
London NW3 

Sir: The “truth" about health, 
education, you name it, is that we, 
the electorate, want something for 
nothing. la 1992 voters blanched 
and voted Tory on hearing rumours 
of a Labour income tax increase: 
today neither party dare mention 
the words. The result will be 
taxation by any means except the 
fairest, namely income tax - and it 
will be our own fault 
JULIA CULSHAW 
Uppingham, Rutland 


Record what 
witnesses say 

Sir: Bar a number of years my 
collaborator, Anthony Hcaton- 
Armslrong, and 1 have been 
advocating the introduction of rules 
requiring the police to tape-record 
the taking of all potentially 
contentious witness statements. 
This is not generally done at 
present and, although Home Office 
guidelines rather inadequately 
suggest that in serious cases it may 
be “beneficial" to do so, there is no 
firm check upon what a prosecution 
witness actually said to the police 
when making a written statement. 

The result is that material 
differences between that statement 
and evidence given by the witness 
in court later arc often exploited in . 
impugning the witness’s reliability 


instead of being attributed to 
defective transcription on the part 
of the officer taking the statemenL 
It is widely accepted among 
criminal lawyers that this may be 
the single most common cause of 
wrongful acquittals. 

We expanded on this topic in our 
recent article in your columns ("A 
sounder system. 16 April) and 
argued that if the parlies were 
serious in their commitment to law 
and order issues they could 
demonstrate it through an election 
pledge to implement our proposal 
I have since been in contact with 
Alun Michael Labour police 
affairs spokesman, who has, I 
gather, consulted Gordon Brown. 
Understandably enough, Labour's 
position is that no firm pledge con 
be given at this stage, since there 
has been no opportunity to cost the 
measure. Happily, however. 1 have 
been infonned that they agree with 
it in principle and, subject to 
examining the question of cost (or 
savings), intend giving it serious 
consideration if thev win. 

DAVID WOLCHOVER 
London NWll 


Loud men 

Sir 1 agree with Mair Gaunt 
(letter. 26 April) about the 
discomfort of high sound levels. I 
find that men have the sound level 
on the television turned up to a 
degree that I find impossible to 
tolerate -could that be due to the 
better hearing women have? 
GERALDINE OTAR RF.lt. 
Woking, Surrey 


Cuts in British 
knowledge 

Sir The Government’s planned 
cuts in the funding of higher 
education have been curiously 
absent from the election debate so 
far. With a 30 per cent participation 
rate, a good proportion of families 
in the country are involved, so 
there should be an awareness of the 
prospects for those who would like 
their children to have proper 
educational Opportunities when 
they reach 18. 

When minis ters are asked about 
the cuts, they usually recite: “It is 
perfectly reasonable for a public 
service to find efficiency gains of 3 
per cent per year." What this 
government is planning for is a 
progressively less well supported 
knowledge base for this country. 
This they term an “efficiency gain". 

Parents with 13-year-old 
children must expect that under 
current plans higher education will 
be worse off in me years' time by 
at least 15 percent, and that this 
will mean larger classes, fewer 
current books in the libraries, 
worse access to computer and 
laboratories facilities, and so on. 
These difficulties for students will . 
be exacerbated by the pressure 
exerted by funding models in 
which anything except a narrowly 
defined high performance in 
research will be rewarded by 
severe cuts. 

Professor RONALD BROWN 
School of Mathematics 

University of Wales . . 

Bangor . . 


Science Museum 
‘Nimbys’ hit back 

Sin Local residents who fear that 
the Science Museum’s huge new 
Wellcome Wing will reduce the 
amount of daylight entering their 
windows are portrayed in 
Jonathan Glancey’s article “The 
outer darkness" (25 April) as 
reactionaries standing in the way 
of progress. The residents of 169 
Queen’s Gate, described in the 
article as “anonymous" and firing 
in a "grandiloquent block of late 
Victorian mansion flats", come in 
fbrp articular opprobrium. 

These same residents have 
publicly stated their support for . 
the Wellcome Wing on several 
occasions. What concerns them is 
not that the new building will 
exist, hut that it is oriented in such - 
a way as to shadow their living _ 
rooms and bedrooms. They have 
merely asked for their right to 
adequate daylight to be 
considered. If this is Nimbyism, 

how would Mr Glancey describe - 
the actions of anti-motorway 
protesters? 

The article does not even . . 
mention the major issue. Fbr 
dozensof residents in the 
surrounding streets, the main 
problem is not the Wellcome 
.Wing but the separate industrial- •' 
style block which the museum has 
proposed for its new conference 
centre in Queen’s Gate itself. 

The local council has now asked 
the Science Museum to submit a 
more suitable design. Ib represent 
this as a triumph for a handful of 
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Luddites who are “suspicious of 
science" is absurd. 

Jonathan Glancey should check 
his facts before sneering at the 
community spirit of ordinary 
people who want this 
multicultural pari of London to 
remain beautiful. 

DAVID WICKES 

Chairman. , 169 Queen's Gate Ltd 

London SW7 


Out of his misery 

Sir. I find it -astonishing that after 
six and a half years as Prime 
Minister Mr Major seems anxious 
to continue in the job. 

■ When yon think of all be has had 
to contend with.- the undoing of 
the poll tax fiasco, the ERM 
d£b£cle, the arms-to-Iraq scandal, 
ministers caught with their 
trousers down the BSE 
catastrophe, the E coll disaster, the 
revelations about 
organopbospha tes in the Gulf; the 
constant sniping of the 
Eurosceptics - it will surely bean 
act of kindness if we vote him out 
of office on 1 May and let him have 
some peace and quiet 
THOMAS DUNCAN 
Stokesley, 

North Yorkshire 


Race winner 

Sin Rupert Cornwell’s article on 
race (25 April) reminded meof the 
many times wheri,"travelling in and 
out of Malaysia in the 1960s, filling 

in the, immigr ation form and 
answering the' question on race; 1 1 
inserted lOQ meliesbr a suitable 
variation. Naone'ever.queried ft. 

B T HNNERSCEY j, _ ■ 
Uruxbi 


Why not force 
them to vote? 

Sir Pouring scorn upon theyoung 
for their alleged lack of interest in 
politics ignores a larger issue of 
voter apathy. If polls are to be 
believed (hush your sniggering), 
then the 49 per cent commitment 
to vote quoted by Polly Toynbee (28 
April) is higher than the turnout at 
most American presidential 
elections. 

I have not seen aity serious 
debate about making voting at a 
general election compulse ly, as it is 
m Australia. 1 well remember my 
first visit to the polling booth. 
Poised in silence, in private, about 
to pass judgement on how my 
country was to bended, it was like 
worship at a secular altar. Now that 
really was “cool". A few years 
afterwards, a group from the 
University^ Chinese community 
stood outside the Union building 
one morning handing out white 
flowers in memory of the first-time* 
voters who died in Tiananmen 
Square. Poignancy of this kind 
makes one a committed voter. 
DrNANU GREWAL 
OrielCoOege 
Oxford 

Sir PoDy Toynbee's anger at the 
anger, indifference or plain 
stupidity of some young non-voters 
fa welcome, if tardy. She suggests 
explanations: Thatcher, dumb- 
down yoof culture, patronising 
broadcasting. So what can we do? 

In a hi-tech, multi-media, 
anything-goes society it fa essential 
that all young minds are thoro ughly 
trained in judgement, even before 
work skills are imparted. 
Preposterous as it may seem, we 
shall have to start making the 
compulsory teaching of philosophy 
-in some palatable and enthr alfin 
way -a prerequisite in all schools. 
IANFUNTOFF 
London SW6 


Greens off screen! 

Sin Bearing in mind the BBC’s 
policy of virtually excluding any 
serious coverage of the smaller 
parties, the Party Election 
Broadcast is the single opportunity 
they get to present their case on 
national television. 

The idea advocated in yam- 
leading article (28 April) of 
adopting the American system of 
paid advertising would in effect 
ebmmate green politics from the 
agwaves. as we certainly could not 

afford prime-time adver tising 

... »gree that attention to things 
like who should qualifyfor a 

broadcast what the catena should 
beand who should set them is loop . 
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They have friends 

- but can they 
make enemies? 


W hat is New Labour? It’s a fresh, 
youthful leader in a crisp white 
shirt, evidently decent, engag- 
ingly optimistic and - even after 
many weeks of campaigning, 
still new. It is Mill bank Tower, the blind-shaded 
symbol of sophisticated campaigning. It is Peter 
Mandelson's sphinx smile in the shadows. It is 
'Traditional values in a modem setting". 

It is, in sum, an opposition campaign, not a 
new philosophy or a blueprint for governing. 
Now, unless all our polled fellow citizens are 
compulsve, secretive liars. New Labour is on the 
verge of power. That means it will change. What- 
ever you thought New Labour meant, it is 
unlikely to mean in the future. 

Up to now, New Labour has defined itself first 
and foremost as Not Old Labour. It isn't the 
closed shop. It isn’t nationalisation. It isn't high 
taxes. It isn’t incompetence, extremism, retreat. 
It isn't failure, failure, failure. Instead, it is an 
electable repudiation of the past. (And bow.) 

In government, however. Old Labour becomes 
a meaningless adversary. Il is yesterday's enemy. 
Yes, there will be left-wing rebels. Yes, there will 
be trade union try-ons, upon which Tony Blair 
will trample easily and cheerfully. But there will 
not be a leftist economic and social programme, 
in opposition to which Blair can constantly 
define himself as new, fresh, different. How could 
there be? He himself has killed iL 
In government, it isn't exciting or novel to be 
pro-business: it becomes a question of which 
businesses you are pro, and how. In government, 
prudent fiscal policy isn't something for inter- 
viewers and floating voters, but a painful and 
bruising monthly struggle. In government, being 
-patriotically pro-European" doesn't help you 
much when it comes to hard negotiating choices. 

In government, the wizard campaigning and 
the tight central control of the Leader of the 
Opposition's Office become redundant. All 
those gleaming Millbank computers instantly 
become as useful as the last war's fighters. New 
Labour may have been a brilliant way of stop- 
ping the Conservatives getting away with it again. 
It has not yet become a way of governing. 

What will happen when it does? One way of 
looking at the Blair project today is to compare 
it to the slate of Margaret Thatcher's party and 
project in 1979. There are similarities: she 
came in. looking new and surprising (a woman, 
after all) during a wave of revulsion and bore- 
dom with the old Labour establishment. We did 
not know quite what she was up to. She was sur- 
rounded by shadowy thinkers and policy wonks. 
Thatcher then had about as much respect for 


New Labour has 
widened its appeal by 
turning its back on 
the past and limiting 
its goals. But in 
government, says 
Andrew Marr, it will 
need to confront bigger 
tasks and greater foes 

the Heath and Mac miflan -era lory party as Blair 
has for the late Eric Heifer. Like Blair, her ideas 
were not fully formed in 1979. Thatcherism 
evolved in power, as Margaret Thatcher’s char- 
acter and ideology seized the opportunities. 

This Thatcher comparison is one that Blair’s 
people quite like. Most of them grew up during 
the Thatcher era and it is hardly surprising, per- 
haps, that her memory is invoked as a model for 
strong leadership, if nothing else. 

For that reason, it is worth analysing the lessons 
of Thatcher’s radical Toryism. The big lesson is 
obvious - that successful governments need a 
clear sense of leadership and a deliverable 
agenda. Thatcher may not have known how she 
was going to liberalise, deregulate Britain, but die 
knew that was what she wanted to do. 

There is no doubt who is in charge of New 
Labour. But what does it want to do? Actually, 
we know a loL It has clear policy pledges on 
school class sizes; getting 250,000 young unem- 
ployed people into training and work; last-track 
punishment for young criminals and improve- 
ments to the health service. These, alongside the 
constitutional promises, give the party's position 
a clarity that the Conservatives lacked in 1979. 

This means we can judge Blair, at least 
partly, by whether he delivers on a limited num- 
ber of plausible, realistic and specific promises. 
Given the cynicism about politics now, it is hard 
to overstate the possible importance of this. 
Imagine feeling that voting gave you a contract 
with government, which ministers then actually 
delivered. Imagine an election in 2002 during 
which we were able to compare his performance 
with his original guarantee. 
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Add some sparkle 
to your business trips. 

Our Executive Extravaganza has been adding a tat of sparkle to our guests' busness 
trips For some time now. it's also been adding a number of spectacular benefits 
to tt-w; privileges you enjoy as a Priority Club member After just 3 stays, you can 
earn 400 bonus points I'often doubting the usual amount) and use them for an 
Executive Bedroom upgrade. If you're a keen colector, you caJd enjoy a weekend 
night for two at maty of our hotels for only 1 200 Priority Club points, Our Executive 
Extravaganza runs until 1 5 September 1 997 so there's still time for you to enter 
Ot* 1 eompetiuon You'll receive an instant souvenir and perhaps earn one or two of 
the hundreds of e.rotng pnzes The Grand pros is a week of family fen n Holywood. 
Dumg Executive Extravaganza, you'll enjoy a lot more than a warm welcome and 
□ comfortable room, every time you stop over at Holiday Inn 

For reservations at over 2-K3 hotels in Europe, the Middle East and Africa, 
caB toll-free. 0800 887 121. 
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This could be one way of recon- 
necting the unplugged democ- 
racy. Labour’s gimmicky -looking 
pledge card could, u things 
worked out, be a kind of grand 
anti-cynicism campaign. If the 
classes were sorted out, the 
reforms accomplished and the 
health service recognisably 
improved, that would be a fool- 
proof definition of success. 

Blair’s pledge list is a relatively 
modest one, and certainly less 
than a frill five-year programme. 

What else would New Labour do? 

That will partly depend on what 
confronts II The first Thatcher 
term, after all, was mostly shaped 
by the way in which she exploited 
events and challenges - stum- 
bling on privatisation, smashing 
the miners, confronting the 
French and Germans over 
Britain's EC budget contribution. 

There was a shape to her reac- 
tions because she had a project, a 
sense of direction. So what is the 
project, the bigger idea, to which 
Blair will be able to refer when 
crises (which are, in politics, 
opportunities) occur? 

“Traditional values in a modern 
setting.” Yesterday he called those 
“a fair deal, social justice”. Excel- 
lent. But how do you keep push- 
ing social justice forward when the 
windfall tax has been spent, and 
Gordon Brown is lashed to stern 
macro-economic positions inher- 
ited from the Conservatives, and 
it is an unforgiving world out 
there? After all, Blau’s comfort- 
able, Conran-sounding “modern 
setting" includes global pressure on tax rates and 
regulation; fierce competition between labour 
markets; and fast punishment for devaluers. 

P art of the unspoken bargain voters wfl] be 
making with Blair is that be. Brown, Robin 
Cook and the others will do their best; that 
when hard choices come, they will remember the 
bottom dog. That wogld be very welcome. It’s 
what ibis country needs. But it wflJ still be, in 
essence, a defensive response, far removed from 
the political blitzkrieg of Thatcherism. 

Put it another way: she knew who her enemies 
were, and she knew she could beat them. A per- 
sistent niggle about New Labour is that it has 
no enemies, except for a few oafs at Conserva- 
tive Central Office, and some reassuringly vague 
abstract nouns such as “pessimism'’ and 
“despair". Blair’s embrace can seem implausi- 
bly wide; his is a coalition in which lions snug- 
gle down with lambs, ancient foes are reconciled 
and a smooth surface of freshly laid optimism 
blankets old wounds. 

I hope that part of the answer is that Labour 
would tackle excessive concentrations of power 
- at home, in Brussels, in the City and so on. Thai 
requires a willingness to pick fights with pow- 
erful players, real, rising forces in society. Blair's 
harshest critics will laugh. Yet he has been elec- 
tioneering, not governing, and maybe different 
rules apply. Certainly, the Thatcher parallel 
reminds us of the importance of doing things in 
power. And that means malting enemies. 



There is one fi n a l aspect of the Thatcher com- 
parison that is worth brooding on as the coun- 
try waits to go to the polls. It could be called the 
character of government People often forget 
that Margaret Thatcher came to power pledged 
to make government less oppressive; to pass 
power back down to local authorities; to smash 
up the quangos. She wasn't going to be a bully. 
And yet things did not quite turn out that way. 

She was not a pluralist politician; she was a 
singular one. She developed a strong protective 
inner court which kept her away from a party 
of feint beans and doubters.lt made for a 
bunkered vision and eventually cut her off 
from the country os well. So when Blairites say 
they admire her style, it is peffiaps reasonable 
for the rest of us to say; yes, buL 

One can play the game of 1979-1997 histor- 
ical casting terribly easily; Blair plays Thatcher; 
Gordon Brown plays Geoffrey Howe; the press 
secretary Alas lair Campbell plays Bernard 
Ingham; Peter Mandelson plays Gordon Reece; 
Jonathan Powell plays his big brother Charles 
Powell; and P&ul Johnson plays Paul Johnson. 

But where does it lead? Does it, for instance, 
Imply that the current shadow cabinet in 1997 
already contains Labour equivalents of the 
“wets” whom Thatcher sacked in the early 
1980s in order to create her revolution? Are 
there people who will play the roles of Jim Prior, 
Peter Walker and Francis Pym? 

Do we suppose that Blair will try to exercise 
absolutist control on his ministers and their 


departments - that the Millbank electoral cam- 
paign wiE be a dry run for government? W3I the 
press be thumped with Ingham-like abandon? 

T hat would be a sad and bad error of polit- 
ical style. This country needs a new lead- 
ership with more openness and generosity. 
We need a real fresh start - not another dark and 
petty Renaissance court perched alop an electoral 
landslide. A political style based on Thatcher 
might hold the attention of The Sun for a time 
but would repel die intellectual energy and real 
enthusiasm that any centre-left project requires. 

So what is New Labour? A proposition, 
that's alL a sketch of a better future, a chance 
to start afresh. It is a changed party that is about 
to change the country. 

How? New Labour will either prove to be a 
new kind of populist-conservative government, 
offering a slightly better deal to the users of state 
schools and hospitals, cracking down on the thugs, 
and running the country in a hi ghly centralised, 
conventional way. The tone of Labour’s cam- 
paigning would suggest that this is the likely out- 
come. The alternative outcome is the same ... 
except that New Labour is also politically radi- 
cal liberating and pluralist -that it escapes from 
the old grey philistinism of British politics, takes 
on some of rhe corporate baronies, reforms the 
voting system and fights to democratise the EU. 

Ln the end, it’s a question for that smiling, 
white-shirted newcomer. A simple one: how big 
is his ambition? 
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certainly 
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full five- 
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Photomontage? 
Mark Hayman 
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Lost in translation west of Slough 


T)eople with very unusual 
X jobs indeed. 

No 71:. 4 man who subtitles 
films in Bits/ Country dialecL 

“I was bilingual when I 
was at school. I spoke 
English and 1 spoke Lhe local 
West Country dialecL They 
tried to beat the West 
Country dialect out of me 
but now at last I am putting 
it to good use." 

The speaker is Brian 
Ackhead who must be the 
only person in the world who 
is paid to subtitle films in 
West Country dialect. He 
docs this for local film 
societies, for TV companies 
who are trying to pitch for a 
regional franchise in the 
West, for film preservation 
societies and for West 
Country folk societies who 
would rather watch, say. 
Gone With The Wind or Key 
Largo in a local dialect. {Key 
Largo is, in fact, known as 
Key Larged in the Bristol 
area, in accordance with the 
local habit of putting the 
letter “1" after final vowels. 
Other Bristol titles include 
Last Tanged in Paris and Cal 
Bailout ...) 

“We have all been 
brainwashed into believing 
that American is the basic 


dialect of the English- 
speaking world. We all 
understand the way 
Americans speak in films, 
though it is rather a different 
matter if you actually go to 
America, But we forget that 
it doesn’t work the other way 
round. Americans on the" 
whole do not understand the 
way we British talk. The 
reason that they wanted to 
remake things like Till Death 
Us Do /tart for American-TV 
was not so much that they 
wanted to tone it down a bit, 
as that they couldn’t 
understand a word AJf 
Garnett was saying. 
Americans sometimes 
subtitle their own films, 
especially when it is black 
ghetto dialogue. They 
sometimes subtitle British . 
films. So why shouldn’t we 
subtitle American films in ' 
West Country dialect?" 

Yes, but... 

“Ill give you another 
example. The Scottish 
accent Now, although 1 am 
British I find it difficult to 
understand a Glaswegian. 
Imagine how hard an 
American would find it In . 
fact there is a well- 
authenticated story that 
when Bill Fbrsyth was trying 



Miles 

Kington 


to get Burt Lancaster to 
agree to set in Local Hero,- he 
took him out to lunch to soft- 
talk him into the role, and a 
friend asked Burt Lancaster 
afterwards how they had got 
on, , and Bun Lancaster said, 

‘I don't know - 1 couldn't 
understand a word Forsyth 
said,' So you see, we don’t 
understand each other any 
better, do we?" 

Yes, but... 

“Of course, you wfll turn 
round to me and say T quite 
rightly, ‘Yes, but what is a 
West Country dialect? Is it 
Wiltshire? Is it Devon? Is it • 


Bristolian?’ Well I haven’t 
quite frankly got time to be 
too pedantic about thaL 
Once you start looking at 
grassroots, you can find 
infinite differences. I mean, 
Bristol and Bath are only IS 
miles apart, but you can 
quite easily distinguish the 
different ways the respective 
inhabitants speak. Now, I'm 
not going to go subtitling 
films in a different way for 
Bath and Bristol so what 
Tve got to do is find a 
generalised sort of Western 
way of speaking." 
ies,but... .. - 
“I know what you're going 
to say. You're going to say: 
‘Where does the West 
Country start? Where do 
you leave Middle England 
and enter the West 
Country?’ Well, it’s a 
• problem. Coining from 
London you.pass signs 
saying ‘Slough And The 
. West', and you know very- 
well when you. are going to . 
.enter Slough but they never 
tell you when . you get to the • 
Wbst Nor, if you are going 
back to London, -do you ever 
pass signs saying ‘Slough and 
the East* As a resuit, I have 
to generalise a bit, which 
means my subtitles might - - 1 


end up looking a bit 
Mariboro’-handed. " 

Pardon? 

“I'm glad you noticed that. 

It's an old word Tm trying to 
revive. Trouble is, most 
dialect words have died out 
by now, so I see it as my job 
to go through the archives 
and select the best for revival. 
One word I found in an old 
Wiltshire glossary was 
"Marlboro’-handed', meaning 
‘cack-handed*, on the 
grounds that the people of 
Marlborough were 
notoriously unhandy and 
clumsy. Well that not only 
revives an old word, it also 
revives an old local prejudice, 
and the more of them the 
better." 

Yes, but ... 

1*1 know what you’re going 
to say. You’re going to say, 

I think West Country dialect 
is so important, why don’t I 
talk it? Why do i Speak in 
tins horrible Radio 4 voice? 
And the answer is, because 

r >u wouldn’t understand I if 
talked West Country." 

Yes, but... 

series, PfeopJe 
With Vcty Unusual Jobs 





the commentators 


Even before they 
lose, the Tory 
knives are out 


Heaney’s bog? Greeks 
don’t have a word for it 


T he blaming has already 
begun. So far it is con- 
fined to a few bad head- 
lines about differences between 
the Tory party chairman Brian 
Mawhinney and Lord Saatchi 
over the running of the Tbiy 
campaign. That is real enough. 

But it is trivial compared with 
whatwffl happen, if the rolls are 
even half right, in the early 
hours of Friday. 

We can expect blame for a 
Tbry defeat to be dished out on 
a much grander scale than a bit 
of tactical infi ghting in Central Qq 

Office over who vetoed what , 

advertisement in a campaign MdCi 

which, if it is lost, was probably 
lost six months ago or more. . 

The running, televised, X 

inquest on why the Tbries lost , 

will take on, inevitably, the Wll 
flavour of Labour post-1979. v ^ 
As in 1979, it will be mainly TxnT 
(though not eadnsavefy) cen- Wll. 
tred on the post-defeat leader- 
ship campaign. Part of being in Dec 

politics, except for a handful of 
the most detached and far 3XY 

righted of its practitioners, is 
parading the belief that your £LCTO 

party would always be in power 
if it played its cards properly. onpp 
And so the right, ignoring the °r c ^' 

fact that there was no reason but TTTj] 
dogma for ruling out the smote » » 11 

currency before ft was necessary, TT 
will blame first Ken fJarkp for JlXS 
insisting on keeping the issue 
open, and then John Major for cou 
letting him do ft. The left will 
argue that it was the disloyalty 
and divisiveness of ideologically 
obsessed right-wing back- 
benchers that cost the Tbries 
their support over the parliament. The left win 
have much the stronger case, bat will be in a 
minority. 

Just how small a minority cannot yet be cer- 
tain, of course. It is possible to exaggerate the 
undoubted rightward shift there will be in the 
Conservative Party after Thursday. The com- 
mitted right will certainly outnumber the com- 
mitted left and centre-left in almost any elec- 
toral outcome. But ft wQl not overwhelm the 
party. That does not undermine the argument 
that a seriously Euro-scepric right-winger has 
the best chance of winning. But ft does mean 
that even a right-winger wfll have to have some 
appeal to the left. A fortiori it means that; 
Michael Heseltine will have to appeal to the 
right if he is to have a chance. As ins author- 
ship of the famous Blair-on-Kohl’s-knee adver- 
tisement might just help him to do. 

Forecasts, of course, are a mug’s game. Few 
would have predicted, at this stage before 
polling day in October 1974* Mazgaret Thatcher 
as the next leader. But let ns make some rash 
assumptions. One is that the party will not this 
tune opt for someone like John Major who 
appeals to all sides from the middle: it will have 
been there, done that Which would be bad 
news for Ian Lang (always supposing he keeps 
his seat) and Gillian Shephard. And for 
Stephen Dorrell and Malcolm Riffcmd, clever, 
and by no means friendless, men who by trim- 
ming to the prevailing mood have ahenaied the 
left without convincing the right. That is one 
reason why Garke could run without being 
humiliated. 

Mr Major’s timing could be crucial. He 
might* especially if Labour wins by a landslide, 
step down straight away. Norma Major, for 
one, m^ht well want him to be shot of his party 
at the earliest opportunity. And it would free 


hjm of the uncomfortable role 
of preriding- over a shadow 
.cabinet several of whose most 
prominent members are taking 
part in a leadership contest m 
winch Jus’ own stewardship of 
lhe party will be an issue. 

One quite widespread 
assumption in die party is nev- 
ertheless that Major will 
announce by the weekend that 
he is standing down, but will sol- 
dier on until June, allowing a 
leadership contest by the sum- 
mer. Secondly, there win be 
Donald kingmakers as weD as candi- 

__ . . dates: on the right, for example, 

IVIaCintyre whoever peter Lffley supports 

win have great influence 
i . i , because, while he might just 

A riPT lL- stand temsdf, he is widety seen 

, on the right as the most desir- 

WlTlPTPr able cbancellor-m-wafthig. 

John Redwood, freed of cab- 
Txnll crKll inet responsibility, has been 

" LLL oLLLL able |q eampaign semi-penna- 

4 -^v uentty. But has it helped? 

liUUU. lAJ Mirhari Rvtilln, W illiam Ha gn r* 

1 and Michael Howard can all 

appeal argue that Redwood was dis- 

x . . loyal in ways that they have not 

across the beem And all of them mesentty 

look to be more plausible can- 

spectr um. dida yi of $ e R, g: 

wood. Portillo probably has the 
Wllliotn edge in excitement and youth to 

VV XllUlXIi pft against Tbny Blair. He has 

TT been uncompromisingly a man 

JLiaglie of the right I would not be 

i -i n~, amazed if a main^mRain, even 

COUld lit ferftisb,MP like Tim Yeo backed 

. hhn. But he will need time to 

the bill broaden his appeal. 

Of the right-wingers Hague is 
the one with most natural 
appeal across the spectrum. My 
guess is that his ministerial supporters could 
range as widely as James Paice, James Arbuth- 
not, Andrew Mitchell and Sir George Young. 
And that he wiD run. . 

We should not exaggerate the importance of 
the coming Ibxy leadership campaign. It is as 
if these people have been so mndi the warp and 
woof erf Britain that we cannot stop taking an 
unhealthy interest in what havens to them. We 
let alone the lories - are still unprepared for 
the culture shock which a new government will 
mean. What wfll matter most from 2 May and 
then for months, even years to come, is what 
sort of government Blair runs, not who is in 
charge of an opposition party winch could be 
denied office for two terms or even more. 

But we should not underestimate ft either. 
For the Tbries will still have th& capacity to 
move the political market. Especially on 
Europe. Tb take one example, a Tbry party led 
by an uncompromising opponent of the single 
currency wfll make it that much nnlikelier that 
Blair wnl ride a referendum cm EMU. 

It remains to be seen how for a first-ballot 
competition between die right-wingers will itself 
shift the candidates to the right Tn the heat of 
what amounts to a right-wing primary will the 
candidates be able to resist ruling outthesm- 
gle currency for all time rather than just for the 
next parliament? And will that make a future 

making Labour the party^oftiig business and 
propelling Garke to the back-benches as the 
leader of a dangerous “Peefite" tendency. 

Clarke is the man Labour would most fear. 
But, the candidates face the familiar problem 
of the Anglo-Saxon political right. How to be 
right wing enough to win the party but not too 
r^itwmgtojlosethecountty.Itisaj(A)descrft>- 
tion that would fit Waiiam Hague rather welL 


I meet Kazantzakis’s god- 
daughter in Kolonald, 
Athens’ Kensington. 
Katerina Angelakhi- 
Rooke is a well-knawn 
poet 1 last saw at a round-table 


by Ruth Padel 



1-W i . i : ■ ic: . 


Maxwell discovered deep rifts 
between Greek and British 
poetry. Now there are raucous 
caf£ greetings. My daughter 
(grown-up talk, boring; in 
Greek, double-boring) sinks 
disgusted into Treasure Island. 
Heartless mum, dragging Girl 
Power through Athens with an 
improving book. 

Katerina has just translated 
Heaney. Greeks often fed 
affinity with Ireland - some- 
thing to do with rural life, reli- 
gion and diaspora. know 
we’re bringing up our children 
in this lovely place to leave it,” 
said a Galway mother to me. 
Any Greek mum away from the 
city knows the same. Both 
countries became independent 
through unforgettable blood- 
shed, and the scars of dvil war 
s till throb. Feeling marginal 
and small, both secretly know 
they’re at the centre of every- 
thing, and celebrate all this m 
songs that go back to masculine 
heroism and ancient gold. 

* VwtwifMi, was ft fim translat- 
ing Heaney? A lot in common, 
Greece and Ireland? “Ye-es; 
but not for me. For me, the bog 
doesn’t exist Bog is a wet place 
with mosquitoes. How can 
Greek translate ‘bog peopled" 
Sbe laughs uproariously at 
Greek unbogginess. “And 
Heaney’s language always 
chooses the monosyllabic woirL 
AH monosyHablesr she shouts, 
banging the table as if just let out 
of a monotyHabic Dartmoor. 
Fashionable Kolonaki looks 
round, checking oar ouzo levels. 
T was in a lot of trouble. You 
know how monosyllables go in 
Greet I made my own selection, 
chose what I liked Then they 
came ...” She shifts conspirato- 
riafly. A sinister helplessness, 
straight from Rosenaantz and 
GuddenstcmAre Dead, swarms' 
about us. Treasure Island gets 
looked up. from, momentarily. 
“They came to interview me for 
my translation!” (Bastards, I 
murmur.) “I said TJo! Read a 
poem] fteadHeaneyY " 

How do poets five here? In 
England we do workshops, 
review books ... “Poets are 
lawyers,” she says. “And,” bel- 
lows John Chiohes from the 
next table. “One’s a psychia- 
trist. He works as a psychiatrist 
in the evenings.” 

Amazing jobs, by our stan- 
dards. Mike Donaghy got work 
showing tourists round High- 
gate cemetery but it didn’t last 
long. Poets in England with 
regular jobs are probation offi- 
cers, primary school teachers, 
the odd fitexaiy editor or pub- 
lisher. Mainly they scrape away 
freelance, doing readings. “We 
don’t have this ‘readings’ habit. 
There aren’t any. Women poets 



‘We know we’re bringing up our cfddren in this lovely place to leave it/ a lament of Greek and Irish mothers Colorific 


Ireland and Greece have much in common - 
rural life, religion, diaspora. But poetry 
about wet places doesn’t travel easily 


live by translating — women 
translate; the men relate. Fanny 
way round, isn’t ft?” 

Do 1 sniff gender warfare? I 
ponder certain divisions (mas- 
culine metrics versus female 
openness) some people see in 
British poets. “When I started 
40 years ago,” says Katerina, “I 
was 16. Women’s poetry wasn’t 
anywhere. Now it’s quite differ- 
ent We have a lot of good 
women, maybe more than 50- 
50.” She suddenly quotes 
George Steiner on theperson- 
aHty of languages. “He says 
English is ‘created to conceal’. 
You can’t know if the poet’s in 
love with a man or woman! 
You can’t do that in any other 
language]” (1 remember a Cam- 
bridge philosopher, an incorri- 
gible seducer now deceased, 
saying: “Ruth, I’ve quoted 
Auden’s ‘Lay your sleeping head 
my love’ to so marry women: I 
was bonified when I found it 
was written to a man." Tbugh. 
People who exploit poems get 
what’s coming.) “PoeticaJfy,” 
says Katerina, “the possibility is 
immense. English is a language 
of hiding and form.” 

And Greek poetry, now? 
“Modem Greek poetry came 
from surrealism. Surrealism is 


Mediterranean. It suits us. 
Gave us freedom. Connecting 
things in a rational way is use- 
less m Greece. Life and poetry 
- nothing is connected.” I dis- 
agree; but Tm only Mediter- 
ranean part-time. 

Your godfather Kazantzaltis: 
he wanted to connect things, did- 
n’t he? Did you learn much 
from him? “Last time I saw him 
I was seven. When I was two and 
a half I asked him, TJo you love 
me?’ He said “yes’. I said, ‘If yon 
love me properly let’s get under 
the beddothesf My mother took 
some years to tdl me that.” 

Precocious lot, surrealists. 
What are you writing now, Kate- 
rina? “Last year I had two book 
out One was a long poem, 
already translated into five or six 
languages. A Russian woman 
who knew seme Greek came 
■ with a translation: I got the 

originally written in fCissian.” 

Katerina knows Russian. Of 
course. Her father taught her 
when she was six. One vital dif- 
ference between Greek and 
British writers is that in Britain , 
the job requirements don’t ! 
include other languages. Greeks | 
take them for granted. , 

1 move daughter and self to I 


Tatton’s unique and cruel choice 



Andreas 
WNttam Smith 

If Mr 
Hamilton 

kOOO 1 IQ 


j 

will be 
ruined. 
If Martin 
Bell wins, 
he will 
en joy a 
most 
unusual 
kind of 
freedom 


T n standing for Parliament in Tatton 
I against NeD Hamilton, rite Tbiy MP 
-L fighting allegations of corruption, 
Martin Ben, the white knight in the 
white suit, former TV war reporter, has 
two tasks to accomplish- First he has to 
win. But if he does, he wfll then have to 
create from scratch the entire notion of 
being: an independent Member. The 
species vanished from "Westminster with 
the abolition of the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge university seals soon after the war. 

In the election itself, Mr Bell has some 
difficulties to overcome. Mr Hampton 
states is his election address: “All I ask 
is the right to be regarded as innocent 
unless proven guilty ” This is always a 
powerful appeaL It has the resonance of 
a venerable principle of law. It speaks to 
people’s sense of fair play. However, 
Conservative supporters, in financing 
the distribution of a long interview which 

Mr Hampton did with the local paper, the 
Knutsford Guardian, to 36,000 homes in 
the constituency, appear inadvertently to 


For in the article, which Mr Hamilton 
has marked as copyr^fat, every allegation, 
in the smallest detail is raised - and 
answered, generally with a d enial, to die 
candidate’s satisfaction. Moreover , those 
electors who did not receive the offprint 
may well have seen the original piece at 
the newspaper. And some others wffl 
have read elements of Mr Hamilton s evi- 
dence to theparKamentaiy mgnny, whidi 
The Sunday fekgmph 
sum, therefore, the electors of Tfttton 

saosssasis 

guffl or innocence. On Thursday a rough 
and ready justice wfll be done. ■ 

A second problem is found m the 
opposite direction- Quite a number of 






Martki Befl canvassing In Wfonslow, Cheshire yesterday 


News Team 


as an independent candidate? Are the There, for every Labour or Liberal 
Labour and Liberal 'parties corrupt?” Democrat supporter who feels tftsen- 
And she added: “It does not bode well franchised by the absence of their can- 
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parties felt that their candidate could not 
stand up to Neil Hamilton. 7 ’ Her feelings 
are understandable. But ft would prob- 
ably need tarfira! voting on a massive and 
unprecedented scale to unseat the iacunh 
bent There is also a bit of irritation at 
the way Mr Bell was, so to speak, para- 
chuted into the constituency at the last 
moment. And there is resentment that 
national newspapers and television 
’ a ppear to be tenm g Thlton electors that 
this is what they should do and this is 
whom they should choose. 

However, Mr Bell is able to benefit 

meat, evident in ThttoiTawracross lhe 
country: disillusion with the system itself. 
He has found that the demand for dean 
■politics int o a desire for looser 

part y Structures. While the national turn- 
out in the general election may be down 
foy ffiTTre p c tce n foge points, thisisnflHkgty 
to be the case inThtton. 


young, who are keen to vote for 
some kind of fresh start at Westminster. 

On the streets of the constituency, as I 
walked with Mr BeH a passing motorist 
wound down her window to wish him the 
best of luck. Non-Tbzy voters, rather than 
despairingly contemplating the sheer 
size of Mr Hamilton’s majority, the 
fourth safest Conservative constituent 
in the country, at last feel their votes wifi 
count for something. For Mr Bell puts 
first tiie concept of trust and honour. “I 
am standing primarily on the issue of 
trust,” he writes in his election address. 

Agains t such ah opponent Mr Hamil- 
ton is plainty at a loss. He has had a few 
public meetings and tried some sporadic 
canvassing; but other than that he is 
scarcely seen in the constituency. The 
relentless attention of the media has had 
a dire effect He has described what ft has 
done to lhe health and morale of him and 
his wide: ‘There have been many tears 


and much emotional distress ... you 
realty cannot understand what ft is like 
... to wake up in the morning dreading 
to see the front pages or to turn on the 
radio ... to goto bed at night with fear 
gripp ing your stomach.” So be finds 
himself fighting a general ejection with 
the least appropriate of weapons: solic- 
itors’ letters and legal threats. 

Mr Hamilton may well lose on Thurs- 
day; the local opinion polls indicate as 
much. In which case the tragedy of his 
political career, the centre of Ins hie since 
he was at university in TOJes in the late 
Sixties, will have come close to its final 
stages. He was forced to resign as a min- 
ister in 1994; be will have thrown away a 
safe seat; be wih not find ft easy to re- 
establish his career as a tax hamster; he 
appears to have few financial reserves; be 
mil still have to await the findings of Sir 
Gordon Downey on the question of 
whether he had been paid to ask ques- 
tions in Parliament. If the finding is 
adverse, he will be com 1 *“ 

— ! 1 A a .IO 


ambitions, hard-working son of a modest 
family (both his grandfathers were coal- 
miners in South Wales, and his father was 
a mining engineer) wfll have ended. 

Martin Bell, on the other hand, if he 
were to win, would confront one of the 
most interesting challenges in public life 
- how to be an independent MP in a party 
of one, yourself, and not be ground into 
insignificance by the big machines. Even 
the shape of the chamber of the House 
of Commons is hostile to such a venture; 
the two main parties aggressively face 
each other, rather than sit in a semicircle. 
At least Mr Bell could engage in mean- 
ingful discussion with his constituents on 
the big issues of the day. He could ask 
them what they thought, rather than hav- 
ing to explain an existing line. He would 
address the House of Commons with 
unusual authority and his constituents 
would feel that they were realty partici- 
pating. What an unusual thing! 


Delphi and prose. Kay Gcellis 
is a diaspora Greek from Mar- 
seilles. Her first languages were 
French and English. She used to 
ran Athens’ most cosmopolitan 
restaurant. Her first novels were 
written in English when she 
worked for the BBC. She 
remembers skiing in the Cairn- 
gorms (“Ruth - the porridge!”) 
and wrote her first Greek piece 
during the 1967-74 junta, to 
show solidarity with the resis- 
tance. “Greek writers axe 
obsessed with how small theft- 
language is,” she says. We hud- 
dle above die Delphic valley 
feeling pretty small ourselves, 
the wood’s most spellbinding 
view smothered in snowstorm. 

Why does Greek writing not 
travel much, Kay? She looks 
sourly at the landscape. The last 
thing she wanted was to 
exchange Athens and good food 
for blizzards and bad hotels. 
“We’re introspective. We have 
moved away from modernism at 
last, and there are new themes 


in the Greek novel: action 
rather than stream of con- 
sciousicss. But our novelists 
don’t address the wider world.” 

Greece has best-sellers for 
the first time, but they arc best- 
sellers for Greece - as, now, with 
film. A recent hit was 77rc Cow's 
Orgasm: village teenagers and 
sex, a transferred sitcom address- 
ing Greek taboos. A lousy film, 
but seen here as frank. 

Did the junta hinder 
Greece? “No,” says Kay. “They 
pul us on the map. That film 
Z... It was afterwards we did- 
n't go anywhere. Greeks are 
terrified of Grcckness being 
corrupted. They seem to have 
lost the ability to be both Greek 
and citizens of the world.” 

Where to hear poets, since you ‘re 
not living in Athens: 

Don Paterson and Roddy Lums- 
den, Assembly Rooms, Edin- 
burgh; SO April ( 0131 2204349). 
Seamus Heaney and Ted Hughes, 
Clarendon Centre, Brighton; 8 
May (01273 709 709). 

Andrew Motion, Old Operating 
Theatre, London, SE1; 8 Mav 
(0171-9554791). 

Sarah Magttire, Voice Box, 
Roval Festival Hall; 13 May 
(0171-9604242). 

Greek poets : contact Hellenic 
Centre, 16 Paddington Street, 
London W1 (0171-4875060). 


Why bother? 
She’ll 

probably die 
anyway 
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obituaries / gazette 


Bunny Roger 


Erstwhile couturier, wit, dandy, 
landowner, and social orna- 
ment, Buonv Roger was what 
obituary in its obliquer days 
sivled a lifelong bachelor and 
what gossip columnists knew as 
a flamboyant homosexual. 

Not that the phraseology of 
old Fleet Street would have dis- 
tressed him: he was nothing if 
not implacably conservative 
and as the last of a kind he could 
scarcely expect new labels. 
Equally, the Queen's English 
(like anything else remotely 
royal) deserved veneration and 
there was one term he always 
resisted': “You can't call queer 
' men ‘gay 1 . Apart from anything 
else, they’re all so miserable. 
The Greeks were more accurate 
when they called the Furies the 
’Kindly Ones'." 

Yet Bunny himself- so styled 
from infancy when his nanny 
imagined a likeness - was far 
from morose. As the second of 
Sir Alexander and Lady Roger's 
three sons he determined pre- 
•codousty to wrest parental at- 
tention from his better-placed 
sibling; and aD his life he retained, 
a showman's resilience, an en- 
thusiast s energy and a conviction 
that life is what one makes iL 

His father was a City tycoon, 
self-made. Aberdonian, a mag- 
nate in international telecom- 
munications. while his mother. 

■ also Scotch, was an extravagant 
beauty whose portrait by 
William Acton later surveyed 

- Roger's drawing-room. What 
they can hove been thinking 
when they gave their six-year- 
old middle son a fairy's costume 
of filmy skins and butterfly 
wings, with the promise of a 
wand to farther his cape rings, 

■ it is hard to imagine; but the 
Rogers were a happy family and 
by the early Thirties, the De- 
pression notwithstanding, they 
were also a wealthy one, and 
lived in opulence at Ewhurst 


■Robert Simpson was a true son 
of Ballymena, the Co Antrim 
town where he spent his life as 


general practitioner and which 
he represented for 20 years in 


he represented for 20 years in 
the Stormont Parliament. He 
spoke with the Scots accent 
- typical of the area and exem- 
plified the qualities of that 
; hardy race: openness, honesty, 
a bluntness of speech relieved 
and lightened by a lovely self- 
deprecating humour. 

As the eldest son of a small 
farmer be would have inherit- 
ed 50 fertile acres but had 
no inclination for the back- 
breaking slog, though he was 
deeply immersed in the ways of 
■ the countryside. 

He was educated at the local 
academy and at Queen’s Uni- 
versity, Belfast, where he qual- 
ified m 1946, setting up his plate 
in his home town and known to 
all and sundry as Doctor Bob. 
When he entered politics in 
1952. a Unionist nomination - 
and with his Protestant back- 
ground there was no agonising 
over which party he” would 
choose - meant a guaranteed 
seal. In fact for all the elections 


It was not L but Tim - Rowland, 
who persuaded .Allan Fran- 
eovich to make his film about 
Lockerbie, writes Dr Jim Swire 
[ further to the obituary bvlam 
Dalyell. 28 April]. 

1 first met Allan for lunch in 
a London Italian restaurant, 
where his facility with languages 
and vivacious enjoyment of the 
•occasion revealed him as high- 


BIRTHS 

COOKE: On 25 April 1997. lo Libby 
tow Reid) .md CwrUon. a son. Tini- 


niby Rcirvvitk Reid. a brother lor 
John. 


wnrmNG: On 20 April 1W7. to 
Emma I on Fallon) and John, a sod. 
Thomas John. 


MARRIAGES 

WILKINSON / MENUENNET: On 12 
April in gkirkms sunshine, Caroline. 
utuiust daughter of Rupert and the 
laic Vera Wilkinson, of Piuvalxuirnc 
and Weymouth, and MarLdder son 
of David and Audrey MenhelincLof 
Beckenham. Thank* K 1 in God. 


deaths 

b OTT William George. Esq .ARCS 
BSc. Peacefully on Si April 1997 at 
Wiirdinptnn House. Otfordbliirv. a^cd 
•V yuan Formerly Mercian of StJJB 
Examinations ( Bristol ). Beloved ta- 
lk* of Elizabeth. Andrew. Georjdna. 
Victoria. Caroline and Julian and lov- 
Up grandfather of Lute, Kale, Sam 
and Toby. Funeral service at Wud- 
n^lcqj Parish Church, near Banbury, 
"may *> May at I lam. Dotations in 
*n.‘u of floncoi please, for Warding- 
• l? 1 and all enquiries to J&M 
32 Albert Street Banbun. 
'Jrfoidshtre, U J 295 265424. 

ilORNSBI': After a short illness, at 
hlooldaiuis Hotpiiai. m 25 April 
1 father of Malcolm, Plnim* 

•aid Carole. Funeral service at Dal- 
dofttc CrenaJonum, Broomhouse. on 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

a reception 

£ 1,1 1 Maw for the Praver 1 Uook 

dj-nu lb. Prince s Trust, attends Jems 

2" L > vtum Hieiiic. 
Lnndnn wet. The Princess RbmL ft... 

•dent Bnlish .Academy of Ft£d Tfclei 
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Park in Hampshire as tenants of 
the Duke of Wellington. 

Rjltowinga miserable school- 
ing at Loreno outside Edin- 
buigb, Roger read Histoiy at 
Balliol under F.F. Urquhart. 
“The SliggerV celebrated 
Alpine reading parties failed to 
entice, and Roger instead joined 
Ouds (thereby meeting his life- 
long friend Terence Rattigan) 
and danced the Charleston with 
any compliant Rugby Blue. 

After a year, determined on 
a career designing clothes, he 
left Balliol for drawing classes 
at the Ruskin. Rouge and ban- 
dye enlivened bis prettiness 
and soon he passed as an un- 


threatening sweetheart among 
the virgin," girl-shy undergrad- 
uates. Osbert Lancaster pre- 
sented him with a Pekinese 
puppy: others pressed more 
unequivocal suits; but the au- 
thorities were watching and 
Rpger was summoned before a 
donnish tribunal, accused of cor- 
rupting homosexual activities 
and famished from Oxford. 

America he found disap- 
pointing and disenchantment 
was compounded when in Hol- 
lywood he was likened to the 
young George Ariiss and not the 
next Marlene Dietrich. He 
crossed Hitler’s Germany in 
one of his father's Rolls-Royces 
to visit a cousin in Poland. He 
frequented London parties (al- 
though stories that he and his 
brothers attended a Chelsea 
Arts Gub ball as the Bronte sis- 
ters were apocryphal). He be- 
friended and patronised the 
young Edward Burra. As an as- 
sistant in the studio at Wiring 
and Gillow he helped famish 
King Zog’s palaces: later, at 
Fbrtn urn’s tailoring, he learnt 
about costing and cutting. 

Finally, with encouragement 
and advice from Edward Moly- 
neux and Victor Stiebel and 
£1,000 backing from his father. 



Simpson: non-partisan 


until 1969 he was returned un- 
opposed Yet his open ecumen- 
ism was there from the outset 
and he was a staunch upholder 
of liberal Unionist politics. 

When he was appointed Min- 
ister of Community Relations 
under the premier James 
Chichester-Gark he resigned 
from both the Orange and Ma- 
sonic Orders, in order that he 
might be seen to be non-partisan, 
and set about promoting con- 
tacts and making friends across 
the two communities. 


ly intelligent and widely read It 
soon became apparent that he 
really cared about the humaa 
consequences of the disaster 
even more deeply than he re- 
sented what he had saw as, at the 
very least, a readily avoidable 
massacre of so many innocents. 

He had already assembled a 
team, backed by the financial 
muscle, determination and 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Friday 2 May, at 12 noon. Family flow- 
ers only, please. 

UMARE Iris, the conductor, died at 


her home at Askham Bryan. York on 
Wednesday. She was 94‘. The funer- 
al will be ai York Crematorium on 
Thursday I May ar 2pm. A collection 
will be held for the RSPB. All en- 
quiries please to the North Yorkshire 
Co-operative Funeral Service, 
Cromwell Road. York YOl 1DU. 
Telephone QI9W 643936. 


Announcements for Gazette BERTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS I Births. 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths. Memo- 
rial services, Wedding anniversaries, In 
Memorials) should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Edita; The In de pendent 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Lon- 

don E14 SDL telephoned to 0X71-293 
2011 (24-boar answering machine 
PIT 1-293 2012) or taxed to 0171-293 
2010, and ore charged at £650 a fine 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
“““rewats l notices, functions, Ruth- 
fimaing marriages. Marriages) must be 
“omitted ta; writing tor fined) and are 
charged ai £10 a Hne, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number; 


United Stale* to open the new Endqiur- 
len or Land Rover Kanh America nLan- 
bam and to attend the vx/ih annptnary 
celebrations oT Annapolis, Maryland. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
men! mounts the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Goarfs,4pnt No TCasnpanyCold- 
•anam Grant mourns the Queen's Guard, 
ai Buckingham Mace. 1 Uflam, band pro- 
dded by the Scots Guards. 


be opened his own dress- 
making establishment, Neil 
Roger, m Great Newport Street 
in 1937. The showroom was dec- 
orated in Regency Gothic and 
for his first collection Roger in- 
vited everyone mentioned in the 
current Taller and Hfagnfew) his 
boldness by scrawling across 
each -invitation the fictitious 
assurance, “Mary asked me to 
send you this”. He numbered 
. among his clients the Lygon sis- 
ters, Vivien Leigh and Princess 
Marina. t 

During the Second World 
%r, conspicuously rouged in the 
Rifle Brigade, he saw active 
service in Italy and North Africa 
and after being demobbed he set 
up a new establishment in Bru- 
ton Mews before being invited 
to run the couture department 
at Fqrtn urn’s. Presently, with 
his friend Hardy Amies finan- 
cially precarious, he invested a 
generous sum in the House of 
Amies and for a while operat- 
ed from there. His investment 
was handsomely vindicated 


whenDebenhams acquired his 
holding and he retired in 1973. 

Besides, party-giving, which 
happily combined Roger’s pas- 
sions for dancing and dressing 
up, had long constituted a sec- 
ond vocation. With his younger 
brother Sandy he had moved in 
1946 to \lfaiton Street and their 
large house, with its basement 
murals depicting a Hi ghlan d 
Garden of Eden, soon became 
a celebrated, if louche, noctur- 
nal destination. Their 1952 Quo 
Vadis? party, with no address 
supplied on the invitation, saw 
Bunny Roger scantily dad for 
slavery. The year 1953 marked 
the Coronation Ball, with .its 
host bejewelled as Queen Alex- 
andra, and 1956 the notorious 
Fetish Party, which provoked 
fall-page dismay in the People. 
In their day these extravagan- 
zas were outrageous; and even 


Neil Muruoe ('“Bunny") Roger, 
couturier bom London 9 June 
1911; died London 27 April 1997. 


Dr Robert Simpson 


lo that end, with the help of 
Maurice Hayes, then director of 
the Community Relations Com- 
mission, he instigated a series 
of dinner parties attended by 
well-known figures in the arts 
and academic aides, among 
them die young Seamus Hea- 
ney, like himself bora on a 
small farm not 30 miles from 
Ballymena. Hayes relates how 
these convivial gatherings even- 


tually collapsed under the 
weight of vintage hospitality 
generously provided by Paddy 
Fafloon, a well-known hotel 
proprietor. But the friendship 
with Heaney survived and when 
the poet became a Nobel lau- 
reate last year Simpson, no 
mean hand with the pen him- 
self. was moved to celebrate the 
occasion in verse: 


eminent Simpson had been a 
firm supporter of Terence 
O'Neill's reformist policies and 
opposed to the hardline Union- 
ist faction whose fugleman was 
Brian Faulkner. 

This was notable in his ad- 
vocacy of “one man one vote”, 
the abolition of the business or 
property vote which still exist- 
ed in Northern Ireland. In a 
speed) al Stormont in April 
1969 he had said: 


Ifwe are going to accept British stan- 
dards in general we must accept them 
in lota. That is how I see the grant- 
ing of one man one vote. I think it 
should be accepted as a British stan- 
dard that one should not go out to 
sink the boat in wbicfc one happens 
to be sailing especially when that 
would mean destroying our good 
name and the livelihoodof those we 
represent. 


What’s more our fathers unac- 
quainted 

Buying and selling sleek milch cons 
On the same Fair HID, bartered, 
teased and coaxed 


Clinching deals with a faantMaa, re- 
vived with hot dinners at McOwee 


These two men, unacquainted, went 
their separate ways 
One a Planter, one a GaeL 


Before fas inclusion in gov- 


In the crucial Stormont elec- 
tion of 1969, known as the “Ul- 
ster al the Crossroads" election, 
candidates were divided into 
“pro" and “anti” O’Neill, la- 
belling the moderates against 
the “last-ditchers”. Simpson 
was firmly on the ride of what 
he saw as the angels. It was this 
dear consistency of purpose 


Allan Francovich 


world-wide contacts of Tiny 
Rowland of Lonrbo, to make a 
film, and he needed to hear 
(and was profoundly moved 
by) the plight of the relatives. 
Thus began a friendship which 
we greatly valued. 

Allan bad worked for the Ob- 
server film unit and become 
• known to Tiny, who selected 
him as his man to investigate 


Lockerbie, giving him com- 
plete editorial control over The 
Maltese Double Cross. 

During the Ticking of the film 
it became dear that there were 
people in powerful positions 
who were determined to stop it; 
the lives of Allan and other 
team members were threat- 
ened. Tmy Rowland, his exec- 
utive Ken Etheridge and 


Birthdays 

Mr Frank Auerbach, painter, 66; Mr 
Jonah Barrington, squash player, 
56; Miss Ann Bell, actress, 57; 
Baroness Chalker oTWUlasey, 55; Mr 
Tom Clarke, Editor, Sporting Life, 58; 
Mr Daniel Day-Lewis, actor. 40; 
Baroness Dean of Tbormon-le- 
Fytde, chairman. Independent Com- 
mittee for Supervision of Standards 
of Telephone Information Services, 
54; Mrs Ruth Deech, Principal, St 
Anne's College, Oxford. 54; Gener- 
al Sir Peter de la Billidre, 63; Miss 
Anita Dobson, actress, 48; Mr Lon- 
nie Dooegan, musician, 66; Mr land 
Finestcm QC, fanner president. 
Board of Deputies of British Jews, 
76; Dame Rennie Fritchic, fanner 
chairman. South and West Region- 
al Health Authority, 55; Mr Derydt 
Guyler, actor and comedian, 83; Sir 
Patrick Hamfll, fanner Chief Con- 
stable, Strathclyde, 67; Miss Celeste 
Holm, actress, 78; Mr Saddam Huy 
sein at-Tafcriti, president and prime 
minister of Iraq. 60; Mile Zizi Jean- 
maire, dancer, 73; Professor David 
Johns, Vice-Chancellor, Bradford 
University, 66: Miss Chetvi Kennedy, 
actress, 50; Sir Anthony l-nHg h' on , 
oceanographer. 70; Mr Rod McKuen, 
composer and poet, 64; Mr Zubin 
Mehta, conductor, 61; Mr Johnny 
Miller, golfer, 50; Sir Fraser Noble, 
fanner Vice-Chancellor, Aberdeen 
University, 79; General Sir Patrick 
Palmer, Constable and Governor of 
Windsor Castle. 64; Lord Roth- 
schild, financier, 61; Mr Harold 
Shapcxo, composer, 77; Mr Jeremy 
Thorpe, former MR 68; Mr David 
Tindfc, painter, 65; Mr Alfred Vden- 
tine, former cricketer, 67; Mr 
Richard Warwick, actor, 5£ Mr 
Nigel Williams, ambassador to the 
United Nations, 60; Professor Heinz 
Wolft bio-engineer, 69: Sr Peter 


Youens, former colonial adminis- 
trator, 81. 


Anniversaries 


Births; Alexander II, TSar of Russia, 
1818; William Randolph Hearst, 
newspaper proprietor, 1863; Sir 
Thomas Beecham, conductor, 1879; 
Sir Malcolm Sargent, conductor, 
1895; Edward Kennedy “Duke" 
Ellington, jazz composer and band- 
leader, 1899. Deaths: Wallace 
Caro there, chemist and developer of 
nylon, 1937; Sir Alfred Joseph Hitch- 
cod, film director. 19&). On this day. 
the Com Law Bill received Royal As- 
sent, 1842; in Ethiopia a severe 
earthquake caused the death of 24 
people, injuring 168, 1969. Today is 
the Feast Day of St Catherine of 
Siena, St Hugh of Quay, St Joseph 
Cattolengo, St Robert of Molesmes 
and St Wilfrid the Younger. 


Lectures 

National Gallery. Norman Coady, 
“Drawings (v): Gocxtmo and Italian 
Baroque Drawing", 1pm. 

British Museum: Paul Collins. “The 
Nabataeiaa City of Petra", 1.15pm. 
National Portrait GaBeiy: Phyllis 
Gorikk-Kmg, “Felix Tbpolski and His 
Portraits”, LlOpm- 
RIBA Architecture Centre, London 
Wl : John Tuomef, “O’Donnell and 
Tuomey". 630pm. 


Appointments 

Mr Robin Christoph**; to.be Am- 
bassador to the Republic of In-, 
donesia. 

Mr Rwy Abbott, to be Governor of 
Montserrat. 

Mr Justice Ibdtey. to be Judge in 
Charge of the Commercial List. 
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at the Diamond, Amethyst and 
Flame Balls, given to celebrate 
his 60th, 70th and 80th birth- 
days, Roger outshone and out- 
danced his guests from (he 
worlds of theatre and fashion. 

He dispensed sedater hospi- 
tality at Dundonnell, the estate 
in wester Ross he shared with 
his brothers. A phenomenon of 
energy, even in fas eighties, he. 
interrupted his constant cook- 
ing, talking and card-playing to 
show guests the famous Chinese 
gardens created by his brother 
Alan or to don yet another as- 
tonishing suit He was, after all, 
a Savile Row institution and bis 
150 suits catered, albeit the- 
atrically, for every contingency. ■ 

He invented the tight-cut 
Capri trousers while on holiday 
on the island in 1949 and by the 

Fifties he was sponsoring a neo- 
Edwardian silhouette - four- 
button jackets with generous 
shoulders and mean waists, lap- 
elled waistcoats, high-cut trou- 
sers - for plain, checked and 
striped suits. Accessories, 
whether a high-crowned bowler 
or ruby cuff-links, were indis- 
pensable; and even in his eight- 
ies the final effect, with Roger’s 
eight-stone frame and white, 
much-lifted face turned vain 
singularity to artistry. 

All dandies need an audience 
but Bunny Roger inspired what 
almost amounted to a following 
- partly because by word and 
deed he never stopped enter- 
taining; partly because we are all 
nostalgic for style. Most crucially, 
however, he was true: beneath 
his mauve mannerisms he was 
stalwart, frank, dependable and 
undeceived; to onlookers a pass- 
ing peacock, to intimates a life 
enhancer and exemplary friend. 

Clive Fisher 



Churton 


Outrageous: Roger at Ns Amethyst Bafl, 2381 PhOtqtfBpfc Rex 


which made him an obvious can- 
ffidate fhr C omm unity Refatkwg 
under OTOeSTs successor and 
standard-bearer. Chkhester- 

Haric 

This allegiance effectively 
ended Bob Simpson’s career in 
politics, because two years lat- 
er, when Faulkner took over the 
p re miership from Qiichester- 
Gark, he was unceremoniously 
sacked from the Cabinet along 
with another kading CTNeill 
supporter, Pbehm O’Neill, then 
Minister of Agriculture. The 
split with Faulkner was farfrom 
harmonious and, a year later, 
Simpson resigned both his seat 
and an active role in pofitical fife, 
a decision be never regretted. 

For he had several other in- 
tensely rewarding strings to his 
bow. Until his death be was a 
regular and prolific contributor 
to aD manner of journals and pe- 
riodicals. writing on medicine 
and agriculture but especially on 
the self-financing travel which 
took him across the world, to 
the Antipodes, South Africa, 
Russia and the palaces of Ra- 
jasthan. The canny Ballymena 
thriftiness is never too far away. 


In enthusing over tbecathedral 
at Reims he remembers to 
mention the nearby Logis de 
France where you pay for the 
room, not the number of occu- 
pants, a considerable saving! A 
weekly medical column, widely 
syndicated went under the 
pseudonym Dr John BarfooL 
His other lhrefy interests were 
his two-acre garden in Bally- 
mena 'where he 'Specialised* in 
trees, of which he had over 250 
species, and music. He was one 
of the moving spirits in the an- 
nual Ballymena Music Festival, 
a competition along the lines of 
the traditional Ulster feis. As 
fund-raiser and administrator be 
saw the festival as an instrument 
of harmonious co-operation be- 
tween the two communities, a 
leitmotiv of his life’s endeavour. 

Ray Bradford 


Robert Simpson, medical practi- 
tioner and politician: bom 3 July 
1923; MP (Unionist) Mid- 
Antrim, Parliament of Northern 
Ireland 1953-72 ; PC (Northern 
Ireland) 1970; married 1954 
Dorothy Strawbridge (two sons, 
one daughter); died 8 April 1997. 


When Radio 1 celebrated its 
25th anniversary in l992one oi 
the launch disc jockeys could 
riot be found. . , 

. The once well-known vok» oi 
M ike Raven had been includ- 
ed among the -Sixties' Sounds 
available on headphones at the 
Royal Academy’s Fop Art ex- 
hfiation but there were turnouts 
that he was dead. Someone 
making a personal appearance 
as Mike Raven was exposed as 

a fraud. Eventually a Ratfio i ap- 
peal for his real whereabouts 
was heard bya butcher in Corn- 
wall who revealed that Raven 
•tad become an artist living un- 
dec.1fao.nam e Churton Burman 
os Bodmin Mon*. 

This was his real name. He 
was the'son of the actress Hil- 
da Moore, Gerald Du Maurier s 
taH i**Hfng lady, who died in 
America when ifcinnan was a 

am Ha dainoed that his father 

soM trim for £500 to his three 
maiden aunts, who sent him to 
AJden&am SchooL Later he 
ran away from Magdalen Col- 
lege, Oxford, to join, the Ballet 
Rambert tad became Angela 
Rambert’s partner. 

After war service with the 
Royal Ulster Rifles he turned 
to photography, specialising in 
ballet shots. In 1949 he married 
Aurelia, a refugee from the 
Spanish Civil War, and took her 
back to her home. This in- 
spired him to write a book../4/i- 
other Spain (1952), about 
Spain’s undiscovered country- 
side- Later in Loudon he moon- 
lighted from a theatrical job by 
praying flamenco guitar music 
m a Spanish restaurant 

A meeting with the director 
Peter Brook whilst in Spain to 
experience Seville’s Holy Week 
led to Birman’s becoming a 
stage manager and actor. He ap- 
peared in Moscow with John 
Gielgud and for almost a 
decade he was a production 
manager for early ITV drama 
programmes. When ITV s Stars 
on Sunday religious series sud- 
denly ended Birman present- 
ed both the acclaimed Ten 
Commandments programme 
and its successor Songs That 
Matter. He also contributed to 
ATV*s weekday Epilogue slots. 

In 1964 he called himself 
“Mike Raven” for pirate radio 
broadcasts on Atlanta, Radio 
King and 390. He achieved na- 
tionwide fame in 1967 as one of 
the first disc jockeys to broad- 
cast on Radio l’s launch day and 
his 30-minute Sunday night The 
Mike Raven Blues Show soon 
became a two-bour slot. 

.As Mike Raven he went on 
to appear in several horror 
films including Crucible of Ter- 
ror (1971) and Discipline of 
Death (1972). 

It was Birman's own decision 
to leave radio in 1971 and two 
years later he and his second 
wife, Mandy. moved to Corn- 
wall, where they converted a 
17th-century pigsty into a cot- 
tage. In 1974. at the age of 511. 
he began to produce carvings in 
wood and stone. In 1980, with- 
out any farming experience, he 
and his large family moved to 
a remote and run-down farm 
near BKsland on Bodmin Moor, 
where the sculpting continued. 


Fairman_ 

Looking back i,j c 

at the b> 

as having " K . j,is un- 



contributors to the film suffered 
grievously. This extraordinary 
exhibition by “authority", start- 
ing with accusations of being 
“Libyan dupes", and continuing 
with overt threats even of im- 
prisonment, lent credibility to 
growing suspicions that some- 
thing desperate was being con- 
cealed and that “the team" 
must be getting warm. 


When the • truth about 
Lockerbie is made dear, it may 
turnout that Allan Francovich’s 
last film and his dogged fol- 
lowing of its ramifications were 
his greatest contribution to the 
cause of truth in analysing the 
way that the intelligence services 
of the world's most powerful na- 
tion relate both to other nations 
and to its own citizens. - 



Rafenman: ft Crucifix for Today?' 
Photograph: BBC 


‘Independent’ was not in contempt of court 

law report . he thereby interfered with the 


Aitonwy General *Newspaptx 
Publishing pfc; Coart of Appeal 
(Criminal Division) (Lard 
Bingham. Lord Chief Justice. Mr 
Justice LatKmr and Justice 
Poole) 25 April 1997 - 


29 April 1997 


Conduct by a third party which 
was inconsistent with a court 
order in only a trivial or tech- 
nical way did not amount to a 
contempt of court. 

The Court of Appeal (Crim- 
inal Division) dismissed an 
application by the Attorney 
General for penalties for con-' 
tempt of court to be imposed 
on Newspaper Publishing 
pic, Ian Hargreaves and 
Christopher Blackhurst 

The application was made as 
a result of the publication in the 
Independent on 8 November 
1995 of facsimiles of parts of 
two documents, referred to In 
the judgment of Lord Taylor 
CJ, delivered on 7 November 
1995, in the appeals of ^ William 
Blackledge, John Grecian, 
Bryan Mason and Colin Phil- 
lips against their oonvictians of 
offences in connection with 
the contravention of certain Ex- 
port of GoodsTCOTtroI) Orders 
by Ordnance Technologies Ltd 
C^he Ordtech appeal* 5 ). 

Mr Hargreaves and Mr 
Blackhurst were at the relevant 
time respectively editor of, and 


a journalist employed by, the 
Independent. 

Philip Havers QC and lan . Burnett 
f Treasury Solicitor) for rhe Attorney 
GenemkCharies Gray QC and htstm 
Rushbrooke (Kbtgdey ' Naptey) for 
ttte rapondetus. 


Lord Bingham CJ said that the 
Ordtech appeal had concerned 
the export of arms to Iraq. Fol- 
lowing the collapse of a simi- 
lar prosecution in die Matrix 
Churchill case, the Ordtech 
defendants had launched their 
appeals. On 17 July 1995 the 
Lord Chief Justice tad or- 
dered the disclosure to the 
defence, for use only in con- 
nection with the proceedings, 
of certain redacted documents 
in.respect of which public in- 
terest immunity certificates 
tad been signed- He ordered 
that the documents be returned 
after the proceedings- 
in giving hisjudgmect in the 
appeal on 7 November the 
Lord Chief Justice had quoted 
from twoofihe documents. Af- 
ter the judgment he had or- 
dered the return of the 
documents and observed that 
orders concerning them had not 
always been observed to the let- 


ter. Any farther breach would 
be referred to the Attorney 
General. 

On 6 November 1995 Mr 
Blackhurst had obtained, from 
a source believed to be un- 
connected with the Ordtech ap- 
pellants and their advisers, a 
set of papers relating to the 
case, some of which were sub- 
ject to redactions or in sum- 
marised form. The report in tfa; 
following day’s newspaper in- 
duded facsimiles of parts of two 
of the documents quoted from 
in the judgment, and they were 
what founded the present 
application. 

The Attorney General ac- 
cepted that the order made on 
1/ July 1995 had not been 
made against the world at large 
or the media, and that the re- 
spondents were not, therefore, 
bound by it He submitted, re- 
lying on Attorney General- v 
Newspaper Publishing pic [1988] 
Ch 333, that if a third party, 
with the requisite knowledge 
and intent, so acted as to frus- 
trate or undermine or set at 
nought the basis upon which a 
court had determined that jus- 
tice should be administered, he 
was guilty of contempt because 


he thereby interfered with the 
due administration of justice. 

The respondents accepted 
that in the light of that authority 
a person might be liable for 
contempt even though not di- 
rectly bound by an order of the 
court. They submitted, cor- 
rectly. that it was not am con- 
duct inconsistent with a court 
order which would render a 
third party guilty of contempt 

Where u was sought to im- 
pose indirecl liability on a third 
party, the justification for *uh. 
rag lay in that patty's inicrfor 
encc with the administration m 
justice. It was not newman hl 
snow that the administmion nt 
justice in the relevant 
«jcdings had been wlmlh 
frustrated or rendered uticih 
futile, but there must bu\' v 
boen some significant and 
adverse effect thereon. 

The brunches committed 
ny the respondents were m 
truth very minor. Reptoduc 
bon of the form or the d, k „. 
ments did not amount in . 

significant interference «nh 
the administration of justice. 

Although the applicant,!! 
was a proper one tor the \i 
□^ General to have made 

? Performance of his puhh, 
duty, « must be dismissed. 


KatcO'Hankm. Barmtet 
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successful arufcSl[ iv ;tm , u 
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sequent!' cqudu> 
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First he suffer'd a hv.-'rt > 
ditionandwaserJewl^;,.^ 

S exhibition hutib^ 1 .- 
lowed a seriesidmt.lortv«J^; 
The distinguished art '- rU i u - i ' 0 
ter Fuller had his ) 

aroused but before he could put 
pajvr he was killed m the 
car accident which sh«vk ,, j‘’ -» l 
world. Then the :uiiM 
Christina Houra Jpcinwered h. 
work whilst promoting £ 
nosed Christum Arts < 
Pnisinn him for his honesty ; md 
freedom from other artists in- 
fluence. she wrote: “A s»>ul K - 
ing led bv the Holy Spirit, 
surely." Hoare invited Iran ui ex- 
hibit with her in London "be 

too died unexpectedly. 

Birman’s first show was 
eventually arranged in C onraall 
but within hours of the advci - 
tised opening the sponsors 
pulled out on the grounds in.u 
»ime of the religious works 
were in bad taste. 

Those controversial pieces m 
local wood and Cornish gran- 
ite were at last displayed in Lon- 
don, in the crypt of Si George s 
Church. Bloomsbury tl lW0 mid 
1992). where the priest -m- 
charge was chaplain lo the 
visual arts. Birman was de- 
lighted to discover that the 
many visitors scrutinising his 
work included Brian Sewell. 

In the capital there was lew 
objection to Fairman’s un- 
orthodox interpretations such 
as Peniel , where Jacob's male- 
ness is highlighted as he wres- 
tles with the angel. Fairman 
anyway believed that today the 
sexes were as close as they had 
ever been and was concerned 
about the place of women in the 
Church being recognised. In 
Mater Dolorosa Mare shares 
Christ’s agony with the nails 
passing through both their 
hands..4 Crucifix for 7? idav? has 
a man and a wont;m hack to 
back on a natural cross formed 
by a tree. 

The Deposition from the 
Cross, which attempts to sohe 
the physical problems laced In 
Joseph of Arimathca in de- 
taching and lowering the dead 
body from a standing cross, was 
shown alongside work fr> Hen- 
ry Moore in the 1993 "images 
of Christ” exhibition, a sunev of 
20th-century religious iconog- 
raphy. at Northampton and St 
Paul's Cathedral. London. 

Dor*rtnlKf lourmHM l*Z.« 
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Recently Fairman saw his 
sculpture go on permanent dis- 

nl"iw »»♦ tViP P. ill.iro In 


sculpture gq on pcrmuiicnl uin- 
play at the Penzance Gallery in 
Penzance. He was reconciled 
with the Roman Catholic 
Church and had even dug his 
own grave on the moor. 

Leigh llatts 


Austin Churton Fairman {Mike 
Raven), actor, broadcaster and 
artist: bom London 15 Novem- 
ber 1924; married 1940 Aurelia 
Pascualy Perez (one son. three 
daughters; marriage dissolved 
1963 J, 2964 Mandy Kithey fmu 
sons): died Bodmin Moor 24 
April 1 997. 
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G7 warning fells to dampen the rising dollar I 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The doHar forged ahead yester- 
day despite a weekend signal 
from the Group of Seven 
industrial countries that the 
rise in the US currency has gone 
far enough. 

Currency traders took the 
bland wording of the G7 com- 
munique to mean there was 
linle danger yet of central bank 
intervention to halt the dollar's 
ascent. 

“The G7 meeting has left the 
foreign exchange market in the 


mood to test official resolve to 
maintain stable exchange 
rates,” said Stephen Lewis, 
chief economist at London 
Bond Broking. 

The dollar reached its highest 
level against the yen for more 
than three years, and its high- 
est against the German maik for 
four and a half years yesterday 
morning, before dropping back 
a little. It ended in London at 
DML728S and ¥12655, both up 
on Friday’s close. 

Analysts said there was Hale 
chance of a reversal in the cur- 
rency’s upward trend as long as 


the US economy continued to 
expand so much more robustly 
t han Germany and Japan. Fig- 
ures later this weeJ^for Amer- 
ica’s national output in the first 
quarter and for job creation this 
month are likely to confirm the 
ma rke t s in their expectation of 
a further rise in US interest rates 
next month. 

Yesterday brought figures 

salesof new^homes in*5flareh 
despite a drop from the previ- 
ous month’s high level, leaving 
the stock of unsold homes at its 
lowest in the US since April 


1594. This is expected to boost 
housebuilding tor the remain- 
der of the year. 

Gerard Lyons, chief econo- 
mist at DKB, said: “It will re- 
quire a change in economic 
fundamentals for the dollar to 
lose its attraction. The market 
wiD probably tread carefully, but 
it is bard to see any prospect of 
concerted intervention.” 

The fact that there are good 
economic reasons for the dol- 
lars strength probably explained 
why the G7 ministers and cen- 
tral bankers did not go further 
in their attempt to talk it down. 


The statement went only a 
little further than earlier signals 
that exchange rates have moved 
far enough. 1 1 added only a com- 
ment on “the importance of 
avoiding exchange rates that 
could lead to the re-emergence 
of large external imbalances." 
a reference to concerns about 
the growing US trade* deficit 
with Japan. 

“We're not at the stage yet 
where we can see the G7 is 
desperately worried about trade 
imbalances.” said Stephen 
Hannah, director of research at 
IBJ International. 


The central bankers meeting 
in Wtshington continued to in- 
to talk the US currency down 
yesterday. Hans Tictmcycr. 
Bundesbank President, said; 
“The US is interested in having 
a strong dollar but not a 
stronger one. We are very much 
interested in having a’sirong 
DM, but not a weaker one.” No- 
body wanted the dollar to over- 
heat, he added. 

The G7 communique 
stressed (he need for Japan to 
continue to deregulate its econ- 
omy in order to boost growth. 
It said progress towards the sin- 


gle currency in Europe, and its 
implications for financial mar- 
kets, would be monitored. 

Eddie George. Governor of 
the Bank of England, said after 
the G7 meeting that there had 
been “no pressure” for the cen- 
tral banks to intervene directly 
in the markets by selling dollars. 

Figures today for employment 
costs in the US arc expected to 
show a pick-up in inflationary 
pressures, while tomorrow's pre- 
liminary estimate of GDP in the 
first quarter is likely to show the 
annual paee of growth climbing 
to 4 per cent or more. 


Hambro stuns 


Cable & Wireless Communications valued at £4.5bn after trading debut 


Co-op apology 


John Waicock 

Sir Chips Keswick, chairman of 
Hambros Bank, issued an un- 
precedented public apology to 
the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society yesterday and paid a 
“substantial” cash settlement for 
his bank’s pan in Andrew Re- 
gan's aborted £12bn bid for the 
group. 

The CWS accepted the apol- 
ogy and dropped aD legal action 
against the bank over the seven 
boxes of confidential CWS files 
used by Hambros during the bid 
attempt, 

Travers Smith Braithwaite, 
the City law firm hired by Mr 
Regan for the bid, also made a 
similar apology and a “sub- 
stantial” settlement with the 
CWS yesterday. 

Sir Chips wrote personally to 
Graham Melmotn, chief exec- 
utive of the CWS, saying: “Re- 
gretfully, I have to say that it is 
quite dear to me the ju^ement 
exercised in Hambros pro- 
ceeding in the way that it did fell 
well below our standards and 
those which you were entitled 
to expect from us.” 

The Hambros chairman con- 
tinued: “The purpose of this let- 
ter is to offer my personal and 
the bank’s unreserved apology 
and to assure you that we are 
taking the appropriate action to 
ensure that this will not happen 
again.” 

. The City was stunned by 
such an act of public contrition. 
One banking analyst, who re- 
fused to be named, said: “I 
haven’t met anyoneyei who can 
name a precedent for apolo- 


gising like this in public to an 
adversary. It will take years for 
Hambros’ reputation to recover 
from this. The trouble is this 
stony has become so public-ft’s 
even got into the non-fin andal 
press." 

CWS had originally said it 
would sue Hambros and Travers 
Smith Braiihwaitc because they 
had “acted in breach of an 
equitable obligation of confi- 
dentiality to CWS”. 

CWS said the two firms could 
have no credible grounds for be- 
lieving that Mr Regan and his 
partners and advisers had le- 
gitimately obtained documents 
about the CWS . 

The bid collapsed on Friday 
alter a High Court judge said 
the case represented a “gross, 
wilful and disgraceful breach of 
confidence”. 

The judge added that Mr Re- 
gan and his advisers had acted 
in an “iniquitous manner". 

Hambros and Travers Smith 
Braithwaite resigned from ad- 
vising both Galileo, the bid ve- 
hicle, and Mr Regan’s Lanica 
Trust company yesterday, while 
the Lowe Bell Financial public 
relations firm said it was “wind- 
ing down” its work for the Re- 
gan camp. 

Hambros yesterday commis- 
sioned solicitors Norton Rose 
to cany out an inquiry into the 
bank’s handling of the affair . 
The bank said it did this after 
consulting with its regulators, 
the Bank of England and the Se- 
curities and Futures Authority 
(SFA). The Bank would not 
comment, but a spokesman for 
the SFA said: “We are aware of 


the independent inquiry by 
Norton Rose.” No regulatory in- 
quiries would be made until 
Norton Rose bad completed its 
work. 

- A Hambros spokesman, 
asked whether the individuals 
in the bank who acted for Mr 
Regan - in particular Peter 
Large, one of its corporate 
financiers- were continuing to 
work as normal pending the out- 
come of the inquiry, said: "lb 
my knowledge, yes.” 

The settlement payments 
from Hambros and Travers 
Smith Braithwaite are under- 
stood to be more than enough 
to cover CWS’s legal costs in 
fighting the Regan bid. Last 
week the CWS Board indicat- 
ed that damages could run into 
many millions of pounds. 

As the fall-out from the 
aborted bid continued yester- 
day, Ronald Zhnet, a key figure 
in the bid saga, resigned as 
chairman of Seepages Group 
because, a company spoilsman 
said, Mr Zimet was worried that 
his involvement in the CWS 



share price. “He decided to frill 
on his sword," said the 
spokesman. The share price 
had fallen from 45p at the end 
of last week to 37p at noon yes- 
terday but recovered to 40p fol- 
lowing the announcement 
In January 1995 Mr Regan 
made a £2.4m payment to Mr 
Zand's Cayman Islands-based 
company TieUis International, 
in return for negotiating an ex- 
tension of a sipply contract be- 
tween Hobson, Mr Regan’s 
former company, and the CWS. 




Shares in Cable.& Wireless Communications dosed at 
299 -5p last night after thee- debut on the stock market, 
valuing the telephone and cable television company at 
£4-5bn. The launch of trading in London and New York 
was watched by Graham Wallace (right), chief executive 
of CWC, and Ms finance director, Nicholas Mearing- 
Smith, on the trading floor of Merrill Lynch in the City. 
The opening price of 300p a share was in fine with 


analysts’ forecasts. The shares rose 5p hi early trading 
before settling back Just below their opening price. CWC 
is a merger of telecoms company Mercury 
Communications and cable operators Nynex, Bell 
CaMeMedia and Vfdeotron. It Is the largest provider of 
integrated telecoms and television entertainment 
services in Britain with U2. million telephone customers 
and 580,000 cable TV subscribers Photograph: Jason Bye 


Leeds Utd chief takes early bath 
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Unprecedented apology: Sir Chips Keswick (left) and the letter he sent to the CWS chief 


WBchael Harrison 

Robin Launders was yesterday 
forced out as chief executive of 
Leeds United less than a year 
after joining the club following 
its d£but on the stock market. 
He will receive a pay-off of 
£150,000. 

The decision was taken at a 
board meeting over the week- 
end and broken to Mr Launders 
by Chris Akers, chairman of 
Leeds' parent company, Caspi- 
an, at a one-hour meeting at El- 
land Road yesterday morning. 
The meeting was also attended 
by Peter McCormick, a Leeds- 
based solicitor who sits on the 
dub's board. 

Mr Launders, who joined 
Leeds last August from Man- 
chester United, where he had 


been finance director, is said to 
have been shocked by the de- 
cision. 

“It came like a bolt out of the 
blue. He was clearly upset," said 
one source. 

Although the brief statement 
issued to the Stock Exchange 
said that Mr Launders bad re- 
signed, he was left with no op- 
tion but to go. 

“His management style was 
abrasive and confrontational 
and he was not able to work with 
the existing management,” one 
director of the dub said 

“Things were not gening 
done. It reached the point 
where the board felt it could not 
last one day longer." 

Mr Launders was a highly re- 
spected financial director of 
Manchester United and is cred- 


ited with being one of the dri- 
ving forces behind its commer- 
cial success and the 
redevelopment and expansion 
of the Old Trafford ground. 

However, his skills failed to 
gel at Elland Road where Mr 
Launders was charged with the 
task of boLh developing a strat- 
egy for the club as a whole and 
lairing forward the £3tim Are- 
na project - Mr Akers' vision of 
turning Elland Road into the 
Madison Square Gardens of the 
UK as a property, leisure and 
multi-sports complex. 

Mr Akers said: “It just did not 
work oul It was down 10 per- 
sonality and management style 
and perhaps also we overloaded 
him with responsibilities." 

He is being replaced bv Je- 
remy Fcnn, finance director of 



Departure: Robin Launders 
is leaving Leeds after a year 

Caspian, who will take up the 
job of Leeds United’s manag- 
ing director. 

Comment, page 23 


BSM shares crash after profit warning 


stare price, ponca 


Michael Harrison 

Shares in the driving school 
business BSM crashed by more 
than a quarter yesterday after 
the company warned that new 
rules for learners taking then- 

tests will cut profits tty a half for 

the first six months of the year. 
The company also announced 

pfans to ail its costs by £lm a year 

through the closure of more 

than 10 per cent of its branches. 

The shares fell by a third at one 


stage but recovered slightly to 
end the day 37_5p lower at lG3J>p 
- a reverse of 26 per ceaL 
Since the beginning of this 
year learner drivers have been 
required to pass a written the- 
ory test before being allowed to 
book their practical driving test. 
As a result, driving test appli- 
cations received by the Driving 
Standards Agency have Mien by 
54 per cent in the first three 
months of the year. The com- 
pany said that it was also hit by 


bad weather in January, which 
affected the number of people 
taking lessons. 

Provisional driving licence 
applications, the accepted in- 
dicator of market trends, are 
down some 15 per cent on the 
first quarter of 1996, but only 
5 per cent down on the first 
quarter of 1995. 

“Nevertheless, many learners 
have postponed starting their 
practical driving lessons until 
they pass their theory lest Re- 


flecting these market condi- 
tions, the number of BSM fran- 
chised driving instructors has 
declined by 110 to 2,018 since 
the start of the year, while the 
number of driving lessons and 
driving tests are also down," 
BSM said. 

In the first half of 1996, BSM 
posted a pre-tax profit of 
£2. 92m and paid a dividend of 
253p. Although it now expects 
profits for the current half year 
to be about 50 per cent of 




Commissioner says 
EMU on course 


: '4?- -- 4- . : A ^ v S - - .0. M:.. ;u . J f M A 

those last year, BSM said it in- closed down. BSM's chief ex- 
tended to main tain the interim ecu live. Richard Glover, said 
dividend. the cost reduction exercise 

The cost-cutting plan will would protect and reinforce 
see 18 of BSM’s 154 branches the platform for future growth. 
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Yves-Tliibault dc Silguy, the Eu- 
ropean Commissioner respon- 
sible for the single currency 
project, assured an audience in 
Washington yesterday that 
EMU remained on course. 

His remarks followed com- 
ments by IMF officials at the 
weekend warning that any de- 
lay to the single currency would 
risk causing turmoil on the for- 
eign exchanges. 

Mr de Silguy said he had no 
fear that France and Germany 
would miss the economic targets 

set out in the Maastricht Treaty. 
He added lhai it would be “out 
! of the question” to weaken the 
criteria. 

New economic forecasts from 
| the Commission last week pre- 
dicted that these two countries, 
along with others, would just 


joins the 
elite who 
earn £lm 
a year 

Terry Macattster 


Sir Geoffrey Mulcahy, chief 
executive of retail congkimer- 
aie Kingfisher, has rejoined 
. the elite list of Britain's indus- 
I iriulisls earning in excess of £lm 
• a year. 

TTie boss of the Cornel elec- 
trical wholesaler and B&Q do- 
it-yourself chain saw his overall 
remuneration rise u>£1.26m. a 
26 per cent increase last year 
compared with 199?. 

This figure puts Sir Geoffrey 
on n pjir with Sir Richard Sykes, 
deputy chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive of the Glaxo Wellcome 
pharmaceuticals group, and 
Peter George, chief executive of 
the Ladbrokc hotels and betting 
shops company. Last year. Sir 
Richard earned a total remu- 
neration package of £1.1 27m: 

Mr George received £1 J6m. 

Sir Geoffrey's total package 
was boosted by a bonus of 
£325,000, relating to Kingfish- 
er’s financial performance. The 
group saw pre -exceptional prof- 
its rise 36 per cent lo £39Um last 
year, ahead of City forecasts. 

The second best-paid execu- 
tive at Kingfisher was Jim Hod- 
kinson. chairman of the group’s 
DIY division. 

He earned a basic salary of 
£305,000, which, with bonuses, 
climbed to an annual total of 
£588,000-a 68 percent rise on 
the £350,000 he made in the 
previous 12 months. 

Back in 1994 Sir Geoffrey did 
even better than 1996. He - 
earned £1.4tn in total but this : 
time round his benefits, besides * 
the usual company cor and h 
medical insurance, included 
personal tax advice. *" 

The Kingfisher group re- lS 
fused to discuss the pay issue *• 
yesterday. A company spokes- 
woman said: “We do not make *>* 
any comment on salaries which >se 
arc all agreed by the company’s m- 
rerauncration committee.” 

And new figures from re- » a .. 
search group Pirc suggest Sir / er_ 
Geoffrey’s remuneration pack- 
age is generally out of line with 
the size of company he repre- flH 
sents. While his basic salary of 
£640,000 is ranked 14th-laxgest 
in Britain, Kingfisher itself is mats- 
ranked by capitalisation as the "“ sB0 
49th-biggest in the UK. 

Pirc admits that the size of a 
company is only one of several gg: 

elements to be taken into ac- jesfirw: 
count wilh executive salaries. 

But it believes that there should juner cn 
usually be a dose link between !£££* 

the tWO. KRoOpe* 

Ycl its research shows that Jf 
there is often a wide disparity 
in Britain. It says the highest- 
paid executive at EMI gets «*&*{£ 
£1.9ra and yet the company has S »s>m» 
a market capitalisation of 
£5.2bn, ranking it 41st by size. 

By contrast, another ofjravK 1 
Britain’s largest groups, British Juaiiti w 
Petroleum, pays its top execu-o* 
live a relatively meagre JftFvSSn 
£370.000 a year, ranking him at 7 jn R 
number 72' in the top peRonal^SSJw 
pay table, says Pirc. 

Similarly, the top executive 
SheD, the ofl company in the topi twg^j ! 
four by market capitalisation allh vmubw 
£ 35 j»m. is paid £510,776. This** 
is ranked 2Sth in the PIRC payji.r62i is 
scales. 
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would look at the structural xrfS&Si: 
forms that had been carried ouj only loss in v 
in each country, he said. ns Sati 

He stressed that the , p ^ 

heads of state will make thcfiow«<usi 3 - 7 
decision about which caun trie £ 

can join the first phase based oi*5wpiSP' 

“real figures for 1997 and 
budget proposals for J99S". 

Lambcrto Dim, Italy’s foretojWr 
minister, also {peaking in WasKk* iso 1 1.533: u 
ington, said that the country^ v&jealS0 ’ 

hopes of participating in the i m h-' 

phase of EMU depended 
drastic reforms to the pensio \ »usi: 

system. He said: “Itaty has yffgjftjSS 
window of ar ’most four montiSSL'ftisi: ia a sa- 
to take the difficult decisions.*^ a 

Carlo Oampi, the Treaan^2C s app*’* 1 ^ 
Minister, inasted that Itatywoul 
be within the 3 per cent e-t. ■ 

m 1997. fee key year for 
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along with others, would just tying for the first wave. a vjaw it 

scrape under the 3 per cent of Italian ^weramcnthaspassed 1 »»p®^J^i 2 
GDP ceQing for their govern- ■ drastic 1997 budget packag 3: 
mem budget deficit. including a one-off “EurotaxczecH o«" 

The same EU forecasts that Mr Gamp said would ^fj£SwJsS*« 
showed Italy missing the budget sufficient for the deficit target b» tw 
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raent budget defid L 
The same EU forecasts 
showed Italy missing the budget 
criterion. Separate predictions by 
the IMF last week showed 
France and Germany joining 
Italy outride the 3 per cent limit- 
But Mr de Silguy said yes- 
terday that the Commission’s 
predictions would not neces- 
sarily exclude Italy from joining 
the single currency. The decr- 
i sion, to be made eariy nest year. 


sufficient for the defidt target im brt 1 F J2? i l £5! 
bemeL « lSp ’ * 1 

IMF offidals warned at tl 
weekend that a delay to the si 
glc currency prefect would let 
to “substantial dangers". Ma 
shno Russo, a special adviser i * 

EMU to the Fund, said it won 
not matter if some countries h: 
budget deficits just above iht 
per cent ceiling. 








! 




.22 


business 


;, ’TTirymAv 29 AJEBIL lggT^Ttg 


TM nEPE-i £S^- 


The Investment Column 

EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Would-be high-flyer 

EIS remains 
firmly earthbound 


T he engineering group 
EIS makes much of the 
fact that profits never 

declined during the recession 
and indeed that it has now 
raised its results for 26 con- 
secutive years. The problem is 
that much of that growth 
appears to have been achieved 
through uninspiring acquisi- 
tions. financed by dilutive 
share issues. Earnings per 
share, which only recently sur- 
passed the 1990 peak of 28.2p, 
have gone nowhere. 

Yesterday, the group com- 
pounded its dull record with a 
warning that it had been hit by 
the combined impact of de- 
pressed European markets 
and a strong pound. The news 
sent the shares crashing 32p to 
312_5p, a level not seen for 
more than five years. 

The 1996 figures accom- 
panying the announcement 
suggested a year in line with re- 
cent form. Pre-tax profits rose 
IS per cent to £23. 4m but share 
earnings barely moved. 

The £18m acquisition of 
Aerostructures Hamble at the 
end of 1995 still looks expen- 
sive. EIS admits the business, 
which has only just broken into 
profits, was m a shakier con- 
dition than it first thought 
and it is taking another £52m 
write-off. It should have been 
well warned: Aerostructures, 
which makes the leading edge 
of wings for plane makers 
such as Boeing, was one of the 
worst in a string of disastrous 
new issues a few years ago. 

But its strenuous efforts to 
get key contracts for Boeing’s 
737-700 and the McDonnell 
Douglas MD 80/90 back on 
track are being rewarded in 
much increased business. 
Production of four wing sets a 
month for Boeing is set to 
more than double to 10 by the 
end of the year and recent 
forecasts by Smiths Industries 
suggest output of the aircraft 
could double again by 1999. 

EIS is strongly geared into 
the rising civil aviation market, 
which accountsTor around 60 
per cent of the £252m sales out 
of the group’s aircraft and 
precision engineering division. 
But the outlook for the other 
40 per cent involved in defence 
is also increasingly rosy. 

The other half of EIS, in oil, 
gas and petrochemicals engi- 
neering. is less exciting. The 
group claims to be attempting 
to move away from the sort of 
process engineering ope ra- 
u'on traditionally bedevilled by 


lumpy income and contract dis- 
putes. Bat its fluid seals and 
disc brakes arms suffered in 
this way last year. 

Acquisitions, plus higher 
working capital requirements, 
sent gearing up to 44 per cent 
at the year end. The recent sale 
of the Technical Mouldings 
business should See that come 

back to a pro forma 25 per 

cent, cutting the interest bill, 
so profits of £25m should be 
in sight for this year. That 
leaves the shares on a lowly for- 
ward p/e of 10. The funda- 
mentals are there, but manage- 
ment looks in need of an in- 
fusion of new blood. Avoid. 


Rising losses at 
Chiroscience 


ost biotechnology 
companies have still 
to sell a single 


chides a look-alike version of 
British Biotech’s Marimastat 
anti-cancer drug and a non- 
■ steroidal asthma drug based on 
so-called PDE IV inhibitors. It 
is already claiming jjg mnfp r 
metalloproteinase drug for 
cancer and its as thma treat- 
ment offer reduced side effiyis- 
Yet the comparisons are being 


M 


liant at marketing them- 
selves. Chiroscience is a case 
in point The group has racked 
up ever-increasing losses, 
which grew by another 61 per 
cent to £18.7m in the year to 
February and arenow 15 times 
the level of four years ago. De- 
spite that, the group still had 
£5 1.4m in the bank earlier 
this year, raised from cash 
calls on its shareholders, and, 
even after yesterday's 17.5p fall 
to 335p, it has a heady market 
capitalisation of £354m. 

The company has not been 
shy about selling the virtues of 
its drugs pipeline, which in- 


away from the market while 
die company's own treatments 
wiH onfy start to be tested in hu- 
mans later this year. 

More tangible evidence of 
progress came yesterday with 
news the ChiroTfech subsidiary 
had become the first part of 
Chiroscience to break into the 
black, recording profits of 
£1.2m last year. The business 
merely provides intermediate 
chemicals, admittedly sophis- 
ticated ones, to other phar- 
maceutical companies. 

Chrrosrienre is promising an 
update next month on progress 
at Darwin Molecular, the US 
drug discovery operation 
acquired last year in another 
marketing coup, b ringing in as 
it did Microsoft founder Bill 
Gates as a shareholder. 

But more important is the 
outlook for Levobupivacaine, 
a more chemically pure version 
of an anaesthetic produced by 
Astra. That is on course to be 
submitted for approval in Eu- 
rope this year. 

But with so much riding on 
that single product, the shares 
remain speculative. A farther 
cash call is also a real prospect, 
given that operating losses are 
set to rise to £25m this year. 
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Small beer is getting stronger 


A IM-listed Surrey Free 
Inns may be small beer 
among pub chains of 
the scale of JD Wetherspoon 
or Enterprise Inns, but it has 
been going consistently in the 
right direction since it was re- 
turned to tbe black in 1993. 
Yesterday it look a further sig- 
nificant step in fillin g out its 
portfolio with the acquisition 
of Richardsons Inns and High- 
noon for £UJ5ra in cash, 
with another £450,000 depen- 
dent on the performance of 
Highnoon. 

The deal will be funded 
through a placing and one-for- 
cighl open offer at 420p, 
raising £12m net of expenses. 

The move will add six imw 
and two cafe wine bars, in- 
cluding three in the Gty of Lon- 


don, to SFTs total of 30 sites, 
which includes the Utten Tree 
and Bar Med brands. Richard- 
son Inns is a joint venture be- 
tween the Richardson family 
and Whitbread, specialising in 
large, high-volume “super- 
pubs”. However, SFI says it has 
no plans to keep the For Your 
Eyes Only bar m Park Royal, 
which features lap-dancing and 
was due to be joined by a sis- 
ter operation in the City until 
the Richardsons thought bet- 
ter of h. Gerald Richardson will 
join the SFI board and invest 
£lm in SFI shares. 

SFI, which made profits of 
£1.19m in tbe year to the end 
of May last year, yesterday up- 
dated its previously reported 
interim figures, saying profits 
were £I-56m in the 36 weeks 


to 9 February. It claimed the 
acquisition would add £7-5m to 
sales and £L5m to profit in the 
first frill year. 

Whitbread sold its 4.5 per 
cent stake in SFI three months 
ago, but Regent Inns still has 
a 6.1 percent stake and has yet 
to decide on whether to take 
up the new shares. 

Analysts yesterday upped 
their profits forecast for the 
current year to £22m and to 
£4.75m for 1997/98, which 
puts the shares, up 5p at 455p, 
on just under 16 times forecast 
earnings. They are no longer 
cheap, but they look a good 
each-way bet on a rapidly 
growing market or alternat- 
ively a take-out bid from a 
bigger, slower rivaL The offer 
shares look worth a punt 



Forecasts give 



a £L 3 bn 



Clifford German 

The Halifax Building Society 
could be worth almost £13bn 
when it converts to a bank and 
floats cm tiie stodc market at the 
end of May, according to ana- 
lysts in the City after the build- 
ing society yesterday released 
further financial details. 

The society said yesterday H 
wfll issue 2^1 biUkm Glares and 
it would have paid a dividend of 
13.6p net out of earnings of 34. Ip 
forme 11 months to the end of 
December. If the shares are 
valued on tbe same price earn- 
ings ratio as the A&L flotation 
last week, this would suggest a 
market price of 510p a share. 

That in turn would value the 
minimum entitlement of 200 
free shares at more than a, 000 
and the average holding at 
£1,730. Eligible Halifax bor- 
rowers are entitled to 200 
shares, investors with between 
£100 and £1,000 on their ac- 
count will receive 200 shares, 
plus one extra share for every 
£50 held on the lower of the bal- 
ances held on the two qualify- 
ing dates in November 1995 and 
February 1997. 

Tbe society also yesterday set 
a minimum price of 415p for the 
free shares it wfli auction, on 30 
May on behalf of any of its 7.6 
million members who want 
their windfalls in cash. If offers 

from msri ftitto ns fail fn reach Hik 

they will not be sold’ without a 
fresh instruction from members. 

Gary Marsh, head of corpo- 
rate affairs at the Halifax, said: 
“We have set die minim um to 
reassure investors so that they 
know that we will not sell below 


Quality 
Care in 
frame for 
takeover 

Magnus Grvnond 


Quality Care Homes, the Dar- 
lington-based nursing home 
group; saw its shares soar 37p 
to 31 lp yesterday after reveal- 
ing that it was in bid talks. Any 
deal close to last night’s dosing 
price would put a price tag of 
£42Am on the company and 
bring a windfall of more than 
£20m for the group’s founder 
and executive chairman, Dun- 
can Bannatyne, a local entre- 
preneur. Michael Ballon, the 
former Conservative sports 
minister, is another director 
who could be expected to 
benefit from any takeover. 

The identity of the potential 
acquirer was not revealed yes- 
terday, but speculation centred 
on an unnamed US real estate 
investment trust Discussions 
are understood to have been 
under way for around two 
months, with the final offer ex- 
pected to be dose to the current 
market price. Two years ago, Mr 
Bannatyne, who with family 
trusts owns just over 50 per cent 
of the company, rejected a bid 
at 330p a share from Exceler 
Health Care, an offshoot of the 
US nursing borne group Son 
Healthcare now renamed Ash- 
bourne. CrestaCare, a rival 
British nursing home group, was 
also a disappointed bidder at 
that stage. 

Yesterday, the only informa- 
tion from Quality Care was a 
short statement from tbe board 
saying it was involved in dis- 
cussions which “may or may not 
lead to an offer for the 
company”. It promised to keep 
shareholders informed of fur- 
ther developments. 

The company has seen pre- 
tax profits rise steadily from 
£lA4m in 1992 to£5.61m in the 
12 months to last October. 
However, Paul Saper of nursing 
home analysts Lamg&Buisson 
said yesterday that the group 
would struggle to meet stock- 
brokers’ forecasts of between 
£6 ,2m and £6 5m this year. He 

would come. in at under 
after deducting normal industry 
depreciation charges. The 
group would find the going 
increasingly tough as local 
authority budgets, the principal 
form of funding for private 
nursing homes, were squeezed 
even larder, he claimed. 


this amount. In tins way they do 
not have to worry about the pos- 
sible adverse impact of the 
election and ary subsequent rise 
in interest rates on the value of 
their windfalL" - ■ 
Andrew Fauids and Mike 
Blackburn, Halifax, chairman 
and chief executive respectively, 
will be touring CSty institutions’ 
to persuade them tq bid higher 
t h an the 415p minimum. City 
sources suggested tbe m inimu m 
price of 415p per share vriD be 
comfortably exceeded at flota- 
tion on Monday 2 June, giving 
far bigger cash payouts to those 
who want to sell on that day. 

The Halifax transfer docu- 
ment last December estimated 
the likely share value to be be- 
tween 390p and 45 
when shares m the 
sector have risen by an aycrage 
of 18 per cent 
Matthew Fpnsonby, senior as- 
sociate director at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell, wtach isl 
mg to oversee the book- 
ing exercise, said he hoped the 
share prioe at flotation would be 
higher than ttte p nMkfrftri floo r, 
although he refused to specu- 
late by how much. 

MrMaish added that Halifax 
had considered a wnrohw ap- 
. to Alliance & Leicester. 
A&L. which Boated last 
week, said that it would hah tbe 
sale of its shares if stock m ar kets 
plunged by 20 per cent or more. 

Members who want to seD 
must complete and return a 
form to the Halifax if they want 
it to sell their shares free of 
charge to in sti tut i on al in v estors 
on 30 May, prior to thestart of 
normal trading on the Monday. 



City tours: Chief executive Mike Blackburn wfll be visiting institutions before the auction 

• minion, caused by members* 
dosing accounts, culling 
balances below the minimum 
qualifying figure of Cttill ‘ ,n ,1,c 
qualifying date of 24 February , 
or pitying off mortgages m smte 
of the losing their membership 
privileges. 


Halifax executives are now 
jfor an orderly rim of sell 
> rather than a last-minute 
rush dose to tbe 26 May 
deadline, which they admitted 
might overwhelm the adminis- 
tration. • ■ -- 

Tbe Halifax also con fir med 


yesterday that the maximum 
number of shares to be issued 
will* be 2^1 billion, down 50 
million from the original 
estimate. 

The fall reflects the drop in 
die number of eligible members 
from the initial 8 million to 7.6 



Terry Macafister 


Scores of Brighton b efe d ri ve rs 
yesterday found themselves in 
line for windfall payments. pf 
around £17,000 ea& foDdarag 
a recommended £5.76m take- 
over bid. from the Go-Ahead 
Group to buy their company, 
Brighton Transport. 

the fast-growing bus and rml 
group from the Gateshead- 
based Go-Ahead could still be 
halted by intervention of the 
competition authorities which 
said last night they were look- 
ing at the case. 

Martin Ballinger, managing 
director of Go-Ahead, is confi- 
dent the deal wiH go through 
without a hitch. He said yes- 
terday: “It would - be very 
peculiartf this was referred, con- 
sidering that Stagecoach and 
FirstBus have dominant pos- 
itions in cities like Southamp- 
ton and Portsmouth." 

The Office of Fair Trading 
confirmed it was considering 
whether- tbe Brighton Transport 
takeover fell within its remit. 
But a spokesman added: “We 
look at hundreds of these type 
of cases." 

It would not be Go-Ahead’s 


first brush with the competition 
authorities. Two years ago itwas 
foKXad-to give imdertakmgsto 
the Department ofTfade after 

“p ned^toiy pricing" ’ m’ the 
North-east Of England. ■ 

- The Go-Ahead Group has 
been operating rival Brighton & 
Hove bus services to Brighton 
Transport for four years. It has 
seen a significant increase in 
passenger volumes as the local 
authority discourages city- 
centre car use. 

Go-Ahead, which also oper- 
ates bus services in Oxford and 
London, saw its underlying in- 
terim profits to 28 December 
rise by 82 per cent to £12 . 2m . 
Tbe company also operates the 
ThanKsLmk and Thames Train 
services. 

The proposed tie-up with 
Brighton Transport on tbe basis 
of 180p-per-Brigbtoo-Transport 
share, has board approval But 
die offer must still be approved 
by shareholders of Brighton 
Transport at an extraordinary 
general meeting. - 

Drivers and conductors are 
part of the 242 staff members 
wto own Brigbtm Transport and 
Ss fleet of 84 buses and coaches. 


McAlpine in bid 
talks with Raine 


Alfred McAlpine is in talks 
that may lead to an all-share 


would be at a modest premium 
to Raine’s share prk»«f 19 Jp, 
which valaes the group at almost 
£36m. 

Analysts were reluctant to 
guess what the size of the “pre- 
mium” that McAlpine would be 
prepared to pay. and one even 
suggested that news of the talks 
could flush out other bidders. 

Howard Proctor, analyst at 
Sori6t6 Generate Strauss Turn- 
bull, said that he had recom- 
mended a “cautious" dance 
on McAlpine, until the terms of . 
the possible bid were 'an- 
nounced. “Superficially, Raine 
appears to be a good fn, but we 
are suggesting watting until it 


becomes clearer what Mc- 
Alpine are prepared to pay.” 
McAlpine's shares firmed 4p to 
167.5p yesterday 
Leslie Kent, analyst at Mees- 
Pierson, said the premium 
McAlpine was prepared to pay 
was the “54,000 dollar ques- 
tion". However, be noted that 
Raine reported net assets of 32p 
a share at the end of last year. 

• Raise has- a land bank of 
300.000 plots with planning per- 
mission and “McAlpine have re- 
alised that what Raine needs is 
a to parent," Mr Kent said. 

“mis is by no means cut and 
dry. and Raine could be made 
more offers once McAlpine 
have made theirs. It takes a bid 
' to draw attention to a recover- 
ing company like Raine,” Mr 
Kent added. 


In Brief 


Vega to buy CBL Technology for £5.5m 

\fega Group said it had agreed to acquire CBL Technology, a 
sofrivare-based training company, for up to £5.5m and it hail been 
selected as the preferred bidder for a £om RAF limning contract 
for providing a ground-based training facility for medium sup- 
port helicopters. The company also said its current order nook 
was »he»d of last year, but the strength of sterling would wave 
this year's profits -unchanged on last year. Vega said it expected 
the acquisition ’of CBL to be earnings enhancing from the out- 
set CBL reported pre-tax profits of £404.000 in the year to 31 
March on sales of £1 ,7m. . 

Profits xlrop at Alexander Workwear 

. AJexaoderWorkwpar announced a drop in taxable profits from 
£53mto£LImfortheyearlo 1 February. Dividend total, however, 
is maintained at 6J>p. The results included an exceptional charge 
of £2. 8m, relating to die costs of the rationalisation and reor- 
ganisation of the group's manufacturing activities. Gerald Den- 
nis, chairman, said: ‘Although it is too early to identify significant, 
lasting improvements in demand patterns, there is evidence of 
strengthening demand m the current year and sales are firm against 
the same period last year.” • 

600 Group seifs optical business 

The 600 Group has agreed to sell Ealing Electro-Optics to Co- 
herent Inc for £6m. Ealing Electro-Optics, which has operations 
in the UK and US, makes and distributes optical components and 
test systems. Coherent makes lasers and optical components, and 
is also based ia the US and the UK. Ealing had a turnover in the 
financial year ending 31 March of £5 -2m. and generated a profit 
before tax and interest of £250.000. The 600 Group intends to 
invest a proportion of the proceeds in expanding its internal ii mul 
machine tool distribution network. 

Allen Diesels wins £25m power contract 

Rolls-Royce raid its Allen Diesels subsidiary had won a £25m 
order from Iberafrica Power to upgrade the 45-megawatt 
Nairobi South power station project in Kenya. Allen Diesels will 
be responsible for aO mechanical and electrical engineering and 
for the supply of eight 5.8-megawatt Niigata heavy fuel buminu 
engines from 3apan. 

ITG seeks listing in London and Ireland 

Independent Telecoms Group, one of tbe largest communications 
service providers in Ireland, is to seek a simultaneous listing on 
the Alternative Investment Market of the London Stock Exchange 
and tbe Developing Companies Market of the Irish Stock fe- 
cfaange through a placing of 1.41 million shares at i48p. Proceeds 

rvf I hp nlarmtt mill ftinr? fnh im - -• 1 



Kalamazoo ‘breaches’ hit shares 


I. 1 — ~ lAmuiuiiuwuuus market. 

which ITG said it hoped to enter. Since 1994, turnover has increased 
at a compound rate of 57 per cent per annum. It expects tumu\ L *r 
for the year to end-April next will be in excess of Ir£5.7m and 
predicts pre-tax profits of Ir£480.000. 

Revelation Piccadilly profits jump 

Revelation Hocadffly, the retafling group, reported an increase 
m pre-tax profite from £69.000 to £271,000 for the vear m n 
Ffebruaiy. The dividend is 0.079p. Stephen Barclay, chairni m 
smJearK>n-year sales were up lOper cent in the first two ninths 
of the new finanaal year. “The group has entered ihc eiim-m 
yem- m a financially strong position. We have the resources 
substantially improve profitability and cash generation both £ 
opening new branch* and by developing the dkirihuiS 

busmera through the introduction of new pac&ging. new p r " 
ucts and new exclusive distribution ammgemenK" he said 

Bullough sells Pipeline subsidiary 

Bulloqgh has sold its Rpeline Engineering & Suppty suhsidi m- 


Company Result 


Kalamazoo Computer Group’s 
shares plunged 22p to a three- 
year low of 775pyesterday fol- 
lowing a profits warning, 
resulting from the discovery of 
“certain breaches” of internal 
control within the UK business 
solutions dhaaou. 

Thro operational managers 
at the division have been dis- 
missed but are not being named 
for legal reasons. They left m the 
“last 10 days". 


• A brief statement by the 
company said the “division’s 
manag e ment accounts do not 
reflect accurately its perfor- 
mance". A review of the 
breaches and internal controls 
is being conducted internally 
and with the assistance of au- 
ditors Deloitte & Touche. 

Analysts had predicted a rise 
in profits to £7m, but now ex- 
pect the full-year result to re- 
main unchanged at £5 .9m 


The company said the rest of 
its activities, particularly with- 
in the continental European 
computer division and the se- 
curity print division, had per- 
formed in line with or ahead of 
expectations. 

Kalamazoo said it would de- 
clare a final dividend not less 
than the 1996 final payout of 
3.05p a share when preliminary 
results are announced around 
26 June. 
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G7 ‘read my lips’ declares open day on dollar 


As long as the 
American economy is 
expanding so much 
faster than Japan and 
Germany, and until 
this growth causes its 
foreign trade deficit to 
balloon again, 
the US currency will 
tend to climb’ 


W atch what they do, not whai they say. 
This was rhe currency dealers’ em- 
inently rational reaction yesterday 
to the flow of comments and communiques 
from ministers, bankers and assorted offi- 
cials gathered in Washington. 

International officialdom says the dollar 
has gone far enough. Itis not too suong, but 
as strong as they'd Eke. However, there is 
no sign that the G7 central franfo wflJ risk 
selling dollars for yen and marks when the 
economic fundamentals mean they would 
almost certainly make a loss on the trans- 
action. 

In these circumstances, the G7 statement 
is an invitation to the markets to push the 
dollar as far as they can, and traders are 
accepting the challenge. As long as the 
Ame rican economy is. expanding so. much 
fast er than Japan and Germany, and until 
this growth causes its foreign trade deficit 
to balloon again, the US currency will tend 
to dimb. Japan would need to raise its own 
interm rales unexpectedly if irreahy warned 
jojpuncture the dollar balloon, which 

ving the^Eg^sh Japanese eronomy right 
now, it plainly does not. 

The weekend’s meetings of the G7 and , 
IMF also brought a warning of turmoil on j 
the foreign exchanges if the single currency 
project is delayed. Here again, the funda- 
mentals will rightly carry more weight than 
the officials. 

It is fudge or failure, not delay, that will 


[ invite speculative attacks on the weaker cur- 
rencies in the foreign exchange markets. If 
any of the more peripheral European coun- 
tries are going to be sboehomed into EMU 
| for political reasons when they have not yet 
slimmed their budget deficits enough to fit, 
or if any of them does not make the 
i expected progress on the fiscal front this 
year, then they will become vulnerable to 
attack. There is quite a good chance of 
EMU-related currency turmoil during the 
next 12 months, but the markets will not be 
diverted from creating genuine havoc try an 
offirial attempt to channel it in a particu- 
lar direction. 

Accept the apology and 
let the matter rest 

A pologies as grovelling as the one issued 
.z\by Sir Chips Keswick yesterday over 
Hambros’ role m the. failed lad for the Co- 
operative Wholesale Society are rare in the 
City but there may be merit in malting them i 
the norm in scandals of this sort Certainly 
Sir Chips’ remorse provides an elegant and 
swift way of settling an affair winch could have 
dragged on for years at considerable repu- 
tational and monetary cost not just to Ham- 
bros, but to the City more generally. 

It lnayweD be foat the rircumstances sur- 
rounding Hambros' role were so utterly 
damning that Sir Chips had little option but 
to agree all that the Co-op and its advisers. 


SBC Warburg, asked for, but if that were the 
case, then the Co-op would surely have been 
able to extract more. The usual practice in 
such affairs is for the triumphant Giy 
house to press home its advantage with reg- 
ulators as vindictively and aggressively as 
possible. This is noL always m the client’s 
best interests since part of the purpose here 
is for the Giy adviser to do down his com- 
petitors. Too often, however, the result is a 
more general damage, both to the reputa- 
tion of the Gty and because of the result- 
ing regulatory crackdown, its freedom of 
manoeuvre. 

This is not to argue that the City be able 
to sweep its more unsavoury episodes under 
the carpet by simply saying; “Sorry old chap, 
dida't mean it really. Here's your legal costs 
and now let’s forget the whole thing ever 
happened." That plainly would not be a sat- 
isfactory way of proceeding. But in this case 
we know most of what happened. 

The damage to Hambros and others 
involved is already considerable, so bad in 
the case of Hambros that its future as an 
independent investment bank must now be 
in doubt. The Regan affair has highlighted 
the desperate measures middle-ranking Gty 
banks will sometimes resort tom the search 
for fees and recognition. But little further 
retribution would be gained by pursuing the 
matter to the bitter end. On the other hand, 
another raft of regulatory red tape and rules 
for the Gty in general would be more or less 
guaranteed. 


Obviously there will have to be discipli- 
nary action against those shown to have 
breached professional standards. The City 
also needs urgently to examine more gen- 
erally its standards' of integrity and probity, 
a process the Bank of England and others 
wu] no doubt want to be involved in. But 
sinc e nobody outside Mr Regan and his 
advisers and backers haw been damaged by 
this episode, that is probably where matters 
ought to rest. 

Launders is just the 
first one to get the boot 

F ootball managers know that the writing 
is cm the wall when the club chairman ex- 
presses his full confidence in them. Robin 
Launders, who parted company with Leeds 
United yesterday after less than a year in the 
chief executive’s job, was afforded no such 
advance warning. 

Indeed, the decision to “accept his resig- 
nation'’ after a hastily arranged meeting at 
the dub’s Eiland Road ground evidently 
came as something of a bolt out of the blue 
for Mr Launders. He arrived at the dub with 
a reputation as an effective, albeit abrasive 
manager, having been part of the troika asso- 
ciated with Manchester United's glittering 
success off the field as much as on it. 

It was Mr Launders as finance director 
who was responsible for the redevelopment 
of the Okl uafford ground and the com- 


mercialisation of the Manchester United 
name to the point where income from mer- 
chandising, catering and the like now com- 
fortably exceeds gate revenues. 

Since his arrival at Leeds its performance 
on the pitch has not exactly set the fans 
alight. But that is not Mr Launders’ prob- 
lem. The reverse takeover by Caspian pro- 
vided the dub with shareholders as well as 
supporters and whilst both want success on 
the field. Mr Launders came with a reputa- 
tion as the wizard of the financial dribble. 

Like footballers themselves, however, 
track record is not necessarily a guarantee 
of future performance. Chris Akers, who 
chairs Caspian, has bankers as well as fans 
to keep happy. He wants to turn Eiland 
Road into the Madison Square Gardens of 
the UK through his Project Arena - a £30m 
scheme to redevelop the ground into a prop- 
erty, leisure and multi-snorts complex. Mr 
Launders, apart from lacking the team 
skills to rub along with the rest of the man- 
agement, appears not to have been running 
at the same pace as his chairman. 

It was always dear that the headlong rush 
towards stock market quotations by so 
many football clubs would produce casual- 
ties among investors. Mix in personalities 
of (be likes of Sir John Hall at Newcastle 
and Mr Akers and it is a recipe for change 
in personnel as well. Mr Launders may be 
the fust of the new breed of football chief 
executives to get' the boot but he will surely 
not be the last. 


Consumer 
optimism at 
highest level 
since 1980s 




Fraud hearing 
to pit Lloyd’s 
against SEC 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Consumer confidence rs back at 
its highest since the late 1980s, 
according to a new survey 
yesterday. Further evidence of 
the booming economy came 
from a strong pick-up in the 
commercial property market, 
although the housing market 
apparently paused for breath 
last month. 

“Itis eerily reminiscent of the 
last boom,” said Geoffrey 
Dicks, an economist at NatWsst 
Markets. “The good thing is that 
the election has come earlier in 
the cyde this time around, and 
the government will be able to 


6 The feelgood 
factor is being 
put down to the 
windfall gains 9 
-David Fell, 
BSL director 


tighten policy as soon as it is out 
of the way.” 

Consumer optimism picked 
up sharply across the country in 
the first quarter of the year, ac- 
cording to a survey published by 
Business Strategies Ltd (BSL). 

The consultancy found that, 
thanks to the prospect of free 
b uilding society snares, opti- 
mism about the economy in 
general and household finances 
bad risen markedly, while con- 
cern about unemployment was 
falling. The balance of optimists 
over pessimists, at 24 per cent? 
was the highest since rntd-l 988. 

The survey reported that the 
South-east and the northern re- 
gions would gain most from the 
windfalls. The former has the 
b igges t population in the UK- 
whue savers in Yorkshire and 
the North-east will benefit most 
from the Halifax and Northern 
Rods conversions. 

David Fell. BSL dirertor, 
said: "The feelgood factor is be- 


ing put down to the windfall 
gams and consumers are not 
seeing the Government as be- 
ing responsible for these.” 

But he said the economywas 
not yet expanding on a late- 
1980s scale. “The connection i 
between house prices, confi- | 
dence and consumer spending, j 
is not as strong this time ; 
around,” be said. ' 

Confidence rose fastest in the 
East Midlands and the North, 
but house price rises have been 
greatest in London and parts of 
the South-east. 

There was some support for 
this view in mortgage lending 
figures published by the British 
Bankers' Association yester- 
day. Although the banks lent 10 
per cent more than their recent 
monthly average in March, the 
BBA said this reflected an in- 
crease in their market share. 

Tim Sweeney, director- 
general, said: “Overall demand 
for mortgage finance has been 
restrained somewhat” He sug- 
gested fears of higher interest 
rates after the election and a 
shortage of properties in some 
areas might be to blame. 

The commercial property 
market has continued to see 
strong demand, according to a 
report from the Royal Institute 
of Chartered Surveyors yester- 
day. Confidence in the sector 
was the highest since the survey 
began three years ago. 

Graham Chase of Chase & 
Partners, a RICS spokesman, 
said* “Confidence seems to be 
strong across the regions.” The 
difference between now and the 
late 1980s was the absence of 
much speculative development 
so far in this cycle, he said 

Despite the differences be- 
tween this boom and the last 
one, all economists agree that 
the windfalls this year make for 
a great deal of uncertainty 
about how fast the economy will 
grow. 

Mr Dicks said that even on a 
cautious assumption about how 
much of their windfalls people 
would spend, consumer spend- 
ing would grow by 4 per cent this 
year. It would need to be re- 
duced in order to head off the 
threat to inflation next year. 



Siviey Free Inns the fast-growing 
operator of 30 superpubs and ca#6 bars 
which change their ambience to attract 
daytime and everting customers te 


buying Richardson inns a joint venture 
between Whftbreads and the Richardson 
famBy. Managing director Tony Hffl (left) 
and his cofleagues hold about 10 per 


centofthe£50m company Gerald 
Richardson (right) wffi join the board of 
SB and invest £lm in the enlarged 
group Photoseph: Nicola Kurtz 


Enterprise unveils £l()0m swap 


Michael Harrison 


Enterprise Oil yesterday un- 
veflea a £100m asset swap with 
BF which will strengthen its 
presence in the North Sea and 
end its involvement in the 
British Gas take-or-pay saga. 

BP is exchanging its 43 per 
cent interest in the Pierce field 
in return for Enterprise’s 
interests in two gas fields. 
Amethyst and Ravenspmn 
North. 


The Pierce field contains an 
estimated 100 million barrels of 
ofl and is due to go into pro- 
duction in the third quarter of 
next year. The asset swap will 
result in Enterprise becoming 
the operator of the field with a 
74 per cent stake. 

Pierce is next to the Nelson 
field in the central North Sea 
which contains an estimated 400 
million barrels and is already op- 
erated by Emeiprise. A spokis- 
man said: “This asset swap sits 


very happily with our strategy 
of building a modem portfolio 
of new oil assets." 

The field will cost about 
£150m to bring on stream and 
involves building a floating pro- 
duction and storage vessel tied 
to wells located in two subsea 
centres. The go-ahead for the 
development is expected in the 
middle of the year. The other 
companies with an interest in 
Pierce are Ranger Oil. MOC 
Exploration, Agip and Santos. 


Mark Hope, Enterprise’s 
technical director, said: “This is 
good news for both compa- 
nies. Enterprise will be able to 
maximise the potential of Pierce 
through our experience in the 
central North Sea and BP will 
be able to derive greater value 
from the assets in Much they are 
already significant players.” 

The asset swap will increase 
BP’s interest in Amethyst to 
43.4 per cent and in Ravenspum 
North to 33 .5 per cent. 


Terry MacaHstw 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission is poised to inter- 
vene unexpectedly against 
Lloyd's of London m a critical 
legal case opening in the USto- 
d^r. The world's oldest insurance 
market is fighting to stop itself 
faring for the first time allega- 
tions of fraud brought by an 
American investor in a US court 

The legal battle, Charles 
Leslie vs Lloyd's, will be heard 
in the fifth circuit of the New 
Orleans Court of Appeal It fol- 
lows an earlier ruling in favour 
of Robert Leslie, a 74-year-old 
Texan investorwho wants to sue 
Lloyd's in the US. 

the insurance market has so 
far successfully argued in other 
US courts that any actions 
against it should be brought be- 
fore British judges. But it lost 
the first round against Mr Leslie 
in a Texas district court 

A -Lloyd’s spokesman last 
njght said the market was con- 
fident it would overturn the 
Texas derision with this ap- 
peaL “Five other appeal courts 
m the US have upheld our 
view. We think they have not fol- 
lowed precedent in this case." 

Bui the involvement of the 
SEC could be influential. Its 
counsel, Richard Walker, has 
been given leave lo appear and 
is expected to give wmght to Mr 
Leslie’s case. 

Lloyd's is unhappy about the 
SECs role. A Lloyd's spokes- 
man said: “The commission 
has yet to rule whether being a 
member of Lloyd’s is indeed a 
security. Given this is the case, 
it is an odd intervention [by Mr 
Walker]." 


Sudden upswing pushes PEP sales to new high 


Nic Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 

A last-minute surge of invest- 
ments during the few days be- 
fore the end of the 1996 -97 tax 
year helped sales of PEPs reach 
record neights, according to 
figures released yesterday by the 
Association of Unit Trusts and 
Investment Funds (Autif). 

Net PEP sales reached 
£6.2bn in the year to April, up 
44 per cent on the previous 12 
months, Autif said. Net PEP 
sales in the first quarter of this 


year reached £1 .9bn, below the 
record £2bn figure fra- sales dur- 
ing the second quarter of last 
year. 

However, a final flood of 
£797m into unit trust PEPs in 
the first few days of April 
helped push the annual total to 
its record high. 

Philip Warland, director gen- 
eral at Autif, said: “PEP sales 
continue to reach new heights. 
Sales just for March were on a 
par with the total for the whole 
of 1992. The growth in the 
number of regular savings plan 

anwuiotuuwn 


holders shows that the use of 
unit trusts is becoming part of 
the nation’s savings habits. 

“Investors neea transparent, 
simple investment products 
with good performance and 
unit trust PEPS are able to 
match these needs perfectly.” 

The sudden upswing in sales 
followed concern among fund 
managers that despite a massive 
advertising push in the weeks 
prior to the 5 April tax deadline, 
investors were refusing to com- 
mit themselves to equity in- 
vestments. 


Fears over US interest rale 
rises and their potential impact 
on US and UK equity markets 
were cited as reasons for in- 
vestors’ reluctance to commit 
themselves. The looming gen- 
eral election was also said to 
have caused the initial go-slow. 

However, a last-minute sales 


from £4S5m in February. They 
also rose from £1.025bn in 
March 1996. 

By contrast, however, unit 
trust sales to institutions 
dropped £596m to barely 
£300m in March, compared to 
the near £900m in sales record- 
ed the previous month. Some 40 


push helped convince many per cent of that went into the 
that direct equity investment ‘ international growth sector. 


was the long-term answer to 
safer but low interest rates. 

Net retail sales of £1.075bn, 
those bought by small investors, 
more than doubled in March 


while there was a net outflow of 
£45m from European funds. 

Autif said yesterday that a sig- 
nificant slice of sales in March 
were in the UK growth and UK 


While the latest legal skirmish 
starts in New Orleans, a Lloyd's 
working party was finalising a 
report last night that could lead 
to the death of the traditional 
individual investor, or name, in 
favour of corporate capital. 

The syndicate structures 
working party has in effect con* . 
eluded that the individual . 
names structure is enormously > 
expensive. Further, the in* n 
volvement of names makes it 
difficult for investment decisions i- 
to be made for than one year at is 
a time. k. 

Under the existing Lloyd’s re 
rules, names form new synch- ,ys 
cates - or annual ventures - &e 
every year. It has been estimated m- 
that the cost of doing this alone [he 
could amount to £100m and the da 

abolition of the members' -gr- 
a^ncy network could save a fur- 
ther £58m, according to figures 
from accountants KPMG. ■[ 

The working party, whose 
report must be endorsed hy the 
Lloyd's ruling council before anyjjjjg! 
action is taken on it, will noiNusne 
come up with any definite rec- 
ommendation on the future of 
names. «Kiw 

One of the working partyjjjjg: 
members said: “The report will'; j pm 
just give the bare fads. But these 
dearly indicate that the way for- pa y » ■ 
ward is for names to convert to£5£££! 
becoming limited liability share- «* is-ii 
holders." ' gffl 

Chris Slockwell, chairmans a**® 
of the Lloyd’s Names Assoria- 1 ^,^^ 
tion working party, said that thei* nr. w 
report was the latest in a series^ 
of actions aimed at squeezing^j^j“!? 
out names. i?3vt5: 

“Lloyd's has financially de-*** 1 * 4 * 
strayed the first one-third ancg^^yc 
is now dealing with the rest.” n aw )» 
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growth and income sectors, 
which company sales force:' 11 * 1 ' 
contributed £122m and inde 
pendent financial advisers aHourtn tine 
most doubled their previou?” 5 ®!? 0 ^ 
record lo £75 m. . JScl, 

However, funds which troche top-see* 
the performance of the FTSI*« l,w - nee 
100 or All-Share indexes tooi2jJ?j “ge 
76 per cent of the £2 04 p the atp tc 
poured into the growth and iire pifcshed w 
come sector, confirming 
growing dominance of cheaScimB^. 
PEPs sold over the telephone hxjntft. 
a growing number of compr?®«s-' V 

r,;£c im-laVrlinn OvmB lUS» X • • 


nies, including Virgin. 


An office with a phone. 

How novel. A 

The Nokia 9000 Communicator. A phone, fax, Web browser, E-Mail terminal, SMS message device and personal organiser in one. 
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partnership, PC World Peoples Phone, Talfcland, The Carphone Warehouse. The Unit and all good independent retaitm and computer dealers. 

Ax selected outlets of Dixons, D«ons Tax nee. «nn 
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Every so often Procter & Gam- . 
bte bemuses the stock market 
by holding a City investment 
presentation. Such an event, . 
expected today, invariably 
prompts talk the US detergent 
behemoth, not quoted in Lon- 
don, is pl anning to swoop on 
a UK enterprise. 

Reckitt & Colman. the 
household toiletries group 
where many suspect Unilever 
nurses precatory ambitions, 
could be in P&G’s sights. 
Unilever, the Anglo Dutch 
food and soaps giant, has dear- - 
ly grown beyond the reach of 
the Ariel to Fairy group. 

Such is the fierce competition 
between P&G and Unilever 
that some wonder whether the 
Americans are merely intent od 
upstaging Unilever, due to pro- 
duceSrat-quarterSgureson Fri- 
day. Many believe the US 
group just wants to emphasise 
its UK presence and underline 
its ability to strike at a target, 
if it so desires. 


Unilever appeared to be un- 
ruffled by the prospect of its 
deadly rival hobnobbing with 
City fond managers and ana- 
lysts. Its shares were un- 
changed at 1,623 Jp, near their 
jjeak. Reckitt dipped. 7p- to 

Blue chips, swayed again by 
New York, were on form with 
Footsie Mining 20 points to 
4,389.7. Ice supporting FTSE 
250 index was rather less en- 
thusiasts:. On die surface it 
looked a fairly active session. 
But in reality the market was 
merely marking time with tid- 
dlers like Dragon Oil (3.5p) 
and Minnie* (5_5p) making a 
□ear 10 per cent contribution 
to volume. 

Financials, seen as relative- 
ly immune from the expected 
Government: change, once 
again were the major influ- 
ences behind Footsie’s romp. 

The underweight position of 
many fund managers was the 
other consideration. Once Hat 
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MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


Caspian, the Leeds Utd 
group run by Chris Akers, fell 


ifax and the rest have fol- 
lowed Alliance .& Leicester, 
onto the market many funds 
are likely, under their own ar- 
ticles, to be short of fina nc ial 
shares. So the desire to quick- 
ly increase representation in 
the financial sector, be it banks 
or insurances, is understand- 
able. . 

The banks ' once again 
stormed ahead, led by Lloyds 
TSB with a 19p gain to 576pu 
Insurances joined the romp. 
Prudential Corporation rose 
15p to 591p and Legal & Gen- 
eral Sp to 40&5p. 

Cable & Wireless Commu- 
nications touched 3065p, dos- 
ing at 299 .5p.. The result of a 
four-way merger it is the na- 


eration with a value of around 
£4.5bn. Cable & Wireless 
greeted its ofispriog with a 7 5p 
gain to 479p. 

Hambros, the merchant 
bank halted -its 'slide with a' 
grovelling apology to. the Co- 
op. 'After falling I0.5p the 

^ Vickers, still suffering from 

a profit wanting, climbed 3.5p 
to 2105p following support 
from BZW and ABN Amro 
HoareGovetL 

Williams Holdings jumped 
15p to 333p after the Depart- 
ment of Thade & Industry 
cleared its bid for Ctmbb Se- 
curity, up 225p to 447 Jp. 


of 46.75p) as Robin Launders, 

rectox^quii as chief executive. 
His deparose occurs as Braden - 
Ldssre, the -dd Mosaic In- 
vestments which acquired 
BohOT’fifeoderers.isduetore- 
tumfomaxkeLMbsiicwassus- 
pemfed ax Sp; the shares could 
kick off today at 75p... 

' TEG, the old Thom Light- 
ing, was little changed at ll2p 
as W&ssall," the ambifidus con- ■ 
glomerate, lifted its stake- to 54 
per cent . 

Quality Care Homes 
jumped 37p to 31Xp after say- 
ing a bid loomed TWo years 
ago chairman Duncan Ban- 
natyne rejected an. offer from 
Sun Bealm, a US co nipai ty. He - 
has around half of the capitaL 
Raine, the builder, firmed 
0.25p to 1925p as ^ Alfred 
McAlpine emerged as the 
likely bidder. ' . 


.Another profit warninglow- 
ered WEW; the retailer, ZSp 
to 16Jp; BSM, blaming the 
written element of the driving 
test, reversed 38pto 103 Jp af- 
ter ^ijWtaTlhip profit problems. 


feel, the impact of director 
sales, feUfag 47.5p to 480p. _ 
partners, a stationery chain 
placed ax I50p*rosetO l69Jp* 


20pcmfis Abbey Natkmpi fin 
' Dmgcm 03 remained the in- 


3.5p "with turnovex hitting al- 
most 55 -million. Still with 
around 5.5 b2Kou shares in is- 
suetbere is plenty of scope for 

tracSagtbestocilikesomany 

tertiary mis there are, now it 
istnitM nww, avarie^ ofsto; 
ries flying around; they in- 
clude b ullish, talk about its 
Thailand prospect .and growing 
optimism over the . likely re- 
turns from its Caspian Sea 
strike. In August the shares 
were lp. 
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maniq?* is due tomorrow 

te thb yw would top £1® 
against £266,000. 
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Squalls face world’s role model 


W e are preoccupied this 
week, for obvious rea- 
sons, with the balance 
sheet of the market reforms of the 
previous 18 years - the pluses and 
the minuses of economic policy of 
nearly two decades. One of the 
points frequently made is that 
there is now an Anglo-American 
economic model of capitalism sig- 
nificantly different from the con- 
tinental European ones, or from 
the Japanese. 

And wnfle tbe Anglo-American sys- 
tem seems to be gaining ground m- 
ternationaUy in the sense that 
many of its facets axe being 



Japan, it would be astounding 
were there not some kind of back- 
lash. Here in Bri tain, we may see 
some of that backlash this week: 
not just a change of political 
direction, but at least some hopes 
among many voters of a change in 
eroromic direction too. Butin the 
US there is nothing of this. 
Administrations change, but the 
economic model is virtually un- 
questioned. Why? 

One part of the answer must 
surely lie in the success of the US 
. economy in creating jobs. By com- 
parison to continental Europe the 
UK has been relatively successful 
at getting its unemployment rate 
down, and it is now creating jobs 
at a reasonable rate. But it is 
nothing like as impressive an en- 
gine ofjob-creation as the US. 

In the past six years the US has 
created 12~5 million new jobs, an 
increase of more than 11 percent 
A little over 1 milli on were in the 
public sector, and the largest sin- 
gle new group were in private sec- 
tor services, mostly in small and 
medium-sized firms. The growth of 
the past decade is shown in the 
chart on the right. 

Bui there have been no net 
new jobs in manufacturing. Of 
course there have been some new 
manufac t uring J nha, but gains have 
been more than offset by losses 
with the result that total manu- 
facturing employment is below 
the level of 1991.' No new jobs and 
rising output has resulted in ex- 
cellent productivity gains, since 
1991 averaging around 4 per cent. 
Output per person/hour in manu- 
facturing in the US is 21 per cent 
higher than it was in 1991. The re- 
sult of this is that unit labour 


Hamish 

McRae 

While the Anglo- 
American system 
seems to be 
gaining ground in 
the sense that 
many of its facets 
are being 
adopted 
elsewhere it 
would be 
astounding were 
there not some 
kind of backlash 

costs have hardly risen since 1991 
(see left-hand chart). The economy 
as a whole has created jobs with- 
out creating excessive inflation. 

This raises a number .of ques- 
tions. One, posed by the economic 
team at Klein wort Benson, which 


dug out the statistics noted above, 
is whether this performance can 
continue. They beHeve it can. The 
. present growth win slow and so 
price/wage pressures wifl be con- 
tained; wage inflation will not in- 
crease much. And the productivity 
gains will continue. If that is right, 
and the good US performance is 
not largely a cyclical phenomenon 
- the result of a long expamaon - 
then expect facets of the US econ- 
omy to continue to be exported into 
the Continent and Japan. 

But that is tbe American part of 
the model What about the “Anglo” 
bit? One part of the market re- 
forms embraced by Britain but not 
by the US is reform of the stale sec- 
tor, in particular privatisation. The 
US did not privatise because not 
having nationalised in the first 
place, it didn’t need to. That will 
dearly continue outride the UK, 
and perhaps within it. (One of the 
reasons lor the early election in 
France is to seek voter support not 
just for the single currency Dut also 
for continuation of the privatisa- 
tion programme, which nas been 


whether other features of the 
Anglo-American system contin- 
ue, like reliance on stock market 
finwnrft rather than bank finance 
and flexible labour markets, will de- 
pend on whether the two 
economies continue to be per- 
ceived from abroad as successes. 
If they continue to grow faster than 
continental Europe and Japan- If 
the present performance is not just 
a cyclical phenomenon -they pre- 
sumably will. If the European 
economies catch up, the model will 
come to be less admired. 

Medium- and long-term fore- 





casts of growth are either brave or 
useless, or perhaps both. But I was 
interested by sane numbers in the 
annual "Strategy 2000" exercise 
carried out by B"ZW, which tries to 
apply a long-term view to invest- 
ment. The logic of this is to try and 
look at which countries and which 
sectors will do well over the next 
few years, and then to drew in- 
vestment conclusions from that. 

As part of this exercise, BZW did 
two things. One was to come up 
with some five-year growth fore- 
casts; tbe other to put a whole se- 
ries of variables together, from 

demography to scientific achieve- 
ment, and see what that implied for 

living standards. 

On the forecasts, the Group of 
Seven order ran as follows: Cana- 
da (32 per cent trend growth), 
Japan (2.8 per cent), US and UK 
(25 per cent), Italy (2.4 per cent), 
and France and Germany (22 per 
cent). 

That is quite interesting in the 
sense that the US and UK do come 
out a touch higher than tbe lame 
continental economies, bat the 
margin is small and in any case 
Canada and Japan do better. 

On the less precise assessment 
of changes in livingstandards, 
though, the US and UK come out 
dearly top, while at the bottom 
come Japan and Germany. The cri- 
teria are: changes in Lhe depen- 
dency ratio, imports of capital 
goods, access to information, 
labour market flexibility and num- 
ber of scientific citations. These 
may seem an arbitrary set of vari- 
ables, and of course they are. Nev- 
ertheless the results are interesting 
in the sense that the Anglo-Amer- 
ican model appears the best at gen- 
erating a rise m living standards - 
or rather the most likely to gener- 
ate a rise - over the next decade. 

What should one conclude from 
all this? I think the main' message 
is there is still great momentum in 
the intellectual sea-change which 
took place during the early 1980s 
on how developed economies 
should be run, and that accordingly 
the Anglo-American model will 
continue to be applied elsewhere. 
That is not to claim that the model 
is optimal; rather h is to say that 
the onus in on the opponents to 
come up with something better. If 
they don’t, the model rolls on. 


Chip off the old block had 
an auspicious start to life 


I had not realised until now that 
Sir Chips Keswick, chairman of 
Hambros Bank, got his Christian 
name because he was conceived 
on a Chippendale. 

Whether this was a Chippen- 
dale chaise-longue or chair is not 
dear, although I am happy to 
provide a picture of an example 
of the 18th-Century master crafts- 
man's handiwork. Who knows, 
this may be the very chair. 

Andrew Regan’s failed bid for tbe 
Co-op throws up other strange 
stories. The two corporate fi- 
nanciers who opposed each other 
in the bid battle once worked 
with each other, or at least for the 
same bank. 

Peter Large, the Hambros man 
who advised Mr Regan on the 
bid, was until September 1995 the 
manag in g director of SBC War- 
burg's corporate finance arm. 

This was just after the merger of 
SG Warburg and SBC in July 
1995. And of course Brian 
KeeJan, who has been advising 
the Co-op during the fracas, has 
been with SBC mice 1989. He is 
now managing director of corpo- 
rate finan ce at the merged bank. 

With Mr Keelan victorious and 
Mr Large awaiting the outcome 
of the various enquiries into the 
Regan affair, I wonder if the for- 
mer colleagues will still be ex- 
changing Christmas cards this 
year. 

Apdms, the Association of Pri- 
vate Client Investment Managers 
& Stockbrokers, has announced 
the retirement of founder chair- 
man John Cobb and appointment 
of his successor, Michael Read of 
Greig Middleton. 

Mr Cobb, 65, said yesterday: 
"Since our founding seven yeais 
ago, we have fought many battles 
on major issues such as Thurus, 
Rolling Settlement and Crest We 
have opposed the excesses of the 
regulators, have promoted our 
members’ services and defended 
their interest in an institutionally- 
dominated world.” 

Mr Read, 54, is a founder di- 
rector of Greig Middleton, now 
the UK’s largest retail stockbro- 
ker. He heads the investment 
management department, with 
£7-5bn under management 
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Made to last: A example of 
Chippendale’s work 

He is also the fifth generation 
of his family 10 be a stockbroker. 
Hopefully this will help him deal 
with the expected avalanche of 
share deals from the current 
splurge of building society flota- 
tions. 

My thanks to Barry Lloyd of Saf- 
fron Walden, Essex, for the fol- 
lowing missive: “I noted that in 
tbe party political broadcast by 
Tony Blair be made coffee in his 
kitchen in a Cable TV industry 
mug. 

"Is the Labour Party now ac- 
cepting product placements and if 
so was this not rather misplaced 
considering Mr Blair has 
promised ms support to BTT 

Mathew Ptmsonby, senior associ- 
ate director of Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell, is in charge of the Hali- 
fax flotation. Future shareholders 
may like to know that be has a 
distinguished heritage. 

One of Mr Ponsonby’s ances- 
tors was a cavalry officer at the 
Battle of Waterloo. Sitting on his 
horse near the Duke of Welling- 


ton, commander of the allied 
forces arrayed against Napoleon, 
Ponsonby's leg was blown off by a 
cannonball. Looking down he ex- 
claimed: "By God Sir, IVc lost my 
lefr" 

7b which the Iron Duke, unper- 
turbed, replied: "By God sir, so 
you have/ 

1 believe another Ponsonby an- 
cestor participated in the Charge 
of the Light Brigade, although 1 
expect the dialogue wasn't quite 
as good. No doubt the present Mr 
Pbnsonby’s efforts will be more 
successful, if not so glorious. 

"The Romance of Buried Trea- 
sure" is a fascinating chapter 
from The Art of Speculation , a 
book by Wall Street investment 
guru Philip L Garret. 

It was obviously written with 
recent mining share scandals such 
as Bre-X in mind, where thou- 
sands of investors lost out when 
mining investments went wrong. 

Mr Carret writes: “Victims of 
the financial underworld, the 
proverbial widows and orphans 
who place their funds in worthless 
securities, arc prone to select min- 
ing and oil stocks as the vehicles of 
their misfortunes. There is undeni- 
ably a certain glamour about the 
adventure of extracting its mineral 
wealth from the earth’s crust." 

The book was written in 1930 
and is being reissued as an invest- 
ment classic. As far as throwing 
money at holes in the ground 
goes, however, it proves that 
nothing changes. 

United News & Media has pro- 
moted Gerry Wilton chief execu- 
tive of its broking companies. 

Harlow Butler and Garhan. In 
addition to his previous responsi- 
bilities for the broking businesses 
in Europe and Asia he will now 
add the businesses in North and 
South America. Although Lord 
HolUck's company may be best 1 
known for its Express newspaper 
titles, it also owns the largest In te- - 
grated money and securities 5 

broking group in the world. h 

John Willcock 1 - 
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Industrial Metals 
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Tourist Rates 
EBuys 

AustrafolDo&rs) 2JJ2T0 

AudriBfBchnmJ 192000 

BalgiistijjFfancs) 583000 

Canada [Dolan!) 22125 

Cyptm (pounds) 88075 

DonnWrJcfKranw) 11X4850 

Hotertd (&**») 3X685 

Fintandfltete) 82840 


E Buys 

FrancefFrancs) 81875 
GernonriMarta) 22280 
GraKetDrachmoQ 435X300 
Hong Kong (Defiers) 122250 
MareKPurts) 10215 
JtaltflJnO 2735JJOOO 

Japan (Van) 202.1000 
Mattapty 08085 


E Buys 

NwZatandpofca) 22885 
NWwwrfKionen 11.1725 
POrtuoaHEscudce) 2735000 
SpMn(PBSeta£) 2286000 
BmdanQOunot] 124130 
Swtariand/Francs) 23220 
TulaurtUn) 2113200000 
United Stete(Datara) 1J5875 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 



Settlement price: 4384 


ckrahig oflar price 


CMVPut 

Series 


4300 

<350 

4400 

4450 

TotaVraia 

May 


121/23 

8206 

83/57 

90BB 

— 

Jun 


161/57 

127/73 

97/94 

72/119 

— 

M 


191/74 

159192 

128/111 

100/135 

— 

AUQ 


709/33 

178/112 146/131 

121/156 

110/161 

Energy 

Brant Crude 

CWrairi} 

Gee oi (S/tonne) 

wn 

Product* t 

pwrarej 

IPE 550pm 

•ehg Yfajo 

H dra Vq 

6pm 

Spat OF NW Europe 

Jut W27 

-005 

May 16875 +025 

Jun 1950 

Prem-LMaeded 

201/205 

JJ 1838 

-805 

Jun 16800 +0.00 

Jut 1950 

Naphtha 

178/178 

Am 1848 


Jill 1872B +000 

Aug 1850 

BCQasol 

1707172 

Vofc 12BM MkISJS Vat 

8273 

Sap 1056 

1 

fi 

.8 

80-82 

t^TTTTTTT 

idity liu 

liees 



GSCtlnricea 


BHid* 

+3pot 

ftdtgDw 

3t0«c VctaVTO Vaaraga 

ftchpVr 


1B70-100 

19434 

+aii 

2J42B 

■0.72 21417 

•058 

Agritaribnl 

1870-100 

26475 

+052 

23123 +1450 33358 

-2041 


1983-100 

6756 

■021 

8488 -0152 7355 

■851 

tndual Malta 

1977-100 

183.18 

■HUB) 

188-79 +BJS2 16851 

■3.03 

UMStDdt 

1970-100 

193.76 

■055 

191-03 +1.44 17358 

+1157 

Practau* Metola1B73-100 

43889 

+058 

48344 

■479 48951 

-12-63 

tCtawrad 25 Apr law 








Agricultural 

Cam Coflte 


um 

Efloim 

LffFE 

Worn. 

UFFE 

Cflonne 

UFFE 

Emma 


1022 

May 

1545 

May 

8850 

My 

2750 

Jri 

1044 

Jut 

1800 

Sap 

BOSS 

Jun 

5000 


3384 

vS 

1820 

9000 

Nov 

Vofc 

B22S 

zr 

Nov 

Vofc 

8250 

83 

HUtei 

surar 

Mght 


WfcM 


Cora 


LIFFE 

the 

LITE SBWrpt 

LIFFE 

Stow 

caor 

w-Lo 


May 313.10 Apr 1265 

Ota 304-80 Msy 1328 

Dec 302.10 Vofc SO 

Vd 1412 Indw 1281 

Other Softs 

Apr Made (No3)"Mora» 

Apr Copra ft) Morale 

ifiy Cotton (NY) UScant/fa 

unq Wool AcantAp 

Apr Rubber Moant/Hg 

0*tr HfcnSC - Mif «^n-W«d« 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


CMS 

« SS»5C: 
suron-; jPera 
son lost 
. unarm 


Vofc 37 VM 83 Vat 2720 
Meat Cora 621-16 

lira caor CMHbudwi Group c 

um: Htonw |*Lb SaU 1 SctjMf 

MW &3-35 ,, •. 

Ju» 8850 “W »155 A Robert 

Sep 83.25 " AW” 

Vofc 58 Sap 262-278 280 esftslM 

. J KM 

etmantoi 

4W16-: 

108.75 May Soya CM FUlQOkg 106^1 

M 9.00 Apr Coconut 06 MStanno 

72-08 unq SunBwrorOfaWtwta 

unq May Raperaad 0 *R/lQ«g 

2 TB 00 Apr Groundnut 04 S/trmna 




m 


rfr 


m 


m ss 

hi 



“I n for ma tion professionals rank 
Financial Times h ifon n aHon as the most 
Im port ant UK business in for ma tion provider” 






Amaral Busfa»s Lnfocmatkn Sure? 1996, 
T l r j u ia nH Rudr—c T idt in ii ii rirei 


Fmanrial lines Infonnation provides online information 
from over 5JD00 business sources amiprising 43 million 
documents, as well as a database of 33 millian securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 

For one information contact Andrew Hum on +44 171 S25 8420. 
or enud: jnfb@fLcom Rzte anuta trfoBrianoMirMuw'tH W l B: 

bttpcffmnrjoSoJtaaai/ 


FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 


ear ** 


iSSsll*. £?iS 33S 13 




|| 








is 
is i§ 





"■■—(MnEawar BBZt 


FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 


FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
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With traffic issues taking a back seat in the election c ampaig n, John Blairfh jSnds it’s a good thne inake a purchase 



' ?h 


Sales of new cars have slowed 
right down: private buyers are 
putting off purchasing until 
they feel more confident about 
the realities of life under a 
newly elected government 
Businesses are easing up 
because the staff expansion 
that led to big sales surges 
earlier this year have also 
tended to go on hold. 

Nevertheless, life in the world 
of new cars has rarely been 
busier. New models are being 
launched weekly while updates 
of exitsing ones fill in the gaps 
between. 

Manufacturers are edging 
back into the discounting game 
and offering dealers bonuses for 
registering cars early in their 
attempts to daim market pene- 
tration positions which are 
meaningless to their customers. 
Of far greater importance to the 
car buying and driving public is 
the current debate on car usage. 

We are steadily approaching 
national gridlock as too many 
cars chase too few yards of road. 


with a total car popt 
approaching 24 millic 
have fewer than 3,000 tt 


The argument of the final few 
years of the decade is what is 
going to be done to solve this 
problem? 

In the 1960s wewere 
promised a motorway network 
of at least 6,000 miles. Today, 
with a total car population 
ion, we 
3,000 miles. 

This is one of the forgotten 
facts in the anti-car, anti-roads 
war which is waging in nearly 
every available media forum. 
Facts have been replaced by 
populist sound bites, ignorance 
and, in the case of most polit- 
ical utterances on the subject, 
crass stupidity. 

The UK, in common with 
every other western economy, 
travels by car, those 23 million- 
plus cars are driven by people 
-voters for the most part -and 
they are used for vital tasks that 
include getting to and from 
work, in the course of work and, 
equally importantly, for leisure. 
If the car and the industry that 
supports it were to disappear, 



Contract hire may be the new way to run a VauxhaK Vectra 

Your new car 
that you will 
never own 


Matin Derrick 


The UK has Europe’s most 
sophisticated and advanced 
automotive contract hire and 
leasing industry, but it has not 
been an outstanding success at 
getting its message over. 

Ask airy senior executive in 
the industry and they will tell 
you, hand on heart, that a 
finance director or fleet 
manager who has not seriously 
looked into the benefits and 
advantages of contract hire or 
leasing is simply not doing their 
job. Bor virtually every fleet, they 
will argue, there is at least one 
specialised package that will 
result in greater choice, more 
efficiency, lower cost, unproved 
security, and even improved 
employee satisfaction. 

And yet only around SO per 
cent of Britain’s businesses 
running company cars are 
currently enjoying the peace of 
mind that comes from being 
able to budget fleet costs accu- 
rately, benefiting from lower 
costs thanks to the contract hire 
industry's buying power, or 
enjoying the fruits of the 
industry’s experience and 
expertise. 

So if the business community 
is still sitting on the contract hire 
fence, is it any wonder that the 
vast majority of private car 

buyers are also still treading the 
road of bank loans and HP 
when it comes to financing 
their latest set of wheels? 

To be fair to Joe Public, he 
yi she suffers the added indig- 
nity of being unable to recover 
VAT on monthly rentals, so the 
Jost can look frighteningly steep. 
Vet there is a growing belief m 
he contract hue industry tha t 
here is a potential goldmine in 
personal contract hire of one 
on or another. Initiall y the 
xuioept is likely to spring from 
vrthin the corporate sector - 
businesses, in effect, organising 
ontract hire for employees 

have chosen to take a cash 

hernanve, or for employees not 
hgible for a company car. 

Vehicle Leasing, the 
JKs largest contract hire 
oinpany, launched a Personal 
lontract Purchase (PCP) 
sheme in January this year 
a ^ e d Lex FreeChotoe. It has set 
target of 400 can this year 
rem—* 1 J - 


•tich « to biTflS 
Ustomere. 6 

The first customer to go live 

whk * already 
as 1.SQ0 can on contract hire 
5 m . Lex and which is now 
ffenng FreeChoice to all its 
mployees. But the biggest 
,»tomer is likely to beBT 
mm is to offer all its 250/100 

■npiCiyces and pensioners Hie 
to take out their 

To avoid tax problems, Lex 


L 


spent more than £25,000 getting 
specialist advice and the scheme 
has been signed off by the 
Inland Revenue, but marketing 
director Richard Koster warns 
that there can be dangers: 
“Bringing a PCP scheme to 
the market is very complex and 
we recommend that employers 
look closely at a product before 
taking it on board. We at least 
recommend taking advice from 
your local tax office.” 

Under the scheme, 
employees pay a fixed monthly 
fee for 24 or 36 months and can 
then either make a final 
payment and keep the car, or 
else hand the car back and 
start a new contract. 

A similar scheme has been 
launched by Lease Plan UK, 
called Freedomdrive. Under it, 
private buyers can enjoy all the 
benefits of contract hire, 
including accident management, 
a replacement vehicle, mainte- 
nance and even insurance, all 
for a fixed monthly rental. 

“It’s a tax neutral option and 
it gives individuals access to our 
or gani sa t ion, infrastructure and 
buying power," said Steve 
Dunn, commercial director at 
Lease Plan. “I don’t believe that 
personal car leasing is top of 
many people's minds yet but 
increasingly human resources 
departments are asking for 
more flexible benefit packages 
- and this is where a PCP 
scheme can count. It’s an idea 
whose time is just about to 
come." 

The major motor manufac- 
turers have also recognised the 
need to offer new finance pack- 
ages to customers. For example, 
Citroen has Elect 3 and Ford 
has both Acumen personal 
leasing and Options personal 
contract purchase p lans. 

The schemes have been set 
up in preparation for a change 
in personal buying habits - if the 
British public can be persuaded 
to follow the example set by US 
buyers. There, leasing consumer 
goods has been normal activity 
for the past 30 years. Inthe XJK, 
it will take a major culture 
cha^gs for people to understand 
that they can (hive a brand new 
car every two or three years, .at 
reasonable cost but without 
ever owning the asset. 

The motor manufacturers, 
almost all of which have now set 
up personal contract purchase 
and personal contract hire 
schemes, dearly believe that 
radical change in mind-set is 
going to happen. 

But if it is proving so difficult 
to persuade those responsible 
for around half of Britain’s 
company cars that it is in their 
interests to switch to contract 
hire or leasing, it may be a very 
long time before private buyers 
here change ert masse to the 
American way of leasing. 


Britain would simply cease to 
function. 

Congestion is the sole 
problem we face. Today's car is 
dean, wellbuilt, safe and gener- 
ally reliable. The industry that 
supports our motoring habit is 
better trained and better regu- 
lated than most. 

But too many cars and insuf- 
ficient road space remain the 
great conundrum: improved, 
cheap, even free, public trans- 
port is clearly not die answer 
because trains and buses do not 
operate from where you are to 
where you want to go. You have 
to get to them, and therin lies 
their great flaw. For the 


salesman, repairman, engineer 
or parent deliveruM 
child, 


lelivering school 
. the car remains the only 
sensible, logical and efficient 
option. 

This, in turn, leads to the 
inescapable conclusion that we 
need more roads to cope' with 
the needs of the people. It's 
either that or self-denial by 
some so that the others of us can 



Taken for a ride? Vital problems of congestion remain untadded by the two main parties 


ride. Who is willing to take the 
first step? 

As the election looms, this 
issue - which affects the vast 
majority of UK ritizens — remains 
untadded and unanswered. 

The issues encompass prac- 


tical policies and costs and 
□either of the two main 
contenders have statements of 
consequence to make on either. 
It is left to the hopefuls in the 
Green and Liberal Democrat 
parties to get off the fence. 


The Labour manifesto 
devotes five paragraphs to road 
transport and cites an “inte- 
grated transportpolicy" as one 
of its pledges. This is neither 
defined nor explained and. the 
only specific is that there mil be 


a strategic review of road- 
bufiding requirements. - 

'The Conservative manifesto. 

equally short on the subject, fays 
thar the party encourage the 

manufacture of more fuel-effi- 
dent cars and will aim to reduce 
road congestion by reducing the 
anrent 33 police control centres 
with five regional control centres 
instead. 

In other words, nothing new. 
nnthmg radical and nothing to 
sort oat the problems. 

In contrast the Liberal 
Democrats plan to add 4p per 
. litre in fuel tax and bit 1.6-litre 
and over cars with road tax of 
£145 while those, with smaller 
engines will pay just £10. The 
party, also plans to introduce 
road pricing in congested areas 
(which may, of course, move the 


le Green Party plans to 
introduce much higher fuel 
taxation to encourage what it 
calls “mileage-consciousness" 

am p n g drivers. It is also in 
favour of 20mph speed fimils in 


some ci* 

national 55mphf>P c . the 
tion- Bui. No |0 tm 

riseahead ofTnflalion for 

off with cajgcrno*- 1 1 n [^b 
discounts, finance d 
trade-in deals. The bar*, 
all from the km* 
medhun sector of ^ * 

the upper end, where ■. 

holdscourt with Jaguar. 

Sab and Vohoh:Lsscen 

growth this year but no on<- 
expects this trend to *•»*• . 

cheerful. Repairs, u seems. 
always be with us. 
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Driver’s airbag 
is standard on every Fiesta 
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People carriers get 

a shrinking feeling 


Martin Derrick 


A couple of years ago, if you 
wanted an MPV - or multi- 
purpose vehicle - you chose a 
Renault Espace. Renault didn 't 
exactly invent the concent of the 
people carrier- though it likes 
to let people think it did.' That 
honour probably goes to Hat, 
whose Multipla model of the 
1960s showed how six adults 
coaid be seated in a 
vehicle by the simple expedient 
of raising the roof and fitting 
three rows of seats. 

Renault’s breakthrough with 
the original Espace was to pro- 
vide those same three rows of 
seats but ur a vehicle that 
offered a heady combination of 
style, comfort and safety fea- 
tures. It also promised fiesbifity 
of use, with seven seats able to 
be removed or refitted at will, 
folded down to make tables, and 
even swivelled around to face 
each other. Demand was im- 


TnerKprp an A ctr rmg .- rfrsprfi- 

fact that with seven seats fitted, 
there was virtually no ltypape 
space whatsoever - and a new 
market niche, the MPV sector, 
had been created. 

Though Toyota, Nissan and 
Mitsubishi got imo the MPV act 
quite quickly, the European 
manufacturers adopted a 
watching brief for some years 
and then aU together dedded in 
the early 1990s that MPVs were 
an essential element in then- 
model line-ups. In 1995 the 
jointly developed Ford Galaxy, 
VbZkswagen Sbaran and Seat 
Alhambra were launched - 
identical vehicles with different 

namat The Same year, annthftr 
joint venture saw the Peugeot 
806, Citro5n Synergje, Fiat 
Ulysse and LanoaZ launched 
- again, identical- vehicles - 
though the Lam-ia was never 
marketed in the UK. 

Even then, there was - no. 
slowing up in the breathless 


pace of new MPV launches: the 
Mercedes-Benz V-Qass and 
Honda Shuttle joined the fray 
in 1996 and in the past few 
months an all-new Renault 
Espace, the American Chrysler 
Voyager, the American-built 
Vauxhall Sintra, the smaller 
Toyota Picnic, smaller still 
Renault Scenic and smallest of 
all Daihatsu Move and Snxpki 
Wagon R+ have all been 
revealed. 

Is there really a need - or 
indeed a demand -for aU these 
new MPVs? Richard Mackay, 
managing director of Chrysler 
Jeep UK, is adamant that there 
is still zoom, for new players, 
and, he aigp^ especially for the 
Voyager. Since its original 
launch in the USA m 1983, over 
six million Chrysler Voyagers 
have been- sold around the 
globe. “Yes, there are plenty of 
competitors to choose from, but 
just now many can daim to be 
the world’s first proper MPV? 


Just how many can claim to be 
the world’s best-selling MPV? 
And just how many can lay 
ri«rm to that magic ingredient: 
the Vayaeer heritage?" he asks. 

The Voyager - and more 
particularly the long wheelbase 
Grand \foyagCT - are very big 
vehicles, offering more than 
just seven seats: they have loads 
of luggage space too. In this 
respect, the \byagers are among 
the more prazmcal MPVs on 
offer. But not everyone needs 
acres of space and some manu- 
facturers axe beginning to 
develop what at first sounds 
something of a contradiction in 
terms - smaller MPVs. 

Tbyota’s Picnic, for example, 
offers comfort and space for ax 
plus their luggage in a compact 
package thatis neat, simple to 
manoeuvre and easy to park. 
And Renault has taken the 
idea a step further with the 
Scenic, designed to seat five 
adults in the sort of comfort and 



Space age: there Is room for six people and their l ugg a g e In the neat, easy to manoeuvre Toyota Picnic 

style that a traditional saloon or the rather larger Grand Move demand arc immutable. In the market. So when all the MPVs 
estate cannot match. has more conventional styling year following the Galaxy being registered now' come back 

Bui the Japanese have taken and may well prove more launch. Ford alone registered on to the used car market in two 
downsizing to, perhaps, successful in European markets, more MPVs than all the other or three years' lime we will face 
extremes math both Daihatsu The manufacturers clearly manufacturers pul together had the age-old problem of supply 
and Suzuki announcing micro- believe that demand for MPVs in the previous 12 months. At outstripping demand - and that 
MPVs, bizarre-looking bcses on is both elastic and growing, but the same time, a whole host of means values win falL" 
wheels that seat five or six in a the fleet sector, ever-miodhil of other manufacturers launched Hie question for the future 
vehicle the length of a Metro or whole-life costs, might listen to their own all-new MPVs. is no longer simply do you need 

Fiesta. Suztikfs Wagon R+ is Amie Fenn, editor in chief of “So far there are no indica- all that extra space that an 
developed from the Japanese the motor trade's “bible” of tions that the used MPV MPV offers? Potential buyers 
Wagon R. It looks very similar used car values. Glass’s Guide, marketplace is growing at the must also ask themselves 
to Daihatsu’s Move, although “The laws of supply and same pace as the new car whether they can afford it. 


And our cost of ownership figures 
are as safe as our cars. 


Challenge to 
the company 
favourites 
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Fiesta 1.3i Encore 3 dr 

8,440 

4,070 

4,120 

1,760 

1,220 

900 

12,070 

20.1 

Corsa 1.2i Merit 3 dr 

8,195 

4,100 

4,052 

1,710 

1,335 

855 

12,052 

20.1 

Renault Clio 1 .2 RL 3 dr 

8,240 

4,560 

3,817 

1,735 

1,335 

855 

12,302 

20.5 

Citroen Saxo 1 .1 i SX 3 dr 

8,765 

4,680 

3,717 

1,874 

1,330 

1,065 

12,666 

21.1 

VW Polo 1.0L3dr 

7,990 

4,490 

3,570 

1,798 

1,285 

900 

12,043 

20.1 










Fiesta 1.25i LX 16V 5 dr . 

10,395 

5,120 

4,120 

2,165 

1,115 

1,065 

13,585 

22.6 

Corsa 1.4r LS 5 dr 

9,890 

5,050 

4,476 

2,059 

1,375 

900 

13,860 

23.1 

Citroen Saxo 1 .4i SX 5 dr 

9,810 

5,220 

4,052 

2,097 

1,420 

1,245 

14,034 

23.4 

VW Polo 1.4 CL 5 dr 

10,520 

6,370 

3,886 

2,367 

1,425 

1,065 

15,113 

25.2 

Peugeot 106 XR 1.4 5 dr 

10,915 

6,050 

4,062 

2,295 

1,475 

1,335 

15,217 

25.4 










Fiesta 1.8D LX 5 dr 

10,665 

5,570 

3,810 

2,221 

1,410 

1,065 

14,076 

23.5 

Renault Clio 1 .9D Club Med 

10,320 

5,620 

3,868 

2,232 

1,560 

1,065 

14,345 

23.9 

Peugeot 1 06 XRD 1 .5 5 dr 

10,915 

6,100 

3,010 

2,295 

1,515 

1,245 

14,165 

23.6 

VW Polo 1.9D CL 5 dr 

10,795 

6,350 

3,585 

2,430 

1,605 

1,065 

15,035 

25.1 

Citroen Saxo 1 .5D VSX 5 dr 

10,485 

5,560 

3,310 

2,241 

1,565 

1,245 

13,921 

23.2 










Fiesta 1.4i Si 16V 3 dr 

11,385 

5,930 

4,476 

2,369 

1,185 

1,335 

15,295 

25.5 

Corsa 1.41 Sport 16V 3 dr 

11,465 

6,050 

4,476 

2,385 

1,435 

1,245 

15,591 

26.0 

VW Polo 1.4 16V 3 dr 

12,26§ 

7,520 

4,201 

2,761 

1,620 

1,650 

17,752 

29.6 

Flat Punto 1 .6 Sporting 3 dr 

10,671 

5,690 

4,886 

2,282 

1,635 

1,335 

15,828 

26.4 










Fiesta 1.25i Ghia 16V5 dr 

11,705 

6,020 

4,120 

2,435 

1,115 

1,245 

14,935 

24.9 

Corsa 1 .4i GLS 1 6V 5 dr 

11,645 

6,270 

4,476 

2,423 

1,400 

1,245 

15,814 

26.4 

Renault Clio 1.4i RT 5 dr 

11,215 

6,510 

4,296 

2,421 

1,405 

1,065 

15,697 

26.2 

VW Polo 1.6 GL5 dr 

'11,755. 

7,210 

4,737 

2,646 

1,565 

1,335 

17,493 

29.2 










Fiesta 1.4i Ghia X 16V 5 dr 

12,955 

6,780 

4,476 

2,696 

1,175 

1,335 

16,462 

27.4 

Corsa 1.41 CDX16V5dr 

12,720 

6,810 

4,536 

2,646 

1,400 

1,245 

16,637 

27.7 

Renault Clio 1 .8 RSi 3 dr 

12,840 

6,850 

4,971 

2,723 

1,705 

1,800 

18,049 

30.1 

VW Polo 1.4 16V 5 dr . 

12,730 

7,780 

4,201 

2,864 

1,620 

1,650 

18,115 

30.2 


3 years, 60,000 Miles 

- TD , ,- T PR, CP is the recommended list price with delivery and road tax. DEPRECIATION is the difference between the projected 
I nrf invoice cost after allowing for any dealer/fleet discount. FUEL costs worked out using £2.85/gallon for unleaded and 
Sd!, 11L Hiesel tooether with the EC 93/116 combined fuel consumption figure (where available); otherwise a weighted average 
E 2 . 94 /gal onfor d , FINANCE a notional flat interest charge of 22.5% over 3 years, applied to the invoice price. 

SMRUikelv oost'of routine servicing, tyre replacements, brake pads/linings, VAT, RAC or equivalent cover, and renewal of road tax. 
fNSURANCE My cost of 3 years premiums using ABI Groupings. TOTAL and PPM total cost over 3 years and cost per mile in pence. 

Source: Emmerson Hill Associates 
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For more Information call the Ford Business Centre on 0345 23 23 23 

www.ford.co.uk 



Russell Hayes 


The heartland of fleet car sales 
belongs to two cars and two 
manufacturers. The Ford 
Mondeo and Vhuxhall Vectra 
are sitting pretty, but if allowed 
a choice the company car driver 
isn't starved of alternatives. 

The most recent challenge 
has been quite unexpected. The 
Volkswagen Passat had hitherto 
passed the fleet market by but 
the latest model, on sale since 
March, is creating a lot of 
excitement. Fora start its good 
looking: the rounded roof apes 
the new Beetle concept car 
and imparts plenty of head- 
room. Initial quality seems 
Mercedes-Kke and VW basks in 
the reflected glory of Audi as the 
Passat shares the floorpan of the 
A4. By taking a sharp knife to 
the options list, Volkswagen 
no longer charges a premium 
for a well-equipped car. Prices 
start at £13,995 on the road for 
the 1.6E but even with lOObhp 
many driven* will find this 
engine too weedy. 

The fleet favourite mhh 

is destined to be 
the £15,110 1.8S. 

That’s if people 
can get hold of it. 

The Passat has 
been beset by 
production hold- 
ups while 
Germany fine- 
tuned right-hand 
drive build quality. 

Delivery times are 
still over two. 
months. 

The Peugeot 
406. which is 

getting into its first 

full year of sales, is 
great to drive, 
elegantly styled and roomier 
than roost. Its turbo diesel is still 
class-leading and the new V6 a 
treat. An estate variant and the 
fabulous new 406 coupe can 
only boost sales but the sales 
rush hasn’t happened yet. 

Peter Jacob is operations 
development manager of GE 
Capita] Fleet Services. His 
company sources 72,000 cars a 
year but he is surprised not to 
see the 406 higher up his list for 
1996. “We don’t penalise it in 
teems of running costs against 
its peer group and the people 
who run them here like them. 
The public marketing seems to 
be very good but there seems to 
be a hangover problem with 
fleets. Fleet marketing has to be 
amazingly perceptive and 
proactive.” 

It reinforces the conservatism 
of a market which Nissan has 
also been trying to upset with 

the new Primera. The car really 
is very good to drive and well 
screwed together but burdened 
with an exterior so bland it says 
nothing at alL “We can put 
people in a Nissan or a Honda 
or whatever and it’s very rare to 
get adverse feedback, but in the 
end they go back to the bog- 
standard fleet cars." says Jacob. 

Tom Stephenson, general 
manager of Leasecontracts, 
agrees. His 13,000-strong fleet 
goes mostly to city firms and 
financial services. “The Nissan 
Primera GT is getting some 
enquiries,'' he says, “but there 
is still a snob value there. Ford 
gives comfort and a well-known 
name. Some drivers are more 
comfortable with saying they 
drive a Mondco or Vectra.” 

Of course some have their 
hands tied on choice. Fleet 
managers can appear to offer a 
wide choice of types of car with 
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the economics of one brand by 
going for the big names. 

Vauxhall and Ford are 
branching into every niche 
market they can think of. The 
same can be said of Toyota, but 
there are still companies with 
anti-Japanese car policies. This 
is irrational, not only because 
the likes of Toyota, Honda and 
Nissan are better value and 
faultlessly reliable, but because 
the Quina. Accord and Primera 
are British-built. 

Brand new from Japan comes 
the Mitsubishi Galant: distinc- 
tive looking for the first time. It 
used to be a private buyer's ** 
favourite because imports were 
restricted but in 2000 the m _ 
gentleman's agreement (a polite ^ - 
name for trade restriction) a 
limiting Japanese imports to the . cr _ 

UK ends, so UK importer Coll 
UK is looking at fleet sales. The 
Galant comes as a saloon or ■£ 
estate with 2.0- or 2 .5-litrc 
petrol power but no diesel. 

Starting from £173210 on road, wg* 
it nudges the prestige sector but 
Mitsubishi is 
mmmm claiming “whole 
life” costs are 
among the best in * 
class - a claim ; jpw 
supported by 
several leasing aa?zi, 
companies. 

The babyeris-31 
brother of the 1 
Galant, the unfor- isSS** 
innately named 

_ _ , Carisma’ is quota- • xr. iw 

they drive a 

_ Holland, and didufcnanuw 

Mondeo or good business last 

year. Starting from w m- 
£1{,S90, it is good 

value. Its sisterdwiMia 

cars, the Voh-oS40^^ 
and V40 saloon 
and estate, have been pitched 
into BMW price territory but a , a boimj > 
new £14,670, 1.6 S40 saloon isj^;°i 
launched this month. 

The Korean Hyundai Lantra£ 
is a minnow in the company car u 
pond but worth a look. The 1 16 *’ ' 
smartly styled saloon lacks inte- 
rior space but has just had thounn title 
137bnp. 2.0-Iitre engine from^ 00 ^ 1 
the coup£ put under its bonnet. .Sffisa. 
At £13,499 the 2.0 GSi salooihrop-seed. 
undercuts the Mondeo 2.0 LX «o<w. nee 
by more than £1,000. 

So what of the old fovourites'^tte ATP t 
The Ford Mondeo was lasiDub&iecip 
year’s best-selling fleet car amoj ast : 

continues so for this year. 
thorough revamp last vear gaw^f 
it a more aggressive front axumes: ip s? 


6 Some 
drivers 
are more 
comfortable 
with saying 


Vectra? 


rear end. safety was improvet?SSS5«'.B 
and its already impressive ridta.ras-. * < & v 
and hand ling tweaked “It offei^^U. j.i' 
a rational and an emotions 'i 
choice," says Nick Thetnisto^v^; 1 . 6 : 3 . 
cleous, fleet marketing managn® 1 1 j) 
“It has good security, comforJ^Ksa str- 
and practicality but it hasgoo^ 
looks and road presence.” iusl 

Meanwhile over at Vauxhawwie: vcw <s 
the ‘Sfectra has also received a cw 

few handling tweaks to counted: ¥ 
criticisms of a stodgy ride evep 1 * ► 
though it was only launched 
1995. An estate joined the lim^^^reuo 
up last autumn but MmxhaU font £3. j 

played the trump card on equiffigj^ .ce- 
ment, adding the Uafficmasu iaus. ■ 
Oracle system to most Vectra^^ws 0 
This gives an audible warniriAiam < m«i kl « 
of motorway jams several jun^, oreN ■ 

lions before you hit them araoMMTataaic; 1 
is proving a big hit with Ujfg“ F J SS 
drivers. Vauxnall has alsp . v 
recently launched the Phfli] 

Carin in-car navigation systei 
on the Vbctra and Omega. F 01 
and Volkswagen are poised ft 
the autumn. In-car navigatii 
looks setto be to the 1990s wh 
the sunroof was to the 19SC 
only a lot more useful. 
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Subaru thrives on rally pedigree Survey may 


Martin Derrick 

Colin McRae, who won the 
1996 World Rally 
Championship in his Subaru 
Impreza, is not the only fan of 
the Japanese marque. Its British 
customers also recently showed 
their enthusiasm for one of 
Japan’s smaller car makers by 
voting it up to the very top of 
this year's JD Power Customer 
Satisfaction Survey. 

The survey put Subaru first 
of the 33 car makers surveyed, 
edging Honda and Kia into 
joint second place, with Daewoo 
fourth and Skoda best-placed 
European car maker in fifth. 

According to Dave Sargent, 
director of European operations 
for JD Power and Associates: 
"Subaru owners report fewer 
problems than any others when 
they first take delivery of their 
vehicle. Dealers are excellent at 
resolving problems which do 
occur and they treat their 
customers well when they come 
in for service or repair. Subaru 
wins thanks to outstanding 
quality and excellent dealer 
service.” 

In the survey, Subaru scored 
consistently high marks 
throughout ail the major 
criteria, such as customer care, 
warranty work and vehicle 
performance. And it earned 
the highest score among all 
manufacturers for “problem 
incidence and resolution”. 

Ed Swat man. managing 
director of Subaru (UK), 
commented: “We are delighted 
that Subaru and its dealers 
have been officially and inde- 
pendently recognised for giving 
customers what they value most 

"This award is as much a 
commendation for the Subaru 
technician who services the car 
as it is for the dealer principal 


who sets out his customer care 
guidelines. U also proves that 
reliable care need not be dulL 
Just ask any Impreza Turbo 
owner." 

Finding an Impreza Turbo 
owner to ask may be a problem, 
however. Subaru, despite having 
been imported into the UK for 
20 years by International 
Motors Group - which also 
imports Isuzu and SsangYong - 
still sold only around 3,600 cars 
last year despite boosting sales 
by 25'per cenL This year its 
target is 8,000 and it hopes to 
reach 10,000 by the year 2000. 

Subaru is one of a number of 
Japanese makes which for years 
has been severely restricted in 
the number of care it could sell 
in Britain because of the 
iniquitous quota system. 

But despite only being able to 
import a small number of cars, 
Subaru carved itself an early 
niche in rugged and reliable 
four-wheel drive vehicles. Those 
1980s Justy hatchbacks and 
Legacy Estates may have lacked 
the style and poise of an Audi 
Quattro or Range Rover - the 
main 4x4 competitors - but the 
Subarus were inexpensive and, 
above all, thrived on hard mirk, 
often in poor conditions. Subaru 
earned for itself a loyal following 
among farmers, vets and rural 
doctors, for whom mobility and 
reliability ranked higher than 
image and street cred. 

In recent years, however, 
Subaru has broadened its range 
to attract a wider following. Its 
UK line-up now starts with the 
Hungarian-built 1 3-litre Justy, 
stOl the only 4x4 supermini on 
the market. The largest seller is 
the mid-range Impreza, 
recently facelifted and given a 
power boost. All have full-lime 
four-wheel drive and 2.0-litre 
engines, with the flagship Turbo 



The JD Power Survey has some 
important messages for motor 
manufacturers but it isby no 
means the last word in refia- 
bflity itself; writes Martin Derrick. 
Its massively influential coun- 
terpart, JP Pow e r Snrvey in the 
USA, t h i n ks to the Freedom of 
Information Act, is based on Ear 
more raw data and so can 
quantity' initial quality; car 
appeal, used- car quality and 
customer satisfaction. 

The British survey, by 
contrast, is neither random 
nor disinterested In that it 


Customers’ favourite: Subarus like the Impreza Turbo are top of the list for satisfying buyers 


2000 boasting 208bhp - enough 
for a top speed of 143mph and 
acceleration from 0 to 62mph 
in a blistering 6.4 seconds. This 
is the road-going version of 
the car in which Subaru won the 
World Rally Championship the 
last two years, and so popular 
is it that waiting lists now extend 
to August. 

At the top of the Subaru line- 
up comes the Legacy range of 
executive saloons and estates - 
again, all with four-wheel drive. 


Most interesting is the Legacy 
Outback Estate, described as 
the world’s first sport utility 
estate, a sort of cross between 
a conventional estate car and an 
out-and-out off-road vehicle. 
Essentially, it’s a standard 
Legacy Estate but with raised 
and beefed-up suspension. 
Though in the USA 60 per 
cent of all Subaru sales are now 
Outback Estates, Swatman is 
rather more modest in his esti- 
mates of potential UK demand: 


“We expect to sell several 
hundred this year, but we are 
now entering uncharted terri- 
tory and as such could spark off 
a whole new market. This is a 
great opportunity for us.” 

He is also confident that 
Subaru 's recent rally successes 
can only augur well for the 
future. “It has proven an excel- 
lent technological showcase for 
Subaru. Not only has it allowed 
us to demonstrate the reliability 
and durability of our all-wheel 


drive system but it has 
graphically highlighted the 
active safety benefits of AWD. 
All in all, the World Rally 
Championship has done 
wonders for the marque.” 

But one thing wfl] not change, 
he promises. Subaru will 
continue to sell through small 
family dealerships where 
customers will stfll enjoy a level 
of personal , service that larger 
volume fran chis es simply cannot 

offer. 


readers and viewers of BBC Tbp 
Gear. Thus, while JD Power can 
poll every new car buyer in the 
USA, in Britain it can only poQ 
those who contact the organi- 
sation- under 17,000 this year 
- and this could result in an 
over-emphasis on people who 
may have experienced problems 

with their cars (in other words, 
wtringers) and the sort of people 
who fin in forms in magazines. 
In this respect, JD Power in the 
UK operates in a similar 
fashion to the Consumers 
Association - an organisation 
that has incurred the wrath of 
the motor industry for drawing 
conclusions bom unrepresen- 
tative and usually absurdly 
Small (Le. *dq ricf «-alty mri gnif - 
fcant) samples. 

Although JD Power attempts 
to study a number of aspects of 
customer satirihdion, by for die 
most accurate survey of car reli- 
ability published to date conies 
from . Lex Vehicle Leasing, 


Britain's largest contract hire 
company with over 70,000 cars 
on its books. It found that the 
most reliable cars come from 
Mitsubishi,. BMW Mercedes- 
Benz, Honda and Fiat in that 
order. Bottom of the pfle came 
Rover; Vauxhall, Citroen, Saab 
and Ford. 

The value of its survey, m 
-comparison to any other, is 
that it is based on actual expe- 
rience, documented over 
(usually) three or four years 
and with an average of 60,000 
miles per car 

But the organisations with 
the most information at all - the 
AA and the RA®, each with 
millions of members - both 
refuse to release any data. 
When pressed, they argue that 
their Job is to get cars going at 
the roadside and that statistics 
would be tainted by break- 
downs that were the driver's 
fault rather than the manufac- 
turer’s. Poor maintenance, 
battery problems and even 
running out of Gael could all 
adversely reflect on the make of 
ear. . 

However; incidents such as 
these could easily be filtered 
from statistics. The truth is that 
most manufacturers now offer 
a year’s five membership of the 
AA or RAC to new car buyers. 
That represents an enormous 
amount of business for the 
breakdown companies who are 
not about to jeopardise their 
incomes for the sake of letting 
the co sterner view the true 
picture... 


The new Volvo C70’s appearance on the silver screen heralds a revival in the fortunes of glamorous models, writes Russell Hayes 


Coupe set for 
a superhero’s 
comeback 


When a car maker says never 
again it means nothing of the 
sort. There is no concept that 
cannot be revived and this 
summer sees a resurgence in 
glamorous coupes from some 
humdrum names. 

The last swoopy Volvo was 
Roger Moore’s P180G in The 
Sai/u. Now said superhero has 
returned in the shape of Val 
Kilmer, driving the new Volvo 
C70, which has had far better 
reviews than the film. Driven by 
a 2.3-litre, five-cylinder turbo 
engine, it crowns the company's 
turnaround from housebrick 
shapes. At around. £35 DW when 
il goes on sale in September* the 
C70 will be unattainable for 
mosL especially as only 200 
will be imported this year land 
about 50 have already been 
sold purely on the strength of 
press reports). However, a less 
gadget-laden sub-£50.000 ear is 
on the cards. 

Volvo is aiming straight at 
BMW and Mercedes but 
neither will be caught napping. 
BMW’s* 3-Serics Coupe 
continues as the No I best 
seller despite its conservative 
lines and Mercedes continues to 
surprise with the CLK, a four- 
seat. 3 J-litre. V6 coupe on sale 
tn June. Its radical four-bead- 
amp style - borrowed from the 
E-Class - is miles away from the 
Kdate E-Class coupe it replaces. 
Jased on the C-Class. the CLK 
s slightly smaller than the Volvo 
770 but stuffed with technology 


and cheaper at £25,000 to 
£35,000. 

One price-rung down but 
possibly the best;lookmg of the 
lot is Peugeot's new 406 Coupe, 
it is blessed with a shape from 
Italian stylist Pininfarina, which 
also pens Fcrraris. Peugeot UK 
has announced prices if you’d 
care to place orders, but there 
arc no ctemonslraior cars avail- 
able yet. Choose from the 2.0- 
litre, 135bhp, four-cylinder or 
the new, super smooth 194bhp, 
3.0-Iitre, V6. Prices start at 
£20,120 and stop at £26,420, 
ready for the road. 

Chris Birch, purchasing 
manager of leasing company 
PHH Vehicle Management 
Services, reckons the 406 is 
ready to take on the mantle of 
the much-loved Vauxhall 
Calibra. which ceases produc- 
tion this summer. He only 
bought 400 coupes out of 22,000 
cars last year but 250 were 
Calibres. Some company drivers 
like coupes just for posing, he 
says, but some buy them for 
safety reasons. “If you've got a 
young executive with kids they 
can't get out of the back of a 
coupe. There arc no locks or 
doors to play with.” 

Coupes are all about looks 
and short shelf-lives. But if the 
European designers have redis- 
covered flair, the Japanese are 
generally held to have got the 
wind up. The last Honda 
Prelude had some intriguing 
curvy lines but the new car 


reverts to a rather boxy look. 
However, the benefits are more 
room for rear passengers and a 
bigger boot. Technology is stfll 
advanced, with Honda's V-Tec 
engine that loves to be revved. 
On-road prices are £18,795 for 
the 2.0i and £22,295 for the 2.2 
VTi 

The only drivers who are 
not bowled over by the latest 20- 
valve bubble-eyed Fiat Coupe 
are those who bought the 
equally beautiful 1995 four- 
cylinder, two-litre car. Last year 
Rat ditched that engine for a 
magnificent, burbling five- 
cylinder without or with turbo 
at £19,345 and £21,720 respec- 
tively on the road. It drips 
Italian style, with a strip of 
body-coloured metal running 
across the dash and brushed 
chrome petrol cap. If looks are 
open to debate, most drivers' 
hearts arc melted by the Alfa 
Romeo GTV Coupe, a stunner 
with room for two plus tooth- 
brush and Armani dinner jacket, 
£21,351 on the road. 

The choice is still pretty 
exciting below £20,000, where 
coupes are taking over from hot 
hatches as style statements. 
However, before you cast aside 
your worthy rep-mobile check 
whether your company will 
tolerate a two-door car. Plenty 
still put them on the banned list 
for insurance or image reasons. 
Running costs can also be high 
because fashion-led, mass- 
market coupes have frightening 



Smooth operator: only 200 Volvo C70s, the model which features In ‘The Saint*, will be imported this year. The car goes on sale in September 


depreciation. In the latest 
company car policy survey by 
remuneration advisers Monks 
Partnership, 70 per cent of 
large companies wouldn't have 
cabrios or two-door cars. 

The sample was 165 big 
names like Argos and Midland 
Bank, "ft used to be four-door 
saloons only, so that you could 
take clients around without 
them having to clamber into the 
back seat,” says consultant 


David Atkins. “But limes are 
moving era, with people driving 
around on Lheir own. However, 
image is still crucial. A two-door 
is fine at the sexier end of the 
advertising industry but not in 
heavy engineering." 

No coupe is a beast of burden 
but some are more versatile 
than others. Over a three-year 
contract you may well get very 
hacked off with a boot opening 
the size of a letter-box; and 


how will it fare on long-distance 
holidays? Most coup€s have 
conventional and oddly shaped 
boots even though the rear 
seats may fold. 

Enter the Hyundai Coupl, 
with hatchback and a lot to 
recommend it Where Japan has 
lost its nerve this curvy Korean 
upstart has a full order book. At 
£15,599 and £16,999 all in, the 
two-litre pair offer sound 
quality, good looks and bags of 


equipment. The only snag is a 
small dealer network. 

The L6-litre Renault Megaae 
Coup£ starts at a reasonable 
£12,640 on the road and 
Vhuxhall's smaller but more 
dramatic Tigra is £12/195 deliv- 
ered. The success of both cars 
has prompted Ford into this 
market for the first time with the 
Fiesta-based 1.7-litre Puma. 
Unveiled earlier this year, but 
on sale in July at around 


£15,000, it should be a great 
drive. “It's a well-engineered 
car, not simply a styling exer- 
cise,” said a spokesman, having 
a swipe at the Tigra, which is 
based on the less agile Corsa. 

But even Ford can get it 
wrong in the fickle coupd market, 
The unloved Probe goes out of 
production in June after only 
three years but the rumoured 
replacement, the Cougar, is said 
to more than make up for it. 


The classless Ford 
is a chic choice 


ohn Blauth 

Tie Ford Ka - pronounce it 
ow you will, insiders favour 
Kay-A" - is Ford's response to 
lose who feel that, as a maker. 
. knows nothing of chic, of 
idkal design or of leading-edge 
u lom olive fashion. 

Sales of the round-rumped 
ir currently stand at around 
,7W) per month and are rising 
k more and more buyers come 
j appreciate the cheeky style 
iid the first-class dynamics. 
Thu Ka is based on its Fiesta 
filing but offers more interior 
jum in a smaller package. Its 
mine is a sprightly 13-Ktrc and 
ifuel economy hovers around 
c 45mpg mark in a mixture of 
wn and country driving; Inside 
ere is easily room for two big 
hilts (or four medium to small 


ones) and the bool is ideal for 
the son of urban trips the car 
excels at. The moulded compos- 
ites facia is startling and bril- 
liantly designed. 

Ka represents something 
truly new in the market: a car 
without pretensions, that is 
classless. It is the first of a new 
genre which will soon include 
the Merccdes/S watch Smart 
car and the BMW/Rover- 
i aspired new Mini 

Ford's initial plans were to 
sell 200.000 per year in conti- 
nental Europe and 30.000 in 
Britain. In its first year the Ka 
will fall short of its targets, hit 
tw the same public resistance 
that the Sierra suffered after it 
was first launched. 

At prices that start below 
£8 JJUU though, the Ka is unlikely 
to languish long in the doldrums. 



We can’t get enough of Audi 


Fashion statement: the Ka is set to confound the sceptics 


Martin Derrick 

Audi in Britain has a problem. 
Over the past three years its 
sales have increased by over 33 
per cent with the result that the 
UK is now the German mar- 
que's largest export market bar 
. none. Demand is so great that 
customers ordering the Golf- 
sized (and new Golf-based) 
Audi A3, introduced in October 
last year, arc being told by 
dealers that they will have to 
wait until September for 
delrvciy. 

And now Audi has launched 
the all-new A6 series to compete 
directly with the BMW 5-Series 
and Mercedes-Benz E-class - 
and all the indications are that 
this will boost demand for the 
brand even further. 

In one sense, this excess of 
demand over supply is the soit 
of problem that many motor 


industry executives would give 
their right arms to have to put 
up with. But Leu Hunt, Audi 
UK’s managing director, is 
genuinely concerned that cus- 
tomers might be asked to wait 
too long. He is constantly bad- 
gering Audi in Germany to al- 
locate more cars to the UK-but 
he knows that many of his 
counterparts in other markets 
where Audi is also doing well 
are sending exactly the same 
pleas totfte foctoiy arlngpjstadL 
. What does not surprise him 
is that Audi is now the fastest- 
growing prestige marque in 
Britain. The brand got a huge 
boost, of course, when Princess 
Diana chose an Audi Cabriolet 
as her evereday transport It has 
enjoyed a further boost from die 
new product ranges that have 
been launched in the necempast - 
.-.from, the all-aluminium,, 
hi-tech* AS, through the revised 


A4 range, the new, smaller 
hatchback A3 range, and now 
the executive segment car, the 
A6. 

“We laid down a five-year 
strategy three years ago to be- 
come a major player in the pres- 
tige car market with ho less than 
2 per * cent of the total UK 
market," said Mr Hunt. “Last 
year we registered over 30,000 
units, a record which took our 
market share to 1.5 per cent. 
This is a 'testament to the 
growing strength of the brand. 

“But the. strategy is not 
purely performance-based. It 
also incorporates our continued 
development as a brand as a 
whole - as a.pipstige marque,' 
rather than another range of 
. cars sold by Volkswagen 
dealers." . 

Separate Audi Centres are 
now. befog developed: “The 
whole concept is! to deliver a 


unique experience. One which 
is enjoyable, hassle-free and 
mirrors the quality of our 
product,'* said Mr Hunt. 

In addition, the brand is 
being repositioned to boost the 
appeal and desirability of Audi 
cars. In the near future. Audi 
plans to launch new sports and 
high-performance models m 
keep on buflding the exdtem eQt 
of the brand. 

For now, the A6 is expected 
to account for around 7,500 
a year once the Avant es1* e 
roodelrams the saloon early 

ye^gfewerthanBM^ 

1L000 5-Senes sales last vea r 
and Mercedes-Benz’s 133tiOF 
sales- But it’s enough in 
make Audi Germany-sX" 
major player in the erea/th^^ 
market, which wfllmake 
foresting fo r jaguar w W ^ 
!auncbes its midSzecar feta V 
market next year. ***« 












Godolphin 
team in 
flying form 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

An auric glow - the sort of lu- 
minosity associated with the 
opening of a treasure chest - 
came to a cargo bay of Luton 
airport at 9am yesterday as one 
fright aircraft opened its doors. 

Only the occupants of the 
Queen's FHght get better service 
than die inhabitants of a Godol- 
phin carrier which landed yes- 
terday with 16 of the most 
valuable thoroughbreds in 
training in its belly. The hors- 
es that have been pampered in 
the warmth of the Gulf this win- 
ter may have realised (hat pay- 
back time was dose as they 
emerged to a cool, grey and 
blowy Bedfordshire morning. 

Godolphin have not as much 
been dean mg up as disinfecting 
in Britain's best races over the 
last three years, and within a 
week we will know if the pattern 
is to be continued. HaJlarra 
(Lamm tana's half-brother) and 
Tulipa are expected to lead off 
at Newmarket on Friday, while 
the weekend sees the boys In 
blue with sound prospects of tak- 
ing both Guineas. “Everything 
arrived safety,” Simon Cnsford. 
Godolphin 's racing manager, 
said yesterday. "They are all now 
at Newmarket [at the Moulton 
Paddocks stables of their train- 
er, Saeed bin Suroorj. 

“We haven't finalised plans 
for the Guineas meeting as we 
will need to see how the hors- 
es are over the next 48 hours, 
but Shamikh is an intended run- 
ner in the 2,000. with Frankie 
Dettori riding, while Bahamian 
Bounty will probably wait for 
the French Guineas. Frankie 
will ride Moonlight Paradise in 
the LOGO with Thierry Jamet on 
Ocean Ridge [who is reported 
to have been working particu- 
larly well in the Emirates]." 

Bahamian Bounty was nev- 
ertheless left in the 2,000 
Guineas at yesterdays forfeit 
stage, with Tycoon Tbdd making 

ASCOT 

UfeOUMPIAN, not disgraced in 
being beaten just over four lengths 
into fourth behind Txainglot in a 
Grade Two contest over 3m here re- 
cently, has less to do on this occa- 
sion. Meditator looks the danger. 

CCD 

6.OT: MISTER ODDY, who re- 
lumed to form when eight lengths 
second to Manyman at Ayr last 
time, can go one better. Bertoae 
may pose most problems. 


Godolphin three-handed in the 
Classic. As expected, David 
Loder's IntEscreet, who has had 
his troubles this spring, will 
miss the race. Even so, 23 were 
declared yesterday for a race 
which has attracted more than 
16 runners only once in die last 
14 years. Good ground has been 
forecasted for the meeting. 

Mark Tompkins’s finger has 
not had to travel too far down 
the jockeys' directory following 
Pat Eddery's derision to part- 
ner Luca Cumanfs Poteen in- 
stead of hs Musical PursniL The 
16-1 chance aiming to go one 
better for Flint Cottage stables 
than last year's short-head sec- 
ond, Even Top, is now to be rid- 
den by Kjenen Fallon. 

The horse likely to start 
favourite for the Guineas is 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Divine Mlss-P 
(Nottingham 2A5) 

NB: Able Player 
(Huntingdon 750) 

Revoque, who has apparently 
changed his mind about train- 
ing. Before his reappearance in 
the Greenham Stakes, Peter 
Chapple-Hyam's colt was rem- 
iniscent of the urchin scboolbcy 
who grinds a fag end under hts 
plimsoll before setting out re- 
luctantly on practice laps of the 
football pitch. Now, it seems. 
Revoque's home work is ex- 
plosive Judged by his screaming 
effort in a workout at Newbury 
on Saturday. 

Henry Cedi, who is probably 
off Godolphin s M3ad Al-Nabi 
card list, appears to hold the 
greatest challenge to his old en- 
emy in the L000 Guineas for 
which 18 were declared. It may 
well take a tug-of-war team to 
get the troplty out of the War- 
ren Place trainer's fingers as be 
now saddles three fillies- Sleep- 
ytime. Reams Of Verse and 
Yashmak-in an effort to retain 
the prize won for him 12 
months ago by Bosra Sham. 

‘ HYPERION'S) 

wmmm 


630: GLENFINN PRINCESS, 
wfao beat Frozen Drop by three- 
quarters of a length over 3m 2f at ! 
Chepstow last time, can follow op . , 




HYPERION 

£30 Olympian 7J06 Chief Mouse 

6J00 MtetttOddy(nb) Z35 UndeAigy 

630 GLENflNN PWNCESS (nap) &05 Cofrtry Lover 

GOING: Good to Firm (Good la places). 

■ Mgta-hand coaisr tali testing uphiS fittA. 

■Coarse bwsrjunttwaof AS2fl «ndAS30. A<ce*fromMS (Jnne3) todU'l (lnac6> 
ttoOw^amront a cn i tcc fro nt Luton. Wrt«too)a«8gfractagaf.' A P MHBPO M: Mwnbera 
SI2 Qatar Mantes 1025 yean, toff prtw)i GmtatondA Paddock S8; Silver Rbw*£. 
CAR MO: Ko'» 1, 2 A 3 £4, remainder fee. 

■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH XVSSBS& N Tvriatom-THriBn — 20 mem trora 103 
nmnresgtasaKtcoBsraiiotf 19.4% arts praft. to a 51 level suits ef 5 1.22; DNldMl- 
•on— 18 wtmwn, TO nemos, 25.7W, -&UL32: K Hpe— ]7tamet*, renames, SL4W, 
+S 17.74; J 6ffMl — 18 winners, 1 JO nomas, 13-4**, -138.43- 

■ LEADING JOCXSZS: J Osborne— 20 tarntra. 1 18 ridto, SA**, +810S1; X Daw 
woo dr — 22 winner*, 126 rVJcs, 17.5%, -M8.78; Af McCoy — 18 winners, 72 (idea, 
254s . +A37J 7; AMspdro— 18 wastes, 1(M (Idea, 17.8*, SMJB. 

B11NEEXSD PDtST ITUS: None. 

WIXMEIS IN 7SK IA9T SEVBK IMSS; eksdboi Msccm (6.») a COowy Loser (&06) 
ms CtetaowenTaea&Bt. 

LONG-DI8EANCS RUNNERS; Cambrian ChoBcafe (600) Baa 5527 odes by T Etacrtgr 
fina Great Hafaun, N Tecta; Gfcs£mi Prfacw (&30) set* 222 nles ty P Boom fam toner- 
ftrtwet, Dyfist AmbUoarum (7.C5J sea 218 mfles tv SAfam Iren UtogM, Uses. 

rE75\l RffTSUBSM DIAMOND VISION HANDICAP HUt UWgM 
M£ (CLASS B) £7,000 3m Penalty Value £VS6 ffWWm 

1 sei2«v amiWDttne(UBq03enn)tet«pnwsMCMBm8ui0_^jMm 

2 312204 0DMVM«tt}(C0}(;iMe);NnaelOllS MAFtaganUR 

3 33AJ5P1 matron (UinMasjSOotaBDektai 13 114 SCmoB 

4 50460 JWMmaQimua9nSs>mKraRfkM7Ul DOTMw 

5 33M21 H.TREDCNE (29) n Ototfelortb JOB 710 B Blfetaa 

s 40S2F1 c«agsaoyggfliond» r ft«*tffffi*»flro5 a? meat 

7 3-SCQ54 AMCMBL FUWBt (41) (D)Uoli] taMp H Htoe 7 ID 0 ItaU 

-7rtirtoad- 

UMiwn wage too. Dob rtortcap feweb* Ftaier 3 b. 

— m - J * ~i)-io'i- mifn. — limit .“*rnr . ~r~-qiiiiaiij.imiii|i i 

wmk, an Apod** hdww 

199ft: tfcma Pon 7 10 0 R Johotm 11-4 © MchMta 7 an 
RNM0UBE 

OLYMPIAN b a pound tower tan start bonne odds-on Oooon Kook a ruck owe course 
and (finance fei November on mam found to me Mmgb. Ha haa merty nai w*i aim, 
last tsne fi nwhrn g fourth to lamgtot here, taatan Just over far tenths. Vrith the pound 
Wmflf to dry up. li has an otwdous chance hem. 0 FMlt h the other who should have 
•*— *nT nr—** **• “* — i ■•' r 1 *— fit — ~*a* *~ — 1 — “~ 1 ~‘ "■--* * - , j 1 
a noth « uwamtei iw time and is My to be aunt Ofcnvian on up tent, but a 9b dee 
for that West auccem eohs IMl MedadarMB a lOO-lahocwhan bearing Mnane Mnee 
Three^piwrBW ot a kaiffh from 7to out of the hendfcso at A#r Jeer tune on hie hr* run ter 
Ben De Mem. He la captoto of anoOargui show offa 6k weiar nertt but would prater 
io«argoBnd. So would Caeelaf »ay. ado beet n — anaojuae Hugh en d Uso»qianeo 
atOswetowtetumo. but fOwacBJoaonany^waifl and U nocwWiout actBtnca. Riehaid 
rtewVamwiar^oonVBgStad ancwrtgtniBni osar taneaa. bit toe uaeM tam worhuc- 
oee. hs best net Ms season badge second to Genoa! Tortc at Qnpsuw in Nowmber. 
igp t ian t a a Me, a tor nowca m 199446, has s do into top weW after a my tong ab* 
sanca. wda e pacti aa rk war a a stone out rf the Imndkap. SeJecUoa: OLYMPIAN 

I rg ft fTl MICHAEL PAGE GROUP HANDICAP CHASE 
1 (CLASS B) £LSJ0002m BanaftyVafi* £10(231 

1 119164 STOW A1OT P7] fCO) (»to Dowi Peneffl D U 12 D Mr R Tbonaoa ® 

I 2 26P342 aCMMr(I}(CO|GBer«eto&WfroHi)NHa«enon9117 HAFftignei 

! 3 24-434U 1K)WNTIMir(2emiOHBWBPa«Wdgi|RPba|8Blfil0 IMka 

4 234431 E0nOICCmnm(UsHJtUb||KM«81010 C0Dw|W 

5 113U42 MB«OOOir(DJ)miMdflM>«JNnglll04 JJItoply 

6 224311 IHUWS DP (43) (DltosB total GUcCBUI 11104 RDooooody 

7 na—iiftii rnennirr(ir) (mr> nsnasoi mhi ani ttu asi) mm ' jLWjor 

8 3213D0 SOCBYOJmpqnilMncnmtsaJAtoitoUlDO lHawy 

-Sdiobfitf a 

MnNun wage nta. Jlta wotftap netfC SDctajr (toesr 9 h Uft. 

BETTM& 114 BUM, 7-4 Big MM, M Itoa Wodt toto. 8-1 Onto lift JM Ms Mat, 7-1 

Mkter Dddy, 10-1 Caateiw caataag*. 2D-15ode*r Qaaat 
1996: QMRon 9 12 0 J A MoCarto 7-2 (0 Sanood) 5 on 

'met bode 

BBtlONE had Stacm Atot «cd betmd when aeeflytonng hem (2m 3f UOydM last oma 


art s 0MV to to ddBctdt lo beet otr fat a 3to tw nark. Km nanner MB n« 

Ra>abad(aoaMHBonart>obanadttisnavtoDB > biemobeae>rttMdttUnew}- 

rt Mtsaae ■ MM {3m U)u He * equal* aSectt* anwasmaw too. Swm Atot seems 
to rtw tost iw aay se*o bHtmg Ap i«n baa a tongth ow cause and ctoiance B» Hth 
wm nets) m Dacerrter and 0 b«fi8to aan^r to Bator* s Stay tt> be Mg MaO, tdd* Hen- 
detsonx runner wes 0b out of the fantaprttoi nnnaMgi * NaounOws k ftnchestmi 
last ana Ha won tw nee »o yeas atfi and atto t» eo«e and dance Vtur Ctandler 
H a n ca p Oteco tot la aao n . Heaoiibimi I toe Wtaemtoll melt e d X the Mg) 
at Arose last tone but has ran art atomaa daasoeaon. metodaBaimn toutn nn Gone 
tart. He shqidd hew m pound m hts toour. Nktor <M4r »*••* o«abe« a»rt is 
Dan The Fd « Afto» art tart Motpran «04 tonffhe too *od mfyr M wm. He 
wctadpie toMfta rjo Mi d. Contorts cna— e dtogpo—I in Betau PBtowMi^mce 
tatf tnie. ot* Raarte Qp «« tod t»s mch Dttfw then beetng Rddn tYMe tonvo 
iuv«« wes the sutgea of en mW. tort** ms mscr e ben] at Qatar last ome. 

CsJactfcm: BSTTONE 

1 85 on I JOHN M0WLEM NOVICE HAWMCAP CHASE fcAiEbi 
(Cl ASsq 001)00 3m llOwto Pen valu e £7230 Hfflgl 

1 63F4X3 MPKaPOCm(4«mttonH(*nrttoeHnrta93110 IFUtor 

2 23UQ12 HKWB«r(ja)«(l»EQ«JStod8118 MUs 

3 2P-U222 JUO»aApq|CH«torB««iMtom811S APUtonr 

4 asma «to*aeocwvi»Dcti»pnM»itota}ttaLtota6i3i Rtoftaq* 

5 315421 etBBMtnBNCESSmfftoKMikfinilPBOMnBllOHBO SMtowtoa 

6 UFUTC 6ABJC BU RS pH (ton i tannwff ta*S Snto TIP 6 B to itod 

7 2623G KH70 toCTftoe [1^ (MS leoae tatpen U Wtowr 7 10 1 

8 OOSL 6MZBT BENI m(QBBtoa4R9m«> 7100 Itatota 

9 P-U2121 1NEWMEMOfi(U)IUBSCItaKn)KBNeyB10O BssNM 

10 00905 B4LUD00CM tHjtt*sRPblnl tatw»rtRU gto<*9100 JlitoPtaV 

Mtonsn ntfc lfla toe toodop aetfs.- It* *W» tog 9a ^ «. a*a>i#»>9s2b. 

BElIWB:l0fr30«Mtoataa.4-lMtBia,saitartoltoNto,lMOeMtaeDoPBMh8a6ta». 
toaptocwft7-afttB»BMAlMWeeVtoA r .NrW tto edei. OT lBd»da^a 
use: VAtacntos 6 10 4 W ucbm 94 n*i J Ftosrt 7 tan 
remouDE 

8AEUC BUjEn anpmtaglaat ouertanoas art wooid hwo won Ms Net thma buttortoimg 

at the tost « VMioby o*r Eaeter. Ha mode emends at a aanpeoM nonce* twnoiiap at 
Air last ton. keeping on » '■war down Nmrttas PtoH doee home, that woe m 

an eoerted too rndes tw tortor«i art Gaabc Stas is much better w«d by tns tongartrt. 
ao can dety a 6to me In tvs rating oil the harty «00t at lQtt 6®. Jettan a anrtwr m 
fine tain and showed that Ms dose aeoond to Act The Mbtgn the Grand MdtoyGUl Cup 
at Sandown vuae r» tort tm bemgWho to Epuaieme ttnefcmwa o< a ton^h war come 
art ctortco tot tnw OtotodoMBM tetod off m thtaO. The Ravto-ita has saico Jussfied 
odttoon status atToweeeter. Attar tans at Strednra and Worcester, toataa Oe Pron was 
set net out of it dOM home by 33-1 ertt Big Archie at tnetbmier come ten days am anbd 
nay have anot^walffg, day to Moyde’s Chetenham than befert Boots NAS awe pc- 
otxxi tools a bettor eflbrt with both then tarts hMng won snee and M is Gto tower. The 
Bant may be too fast to Mr Hctooctoft atftle eomsart Woo Wtedy tacks a turn o» toot 
art iba wtio>i Hog a tOto out of the hanthcao. Uptoytocod tthii y ■ — Jh ow otfmacrt- 
■npioMd toon' to tort Umatsr notoe chan bora loch Gmmen HoW Mat «no art wood 
be abig darvr rf pmffessuig e0to n t» feat handtoap. Otodkn Pttaoaaowa shaving tor 
feat nai anea December wnen beating Rcaan Bmp an aaw On e quarters ot a tongti a 
Chepstow test weak and «ndd apto go wrt urtsri a Ait parafty.Saiecfte GAOIC blue 

PTAcT ERTCST RaAM) NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (OASS D) 

I I £5^00 added 2nt llOyde Penalty VpfaM £3^20 

1 1DGP11 CHB MOOSE UN n B4 Goad F JodM 4 11 10 APMcCay 

2 566715 AeoWHCtOTF7JCTJM?UPMAJto£brtCMc*0di5U6 Cttoafto 

3 313221 PMUDBUGE(29)(PHr<MiACMtoVrtGUdXiist5114 KOnHWftr 

4 P-21135 /MMgcrraa/r(n)rotBBPtaCtoPMtftoa£tte»5112 LCaaaatom 

E 435005 HEVBt90VMNOHPPO)gglHJ Asad I Best 4110 MABagWB 

G FC635 IMEIBHMCI(C17)(GaMBThouM6llanirS1013 ^OaattewrfT) 

7 232354 BWNSIEIlDpS)|Th0urtr)4Jlenta»5lD8 » ■ H I 

8 0F44 COLOUR COuesaiPA (1XB 0*S G MtwunccTan) RMftww 4 105 R Start* 

9 00EP-30 HX»BACX(99) IPLeert G Ernpl 51D 0 Ut* — a g i 

10 434022 BUH VMGtfl'ClJJ (Hon QTR« Saudi Rang) R CMs 4 DO J>Hm* 

-lOdsOtoed- 

MMnunscipeJOK Tn*ttmtiup*t&x Betfi Mfn Sw UA 

BBntG: 8-2 CMsT Moan, 7-a Ptoed h« 1M JtodMetaws, 1M AboM Uw CM, 8-1 Cote 
CsitorttoS»ltoAlM»4,MrttotolLaM.tasBMaaAl*l.ttatotoBife— ANHWawtodi 

1996: Rasara 4 ll S A P MoCey 11*2 p Notts) 10 ran 
fOMOUDE 

PROUD IMAGE Me isached the tamo to aach of hs as( raced over tsrter. winnqg at tMrt- 
sor art Wtocanton. the tam of ta nasi Sue tang lh succaas tom Adi Cneannaitho haa 
worked out wed. wQh the natoar-up and touth-dacad Reel Cadet having won snee. end 
Proud knaet apan haa the going to wt Rtaran) Dutmoody rtea. CMaf Mouse goes olt tne 
a*ne maritas when beating Swing Feiow a ler«h and a ha» at Cheltenham tot tone, 
but the namer-up was 4g> out of the handcap an Chwf Mouse nsgit web only haw been 
second had Noble Ootous nrt Men at the tost, AmbttaBtM has been the aut$ea of a 



HYPERION 

205 TbttYs Rose Z45 Divine Miss -P 345 
Prince Foley 3.45 Jude 445 Pennywefl 445 
Rasayel 520 Sea freedom 550 CHoe Nteole 

GOING: Good [Good lo Finn in ptoeej. 

STALLS; 6 A 61 - stands side; rest - Indde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: EQgh for 6f ft BT. 

■ I^Mwnd, oval ctaaae. Ftal and gaDottog whh eagy usna. 

■ Course b 2ni E of dry off B686- Nockigham wadcai 2rn. AD- 

MISSION: Oub 112 [Juripts, 16-21 yeast, SSkTtocatilBSfcSa- 
verUngA JfeddodcAL CARPAXX; S5h«rHln*3J2 (adrtta or 
l*» bur occupants), free 

BUNKERED FIBST TUCK: Mystical fvisored) (2.16). 

WINNEB8 IN^ TBEIA8T SEVEN lUlftllbU Beta (ilQm 
it Berokj cn Thraaday. 

UXNGJHBXANCEKn«NE8&MMMe Of Baarta (4.16) has 
been sera 198 adks by M Pipe from Nlcbotohayne, Devon. 

f^Tcl MEADOWS SELLMG STAKES (CLASS G) 
Ir^rJ £2^75 added 3Y0 8f 
T*" 020004 BUZWG CASHED WGMTunr 94 — PlfclWltBlB 

2 0004156 OOCMAIBSCM8MGEnnNlHto94JtCodBHa2V 

3 320000 SMBS OORT pm 3ltahsn94 IBMdSB 

4 660941 MAWEERB’RO (28} (D| J AiehuatS 13 X Mm 118 

5 043000 DOffT RWtEr SHOM (IS W J J*xw813 WJ (TCcwBcr3 

6 246306 HUVBSJf «SS(l*)(aJ)JBaagyB13 CDaflWd 1 

7 00005-1 MUMCPM.6flH.n(CqBUhg833 Tfttol 

8 005020 SOWS FTIGI »pf)R Thompson 8 33 —NCwrtai 16 

9 25600 JBJAB(238)UaNJtaca49812 POr ito ahoa (ft IB 

10 UJQCSglAS7*y>8 13 VMcb7 

11 0020 MA»BPMSr(2a)pP)RHemin812 8 mIM« 

12 aoooe BoaanautonecuicxnPGiuniBU — iFBeaui 

13* 00 wneMAMaep94)jMom8i2., xtoms 

15 WraCAfcMsLSUto87 «MSN0Y 

16 00505- PMniAMSKtM9Wltagl87 BVHtaathlS 

17 0000 SQtMMNO(2S7)BBaagiB7 Oanan MrtWt (to 13 

18 2-54502 TBBCTS BDSE(8] PKftrtE8d87 WQaal7 

• todatoai- 

BEinMe 01 Imft Rosa, 01MUtapai M, 01DodMsCaoMpv7-l 
Sikiance Pryn. ftaiawi fltoy, 01 Skyos Ryra, aoctaraartttotibck.to 
Mb, 12-1 Uk Pbraptaa. 14-1 Btadag Ctak. 201 oOnb 

' lo ar| BRADH0RE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4025 
CL!5lJ added fBBes flf 

1 201 DME«M6P(U)mAJBMs4913 Vi(TCMaar2 

2 000000 ALBEFp8)(DJ5Bortrg699 FBdjI a(7)« 


3 030053- BMRP T SHADY (181J CMd 4 9 0 GDMM417 

4 035000 SMS VHTh THE HMD) 02} BUdtocn 690 — LNswtao6 

5 441010 COttfBQC QUEST (176) (DjUCharai 4 S12JI Metal 14 

6 000500 RMEAC4M (21) RF) UsJ tamaka 58 12 JFM8M9 

7 050000 1BEF0RT»(ltoCCta4Bll DsctaitrShnU 

8 034131- B0BBC9RL(lflB)g))tVMA60e3B9 IF^al 

9 455060 U«Se(ll)0Sta*4 88 Ctap«(tol5 

10 035060 CM*KflT(B3WH*488 PtaeOltotoS 

11 062400 XIBSXML {34} Ms J Cad 3 8 7 JltoMlB 

12 441500 IEEB«JOFJUIKON(lQjGtava387 HMB 

13 406060 RIBH1IEMUrPtonGMDCBn584J)RtaHi8B 

14 606100 BaiASBRSZECZ7Djlta|382 I Orta 8 

15 3-15500 INIAB IADY (IQ niVtoailta SB 1-1 BraadMC^ 11 

Ifi 002060 DELBCB tum DHayfei Jones 680 CtatoAB 

17 5000 APn.IKllS0M{4O)P0akar3710 PtaMy^lO 

18 524440 MIHBPHI>PMK(2StoC6n4l57lO HBM4(3}7 

-lldae to ra d - 

Sfctoec 7R10B. rMW(ptoArtJtartn7«a).fl«tofcaftot7H7to 
KITMB: 4-lAjttota. 01 Itaa Apto, 84. tap W Bady, 7-1 Ca^ 
rttto Qato. 152 DtrtwItoa^.Htatora lata, in Va—RrT«a. 13-1 
RabaeCbllagBrt Of Angaa, 14-1 Dafert,ltothaiM4 Part, 201 rtferaa 

pTTe] PORCHESTHI NOVICE MEDIAN AUCTION 
1™5J STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 2YD ST 

1 01 EMM Ml (13) (D) P Eero 9 4 IFEta* 

2 12 PRtHCERTtEYPto CT (M)9nieer82_l>M L taM u {l)2 

3 l NUBMB WCtORto TOCT MMBa9»9U) P a a iaay B* 

4 CAPTUN JOSES S Medan B 12 Rlhtasll 

5 - KAMIOIIEJEMGaBU. — RCUtoaw> 

5 30 (TJflQQBtS (29 R Bess 8 12 KFJgM > 

7 0 MHrB«BE(2S)JQi*nB12 iQtawT 

8 SHWORTR Hanoi B 12 DaiMS 

9 SWarBOWlDJSntaOdiuneBU Detank 12 

10 0 FEY ROUSE (29) R Hoindiead S 7 Fl| aeb(3)l 

U S4»BA HOT B PB*ng 3 7 TSprtn3 

12 0 Star* C29) kltatey 8 7 JCMtolfl 

-32deetostf- 

nrfmm-Ti into.ssii ininw. nr "irg 

tany,01SaataFta", 01 Yocag fear, CtaaiaJoaM, 12-1 Earaoaa, 101 
Fey Botoa, 20-1 olhm 

paTel RADFORD MADBI STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV 
\2lz2] D £4^00 added 3YD IBfes lm 54yds 

1 0 JWCMffi)MiOVE(tUROBlonBll .TSprtnB 

2 A ABBVM (2B0) 1 FK B 11 I tab 8 

3 3 CBMGER)RABUCX(UH)(ltoHCad811 XMn3 

4 0 ct«TOQSX(Ma)ccitoRU Atoms ii 

5 0 DOrEWE(U)Glta»8U ACtaklX 

6 03 BBKB»|Ufl)PF)»ktakPmcaSBll 8tWMd7 

7 04 BtaKIH 31} JGknerB 11 6Cart*2 

8 JUOEPCdsBll TQutosS 

9 02- MXSHMrY(18toLCursN8U OlMtalO 


10 400 QMOflOKina(l9QMMaEBtto8UJrGlldatata8 

11 0 PSHMN BKE (ZS!) R Hanrcn 8 11 0MaO1M4 

12 04 3HMB9YAM (13) R MuGOongB 11 RMtl 

13 0 TOP *U PS Hawaii BMM12 

-13dedsnd- 

Knwta M Ch^ Fta A todi. 40. Jrt^ 01 SharltoK 01 toctond 
to tava, 101 ABMag 101 ^aorfh, 14-1 Panto Btoe, 201 uttm 

\A 1C| LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
lZ=^i £4/«5 added 3Y0 lm 54yds 

1 006-06 BMJB»fY|USA)(29]MCtarai97 RttognlS 

2 400 VNAVBSiPto JDmbo95 .TQdaU 

3 0020 WroaXM0$(U9)BIUtoel94 MMall 

4 600 BBtaS A tHto PMjoySnOi94 GIMM2 

5 2102 PBMMBLPto(nRJotsaanHou0«Dr92 Itoddfi 

6 05400 8WnMR0SEpD7)MBkrttoi92 ACcctowwll 

7 440 BMin ROSA (UR J 01*4)92 TtadtoS 
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PORTIM ROME DAWN jusi about mates mas appeal m a wry weak raco. Venotu Miaana 
mans has not had much raong and put m tw best eowt yet when Wrt, beaten 6 #4 and 
a hatr lensm. to Draam Rate at SoottwiUast tone. Fortna Roera Dawn’s jumpmg was nra 
feiem than, but she can imptoue. Uncle A)& is the fMmchoce judged on nssnetTfenen 
second to Stowuv n Lecesur m Januaiv. nut he rts been puM up both stans since and 
needs to utotwe hs jumping. Thar last comment a&o applee lo Moramo, a weU-baaten 
dwd to Alter The fox at Taunton on Fnday. He sidl nas every chance n ttns company- Sea 
ttaroi won a three-rumor tnembera’ poan-to-poralasn ana and makes a little appeal, along 
wm Bit or a Onsem, ataottfi the toner nas not nra snre July. 
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B 006023 PHfSMW.nJN{75)(AGBtoMW.<ABbJmmr.lUi ..tops— o» 

9 0 KPHAMItaFAmKRG*)>W>stMkWfc>NHentann613 0 ~r 
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COUNTRY LOVER comes no penalty lor ttt three wins tt» mnmh at Lunar I tvwoi and Chep 

stcro art ert go m agan. He had mora in hand man tne athcul naritm woiid uaspsi when 
gnsng i3to art e ttrae-Quaner-iengih ttatmg to tame 0( Our Father at Chepstow last week 
art the corta o n s ot tm race me m hs tawour. RiysicM Fiat deserves to win a race alter 
SCOigSe Of flood runs at SaMOMi ai Feoruaiy, mailing second to El Frame tunmaier win- 
ner vtkb and a iwmcr m the tost race here) and thsd to loufli TiJK. but tin show nip 
mat nor sal Wfrawtg fcsn power Over The Way was no match tor ftcaytun over come 
art distance on hs debut tor Mch Henderson ms month, but he fcmshed a dear secant 
best md can only snpm*. Pat BucMey should atso pragma hum ta debut thud to Si nwne 
Flyer at Stratton] recently, when he m» beaten wdeMan tonetns. SamerwL seventh ot 14 
to TwpyTfAnch at Ayr tost lime, must concede 5to to hts mam rnato thanks tn an insh ran 
tost Uay art soems to have gone otf the tort since dbmsw DanOys Gone rana Ien0tn at 
Newtasde n February. The taurt was soft when Hartequn Chorus ran ivxl Sireet ckxe 
at Towcester, wtnto Leap Frog, although nnue cratotabiy. needs to imorow. 

Setac u on; COUNTRY lover 

■ Chief s Crown, the sire of 1994 Derby dinner Erhaah, is fighting 
for survh’al after fracturing a leg on Sunday. The 15-year-old stallion 
was found in his paddock at Three Chimneys Rum near Midway, Ken- 
tucky. with a fracture to the patella of his near-hind leg. Dan Rosen- 
berg, the stud's general manager said: “At this stage he's stable and 
resting comfortably. We believe we can repair it surgically hut some- 
times you don't know. Ifs hard to determine the extent oY the injury, 
but right now we’s optimistic.'* Chiefs Crown, placed in all three legs 
of the US Triple Crown in 1985, had covered 43 marcs this year. 
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Rugby should avoid creating artificial 
simply to try to make money. The 

i ’ • • ' • 



audience is not there 


TTielast player to be cappedfbrEn^ 
land at both cricket afldrogtywas, I 
Hiinlr T Mike Smith of Warwickshire. 
Hie most recent rugby inteniahon- 



^ [pel air i -ngne iL. ui vj ", 

peter Squires, who was on Yorkshire’s 

books, and Dusty Hare, who was at- 
tached to Nottinghamshire. Thephi- 
Eiinas were a dying breed tong before 

. . . .( .AunlAnolim in niix. 


the advent of r 

by. both because of the 

isadbn of cricket and because of the 

increasing pressure in rugby even be- 
fore it became professional. 

From now on it will become not 
merely difficult but impossible for 
anyone to excel at both sports. The 
rugby season goes on into May. It 
begins again on 23 August It can 
only be a matter of time before the 


game imitates football more dose- ■ 
ly still,, with the season kicking off 1 
at the beginning of that month. I 
Some people are already suggesting/ 
that, to obviate the end-of-seascai fix 7 
tore congestion, the game should- 
continue all the year round. ' ' [ 
Oddly enough, a similar sugges? 
tion was made in very different cir- 
cumstances by the great South 
African No 8 Tommy Bedford (< 
today would be considered on 
small side even for a No 7). 
most players from his part of 
world, Bedford did not care for 
wind and the rain, to say nothing 
the snow and the frost Playm&at 
beginning of the year, be used to 
was a misery. Besides, fixtures 
liable to be disrupted by 
tioos due to the state of the pi 


Why, accordingly, not take a rest 
in January and February, and return 
for two'of the summer months? It 
was not as if our snmmers over here 

were too hot for rugby. On the con- 
trary: they were usually mst right 
That was Bedford’s view. 

It is one for which I have a good 
deal of sympathy. As any wing will 
tell yew, even in these more stren- 
uous and active tunes for players in 

that position, it is a great fallacy to 
condude that you get warm simply 
by turning out 

But the Bedford solution is not 
the one embraced by the advocates 
of year-round rugby. They would 
certainly play in January and Feb- 
ruary as well Mind you, they do not 
actively want perpetual rugby. 
Rather, they see it as the only so- 



ever league which is unnecessary, 
and two other United-over compe- 
titions where only erne would have 


ALAN WATKINS 


lution to the present end-of-season 
pfle-up. 

There is, it is fair to add, a com- 
mercial reason also. Clubs want to 

TnATtmk** attmriarw £q help pay the 

wage bills. We have seen the same 
process in operation in cricket, 
where we have a Sunday limited- 


football, where the League and the 
Cup are supplemented by other 
competitions, both^domestk and 
European. 

T might tft make dear at thkpomt 
that the extra European dimension 
in rugjbyisadevekpi^entTw^iiomer. 
uxireservedly.Sapipe^lmand^ay- 
ers in England and^&les ahke arc, 

I know, now tookkigat the feague 
tables anxiously caktflatmgwhethef 
their dubs will cjuafi^r forthe Eu- . 


tins, their mst season, they were. a. 
great success. 

. That was no thanks to the&jnk 
sion 


out of their deal, leaving the initial 
matches uncovered, and handing 
over coverage of the final stages to 
the BBC All the television author- 
ft frs made a miscalculation of 
lie interest and* apart from « 
demonstrated alack of cohcraiMr 
thw:publKrespoDtiMKt»es.WiIlwT- 

m, life beadirfBBC Tfetevision, top; 
pens to be an enthusiastic rugby 
follower. I hope he does better in 
Europe this time. ■ 

The European fixtures are always 

interesting and often entertaining. 

What rugby should avoid is the path 

afceidy trodden by football and 

crjdo^ creating artificial and niean- 

iodiessocanpetittons amply to tty to 
make, money. Rw that is orecisely 


make, money. Rw that is 
: whatlhey voU fail to do. The extra 
. audience & simply not there, and the 


audience ttal is 

become bored and sta> ^ cS ttl 

of 

aK 

iss hcdding«^^| lt,< S f in- 

matches turn out w b* 

I have no nf 

to return to this space. 


Lucky break 
at last for 
Gallacher 


Phil Shaw reports from Gothenburg on 
the striker who has overcome two 
serious injuries to prosper for Scotland 


Williams puts 
his faith in 

Viileneuve 


F ootballers are a relent- 
lessly ribald breed. Kevin 
Gallacher had no sooner 
donned his glasses after scor- 
ing twice to help Scotland over- 
come Austria than Ally 
McCoist was promising to de- 
scribe the goals to him. As the 
squad jester explained, Gal- 
lacher would never have seen 
the ball hit the neL 
The Blackburn Rovers strik- 
er, who plays in contact lenses, 
saw the tunny side of it alL Fol- 
lowing nine years on the in- 
ternational fringes, disrupted by 
two career-threatening injuries, 
he has never been more firmly 
established with Scotland. 

If the Scots could replicate 
Gallacher's resilience in their vi- 
tal qualifier against Sweden in 
the Uhevi Stadium here to- 
morrow, they would not need 
tartan-tinted spectacles to see 
the World Cup finals looming 
into view. 

Visions of France became 
tantalisingly vivid last month 
when Scotland beat Estonia 
and Austria. A feature of both 
displays was Gallacher’s un- 
derstanding with Hibernian's 
Darren Jackson. The manager, 
Craig Brown, likened their 
union of quick minds and feet 
to the productive link between 
McCoist and Mo Johnston. 

“I was back-up to that duo so 
I know what a compliment it 
was," Gallacher said. “It’s been 
hard for Craig because he’s 
never bad a settled partnership 
up front, but it would be good 
to develop this one. 

“iJarren and myself are both 
mobile players with an instinct 
for reading the other’s inten- 
tions. It shows you don't nec- 
essarily need a big target man, 
though it’s good to have that op- 
tion. Scotland are playing a 
more European build-up and 
that suits me.” 

If Gallacher's time has finally 
come, it certainly took some 
tortuous detours. As a 


teenaged flying winger at 
Dundee United n was his pedi- 
gree as much as his pace that 
attracted attention. 

His grandfather, Patsy Gal- 
lagher (the spelling has 
evolved), won seven champi- 
onship medals and amassed 
some 200 goals for Celtic. A 
waif of a forward at 8st, he 
compensated with legendary 
courage and skill - 

Patsy, from Donegal repre- 
sented the Irish free State. 
Kevin, scarcely one of nature's 
heavyweights himself, was 
Clydebank born and bred and 
set his heart on playing for Scot- 
land. He made a real impact on 
his United debut, if not quite 
how he intended. 

“We played the Swiss side 
Neuchitel Xamax and I was 
sub. AD I remember is that when 
Ian Redford scored, I leapt up 
inside the dug-out and banged 
my head on the root Next 
thing I knew I was on the pitch 
and everything was flashing by 
in a blur.” 

Gallacher also hit a rich vein 
of form, leading in 1988 to the 
first of 27 caps, against Colom- 
bia. “Another blur," he laughed, 
“and so long ago that team- 
mates like Willie Miller, Alex 
McLeish, RoyAitken and Tom- 
my Burns retired ages ago to be 
managers." 

After Coventry bought him 
for £900.000 be began using his 
speed and eye for a goal in cen- 
tral positions. Versatility helped 
him make the squad for the fi- 
nals of successive European 
Championships; it may also 
have precluded a regular start- 
ing place. 

In the goalless game with Es- 
tonia in Monte Carlo, for exam- 
ple, GaHacher began wide on the 
right with the aim of providing 
crosses far Duncan Ferguson. Af- 
ter being switched to attack 
through the middle and then to 
the left flank, he ended the 
match back in bis original role. 


A. 


7- 



Kevin Gallacher has now become an international fixture after nine years on the frizes Photograph: Wattie Cheung 


When he talks, however, 
about being happy just to be 
playing, it is no mere cliche. In 
1994, a year after Kenny 
Danish took him to Lancashire 
for £1 .5m, Gallacher suffered a 
triple fractuy: of the right leg 
at Arsenal Thirteen months on, 
with Blackburn dosing in on the 
title, it snapped again against 
Cxystal Palace. 

“I lost nearly two years. I 
don't know where 27 and 23 
went but I regard myself as be- 
ing stuck on 26 rather than as 
a 30-year-old. This is my second 
football career. I was so dose 
to losing everything, football- 


wise, but I've come back a lot 
stronger and sharper and 
determined to make up for lost 
time." 

He used the enforced lay-off 
to study Alan Shearer’s knack 
of being in the right position to 
score. “In a way il was a wast- 
ed six months. However much 
I watched him, I could never 
quite work out how the hell he 
did H! But to have played with 
someone likeAIanwas fantas- 
tic for me." 

Gallacher's selflessness 
meant the admiration was mu- 
tual. Now there is the promise 
of his double act with Jackson, 


who made his first goal against 
Austria. If the second - his 
fourth for Scotland - was a blur 
it was because it was volleyed 
at high velocity. 

“The fact that it was at Celtic 
Park made it even more special 
remembering my grandfather’s 
connection. I hadn’t been back 
since I was with Dundee Unit- 
ed but this time the crowd were 
all on my ride. HI always keep 
a memory of that night-” 

Gallacher’s build-up to 
Gothenburg has been equally 
heartening. He came through 
his return to Highbmy (“the 
hairs were up on the back of my 


neck”) before helping 
Blackburn trounce Sheffield 
Wednesday to edge , towards 
Premiership safety. 

Seeing is believing, they say, 
yet even if McGoisfs teasing bad 
any basis in fact. Gallacher 
does not lack Cbnviction. “It*& 
a massive game for us and I was 
very Impressed by how the 
Swedes kept coming forward 
when we beat them 1-0 at 
Ebrox,” he said. - . r ; 

“But the way our defence 
played, it seemed they were des- 
tined not to score. As long as 
we don’t lose we’re still on 
course.” _ 


Brown brushes aside Celtic speculation to focus on Swedes 


Matters domestic rather then 
□remational infringed on Scot- 
and’s World Cup campaign 
’esterday as the manage r, Craig 
Jrown, arrived with his squad 
n Gothe nburg yesterday for 
omorrow’s qualifier agains t 
Sweden. 

Brown found himself linked 
o the manager's job at Celtic, 
ven though Tommy Bums still 


holds the post, albeit tenuous- 
ly after the Tbnnents Scottish 
Cup semi-final defeat by Rdltirk. 

However, Brown is insisting 
that his immediate cask of gain- 
ing a result against Sweden - 
and possibly securing Scotland's 
passage to the finals in France 
- is not undermined. 

He said: T am concentrating 
totally. on the game against 


Sweden. The repdrts linking me 
to Celtic are certainly specula- 
tion. as far as I am concerned. 

Tf there is any troth in it, l 
am flattered and surprised but 
I don’t think this is how Celtic 
do business. 1 am not looking for 
another job. I have too much ac- 
countability to Scotland." 

Brown's contract with the 
Scottish Football Association 


July 1998, after the 
dp finals. He added: “I 


runs to 
World Cup 
would like to continue to the fi- 
nals. That is my aim at the mo- 
ment I get superb help from my 
terrific back-up team." . 

Brown has been forced to' 
make a number of changes to 
his squad against Sweden, bbt 
there were no further with- 
drawals yesterday. The only 


real worry is the Celtic mid- 
fielder Paul McStay, who has a 
nagging ankle injury. 

Tn England's group, the Ju- 
ventus striker Christian Vieri is 
out of the Italian team to face 
Poland in Naples. The 23-jear- 
old left Italy’s training camp near 
Florence on Stmday. sunfcring 
1 from tonsillitis. Poland will be 
missing the forward Andrzej 


Juskowiak, who has dropped out 
because of an ankle injury. 

Tunisia need one paint from 
their last two games to become 
the first of the five African qual- 
ifiers for the finals after secur- 
ing a 2-0 home win over Liberia 
on Sunday. The Tunisians rip 
Ekdy to be joined by Nigeria and 
Morocco, who both consolidat- 
ed their positions wifo victories. 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Imola 

The roadshow moved on, con- 
1 gr rinlating itself nn creating an 
open title contest with 10 pomts 
covering the seven leading dri- 
vers, but Frank WUHanas, who 
i . has been producing champions 
. for 17 years, offered a sobering 
perspective. 

- "Even as Heinz-Harald 
' Frentzen, his latest recruit, was 
celebrating a maiden Formula 
Udevittoiy in the San Marino 
Grand Prix, WSfiams suggest- 
ed theGerman was still not ca- 
- pable of mounting a challenge 
' toljiS other driver,. Jacques 
} V3tenexiyei“ ' 

3 a Freatzeu^wbduced an im- 
^pefipabfetir^ to wtest com- 
;TSnaati here 

<rf Us 

^fi^BrfSdhmiwch- 
" -^(“^sTQ^p^S^RjthHnalohg- 
sf& foac dtfiwsts&d confirmed 
hari as a" logieal lfcreal to VI- 
. leaeuve, foe championship 
leader, who ®as forced to retire 
' ^to’geafboi jjfoWems bn his 
'• \Vjiliains-Renault. And yet, 
mudh. as Williams admired 
R r fcn tae a V pcaseand racecraft, 

. he fettVSteneure remained the 
nioiefifcefycahcfitfctefo succeed. 

Wffiams said: “I doubt if 
Hrinz-Haraldcan give Jacques 
a good run and challenge him 
for die championship. Jacques 
is strong, and pulled away from 
Michael in the early part of the 
race. Heinz-Harald saD has a lot 
to learn. He is improving his 
setf-confidende ana he under- 
stands the car a bit better now ” 

Frentzen had nothing to 
show for his first three races in 
FI’s best car. He had his share 
of misfortune, but his perfor- 
mance in Brazil was so feeble 
he cancelled a holiday and flew 
to the Williams factory for talks 
with his bosses. 

Wflliamssaid: “There was no 
pressure-on him from the team, 
.but he has his own pressures. 
Everyone has doubts about 
everything you do. InJBrazfl he 
had a bad race and we talked 
about iL But be demonstrated bis 
rinlily to drive vay quickly in Ar- 
gentina and has done so here." 

Frentzen had said from the 
omset Char his season would ef- 
fectively start here, an assess- 
ment based on sound reasoning 
yet dismissed by his critics as a 
lame excuse. 

Now, as the German media 
joined his party, the irony was 
not lost on him. His maiden vio- 
toiy had arrived in his fourth 
grand prix with Williams. V3- 
leheuve also required four 
races. It took Damon Hill II. 

Frentzen said; T pried to ex- 
plain that I had not done 
enough winter testing and had 
not had a chance to learn the 


Kerly boosts England coaching 

lockey 


illcolwill 

ran Kerly has been drafted in 
> help England's match prepa- 

iticxi white they find a new per- 

pronce di r e c tor and national 
?«h. The 37-year-old, who 
K*Bntam to gold in 1988 and 
ronze four years earlier, will 
.an, forces with the former 
ugland captain, Dick Clarke. 
David Whittle, the England 
anaeer win- 


Netheziands, and against Aus- 
tralia at Milton Keynes in August 

Without a national coach 
since David Whitaker resigned 
a year ago, England's prepara- 
tions for the Wtirid Cup now lit- 
tle more than a year away will 
not have been helped by so 
much time wasted in ma king an 

appointment. 

The current delay follows 
the decision not to proceed 
until the new post of perfor- 
mance director, aimed at re- 


■ stmctirrm S the * lite end of the 
SfrfrtL b S2 l * dlla, i? r has been filled. 

ZSZELE?* but Qarke ’ "to E ng- 

SSfE 1 ” 6 ? 1 lard to two European iiKioor^- 

ver medals, has also been an 
coach to Whitaker in 
the past rbrKeriy, however, his 
KpHv nnH hockey. only coaching experience has 
^andCUikewfll coach been limited* SkEtJ “ 


seemingly impossible, has been 
out of top-class hockey forthe 
past three years, but is certain 
to give the game a new boost. 

Another interesting recent 
appointment has been that of 
Gavin Featherstone, the former 
England and Hounslow de- 
fender, as coach to the England 
Women’s Under-21 1 squad for 
the World Cup in Korea in Sep- 
tember. 

During his controversial 
c oa c h i ng career, Featherstone 
has taken South Africa to the 
Atlanta Olympics and the Unit- 
ed States to Los Anodes, but 



expected and, at times, the 


England’s men. To many, he 
would be a leading contender 
for the new 61 ite England job. 
M Egypt beat South Africa 1-0 
in the final of the Africa Games 
Under-21 Cup in Harare to take 
the last place in the Junior 
World Cup to be held in Mil- 
ton Keynes in September. - 


Show trials go ahead 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 

The new International Champ- 
ionship Team Trials for shew 
jumping will go ahead, with an- 
other venue to replace the can- 
celled meeting at Hickstead and 
rules which allow points to be 
earned in three Nations Cups. 

The East of England Show win 
now host One ofthe four trials at 
Peterborough (15-17 July) where 
ttwffl be inoniporated in the Dae- 
woo qualifier. The other venues 
remain: Royal Windsor Horse 
Show (14-18 Mayl Royal In- 
temational Horse Show at Hick- 
stead (9-13 July) and New Forest 
and Hampshire County Show at 
Brockenhurst (29-31 July). 

Points in Nations Cups, based 
on the total faults for each horse 
aodridercombroationmthetwD 

rounds, can be. gained at the 
three meetings which dash with 


team trials. These include Wind- 
sor, which runs a trial (15 May) 
and the Nations Cup (18 May). 

Those who have complained 
abow British' shew jtimpmg be- 
ing a dosed shop now have the 
ctence to win a place in the squad 
forthe European Show Jumping 
Championships from 27 to 31 
August at Mannheim, Germany. 
Hie top three horse and rider 
combinations on the points list 
will be automatically selected. 

The Royal Windsor Horse 
Show, which re-introduces in- 
ternational showjumping after 
24 years, has not attracted the 
quality of overseas entries ex- 
pected. A strong Irish team 
(which indudes rater Charles, 
the European champion, and 
Eddie Macken) could be a se- 
rious threat to the home riders. 
But Germany and The Nether- 
lands. the omy.other countries 
to send full teams, will be 
nowhere near top strength. 
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TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

7 JO union smttd 

CHWWNSWP 

CHOU* TWO 

England v Georgia (7.46} 

(HtmtWta. Chariton) 

GROUP POUR 


UtBdsbotgtmaum, iMDnaartf 


. v Rape rik of liattod fe^g) 
fktMrionatsaduiv SwMnst 
BJHOPEAHtWOSI-lSal W T O WSHrWaf. 

MArriMHfcErendvPortued tatOttUn, 

NKnOHMOC fDOTMU. LEAQUE ' 

SECOND uvtsxm 

fflnlaaytlba— (7 jW). 
THmnmsoN 


DMon; Dudey v Beflworth 17.45); SMM 

Ra«m v Racing Cta Wamfck ImV 

Oip Amf aacnHl It* Sudbu>> Rwn rtl* &r- 
UiMbmCfl. 

UMIET SUSSEX COUNIY UMDC Hist DM. 

HmoderWUc PaacariaanATalawnba 

v OekwB:-'t Ponflala V Sntay r7.l5); fthyrwf v 
fttfiun: Stnreftam v Buqfnt m (7A&. 

WNST0NLEM3 KENT LEMXJE FVtt DMaion; 

Crwhom v lam a wo wl 17.45): Cww wondo wa 

V BWanhan (8J3); GmowWi BoroUflbV'njo- 


NORmemcouNncsEAsri^wiali 

DW*w y Sh»(W(J; v #*nott 

PfctamgviJHiweigKPtnNMtvQiMtMtan. 

HMIH WEST COtMfnS LJEMHIH Nn* DM- 

** Kkttewe mm vend* mmrntam 


OW VMBHAIl COKOWN CE | 

■ ■ . 


RuManCUnonda vW«Mrtg(7^E} _J_ 

WOanK v SfMaldM f7.4K) . , 

KttUBUDEPMialM- DMri«Matuy>Su< 

WM MiBpWj HWd »PWta t (7.455; ftWfr 

l cay * SnVKi. PMOMMas 

WMmnam i(Mm Saaaad OMrihac 

BmnaaCtvBban 17.49); Bartmv CNw Row 

A Ranted (7.45): Hoahsm v Dauw (7.45); 

ndnlfihWaKMqiv Epsom AMI (7.461; 
EM DlOimM * OwtOA (7.451; HomdxKn * 
SoolhaB {7-45). 

WWOWLihO UC ft-wte rDMdoB: Of* SOP- 

SSeggssnras 

P W i te RM^ CaMevpMHaftwoaaa- 
na ¥ BMtett m Amuo; Haiwni TWm v 
Notfwtett UVI V RKUA ass’^TwSS* 
» faoyWen. Cbaaengi Ctqi ttaoc Bowen Upj 
vOmtHB^iTaoty to ana a**, unem. 

ORMNOBttirasUEIMidarOMiioKaOd- 

OiMrvDBRhatKc Hasnp vCmdqr. MM and 


Cbaan v sarnnartot. (7^*0; DM y Qnat Ytr> 

Touth 17^51: Goriwton v.Ua miij> (7.45); To 

mo vVHMnm (SjO): VMfin v 

U3WW OF 1 WMEK OOMMI Quw Nbmato v 

Cmsw; Rm v Barry; Rfyi v Cmm Boy. 
ROMMS UEAOUC Pionlar DMatbn: Oldham 

V SyTWIhBri affi; SheOMd Wadnamy » Dm- 

^ 17.0. HMt 0 Ute Shafted Util wcomv 
Vy (7.0). Smq<X DMatte; MmcfXMMr CHy « 

SBctaat f T^itw wmqm v Bwntey i7 Jft. ’5 m 
OMM an: cmm « awaartau ffJW, 
*yo H,H«uR wicg coiiaBwnQW pwt dm. 

Mok WwtedvCartfff OjB m CM Km Utti: 

WMMni « odbiiMM (2 j 0) M Ottanham 

NBoancvfL 

Ru^»y Union 

Oth*r sports 

glJWWs Efflfamy World cnampionathpi 
World Qwnplansh«a (Mvictwa. 
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car, but I still had crilidsm and 
negative press. 
pected me to do a 
the beginning, which was difn- 
culL This has lifted a big pres- 
sure from me, like a stone has 
fallen from my heart." 

The victory was doubtless 
better, too, for his having tie* 
feared Schumacher, a contem- 
porary and former team-mate 
m then pre-FI days. He snutetl 
but steadfastly avoided voicing 
any sentiments that might in- 
flame the rivalry all Germany is 
anrirfpiiting. 

The ever cautious Williams 


S e dieted: “We are going to he 
awn off sooner or later," ai« 



year will surely 
Schumacher. Tte German is en- 
couraged by the gradual im- 
provement of the Ferrari, 
particularly in race trim. He had 
three wins last year yet finished 
38 points adrift, of Hill the 
champion. This time, he envis- 
ages a different scenario. “! 
ought not win as many races as 
last year, but I could be duscr 
to the title because it is looking 
more, competitive among the 
top teams," he said. 

He will be hopeful of his first 
win this season on Sunday week 
at Monaco, where Viileneuve 
was ill at ease and never in con- 
tention last season. 

. Chief among Hill’s remain- 
ing ambitions is to win on the 
streets his father mastered nn 
five occasions, and he accepts 
he must wait at least another 
year. A fourth fruitless grand 
prix in the Arrows- Yamaha left 
the Englishman declaring his 
anger and demanding a signif- 
icant improvement by the sum- 
mer, otherwise he would be 
seeking alternative employment 
for 1998. 

“There is a danger you can 
slip into a casual approach," Hin 
said. “I keep reminding myself 
I must avoid that at all costs be- 
cause that would be the slippery 
road to being an also-ran. that 
mustn’t be allowed to happen. 

“I am constantly inquiring 
with Ibm how things are pro- 
ceeding. It’s important for me 
to know what the future is next 
year for the team. I don’t have 
to make a decision for a while, 
bat you have to plan ahead." 
said HU], who believes the fu- 
ture should be mapped out by 
the time of the British Grand 
Prix in mid-July. 

“I very much became a vic- 
tim of not planning ahead 
enough last season, so I am 
making sure that doesn't hap- 
pen this time." 

Frentzen may have nipped in 
the bud any prospect of a return 
to Williams, but all the other 
leading teams must be watch- 
ing developments at Arrows 
with interest. 


Zoeller breaks 
self-imposed 
silence 

Golf 


Fazzy Zoeller, still sim s i UK 
from the uproar over his in- 
sensitive remarks about Tiger 
Wsods. has emerged from fou r 
days oE sedusion contrite h WI 
ready to move on. 

“You take your bumps, \ ou 
take your licks and you get Mn 
and you shake them off and you 

keep on ticking and keep m«v - 

mg forward" said ZoeHer.wlh. 
has apologised w Woods. 'Tt\ 

Zoeller s comments were iln- 
mst he has made since j UM 
Wednesday, when he abruptly 
;™ hdr ew from the Ctta$ 
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sport 


Irani marshalls 
Essex’s talents 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
Glamorgan 210 
Essex 211-5 
Essex win by five wickets 


Roome Irani is dearly a man on 
a mission. Not content with be- 
ing Essex’s top-scorer in their 
first two games of the season, 
he made it three in a row yes- 
terday, leading his team home 
over Glamorgan with an un- 


beaten 82, an inning whose de- 
cisiveness may go some way to- 
wards erasing the memory of a- 
frustrating winter with Eng- 
land With three wickets to 
hoot, be was the deserving win^ 
ner of the Benson and Hedges 
Cold Award. 

Glamorgan have been some- 

Essex — this was thrirfost victory 
over them for five years. Bui u 
the mmgin of success -five wick- 
ets with over ax overs to spare 
- looked comfortable, it spoke 


Bamboozled 
by Brown 


HENRY BIDFELD 

reports from Worcester 
Worcestershire 96 
Warwickshire 97-4 
Warwickshire win by 6 wickets 


The pitch at New Road may 
have allowed the seam bowlers 
too much movement in the 
morning, but not enough to ex- 
plain away Worcestershire's 
collapse to 56 for 9 in the first 
24 overs of the day after they 
had been put into baL 

In an extraoidinaiy first hour 
Dougie Brown, sharing the new 
ball with Allan Donald because 
of Tim Mutton's back injury, re- 
moved Worcestershire’s first 
four batanen for a personal cost 
of 20 runs in 5 3 overs. 

At a lively medium pace he 
brought the ball back into ihe 
right-hander, although there 
was nothing especially devilish 
about any of ft. 

In feet, he began his fust over 
with a deep square leg, a posi- 
tion which became more un- 
derstandable when his first ball, 
a gentle long hop, was dis- 
patched far over the mid-wick- 
et boundary for six by Steve 
Rhodes. 

• In his second over, Philip We- 
ston sliced an off-drive and 
Dominic Ostler held a fine 
catch two-handed low to his 
right in the gully. Graeme Hick 
pushed forward to the next bah 
and survived a loud Jbw appeal 
but later in the over pulled an- 
other long hop for four. 

In Brown's third ewer Rhodes 
tried to cut a baD which was too 
far up and too close to him and 
played on. Tom Moody then 
square drove Donald to the 
point boundary with the shot of 
the day before he also mis- 
judged Brown’s length and was 


Benson and Hedges Cup 

(One-day matches) 

Essex v Glamorgan 

CHEWSTORD: Bum won by five wtekote. 

£s*» MY) toss 

GLAMORGAN 

SP lanes e Roans b Hoe 15 

H Mania c S G Law b Such 67 

A Date c Grayson b ban 17 

•M P Maynard c Hussain b bam 44 

PA Coney c Pnchart b Grayson 9 

G P Butcher c Roiins b tram 4 

tA D Shaw c Grayson b Ion 15 

R D 6 Croft st RoOns b Grayson 11 

S D Thomas run out 13 

S L Wattan c RcAns b llott 1 

OT Parian a Rutonob Grayson 7 

Extras m3 a>4j 7 

Total 1493 overs) 210 

Fait 1-22 2-68 3 141 4-146 5455 6-lfll 
7-180 8-195 9-196. 

BowOng Dan 10-1-38-3; Cowan 10-1-55-0: 
ban 100-423; Such 10-1-33-1; Sayaon B3- 
0-39-3. 

E SSE X 

G A Goocti c lames b Parfdn 16 

■P J Pnchard c Shaw b Thomas — -23 

SG Law c Shaw bThartas -20 

R C ban not out .82 

A P Grayson c Maynard b Dale 12 

D R Law c Shaw b wattan 7b 

TR J Bolins not out 18 

Extras CM wl nb2) 7 

Total (for 5. 43.1 oven) .J3.1, 

FW: 1-29 2-62 3-71 4-95 5-157. 

DU not bat: N Hussain, M C hxr, A P Cow- 
an, P M Such. 

Bowfine WatWn 10-2 271; Parian 5-0-31- 
1: DatelwXJF-i; Thomas 60-60-2: Grefl 10- 
0330; SuEfter 3-1 -0-13-0: USgmart 1-000. 
Umpires: B Dwflaston and A GT Whitehead. 

Gfcmcs v Brttteli Uahmsttles 

BRtsjDU Sonosatanhira won by 122 
ions. 

BrftWi Umwwohfes won mss 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE . 

N J Tramor b Moitte-Jertana 62 

M A lynch c SmRh b Jones 16 

A J Wngv c BaUey b Mamn-janWns — 27 

S YOung c Fort 0 Martin- Jen kins .52 

RJCoralfcbRBStwJ -24 

•MWAJteyneb Martin- Jontans — -3= 

IRC Rosea not out — — — — — “ — 2? 

T H C H a n co c * net out 24 

Extras 0)3 B»5 w5 nD4) — -■*< 

Total (for 6, 50 awn) e 

Fate 1-40 2-103 3-124 4-167 5-229 6-230. 

Wd eat tat M C J Bate A M SmWt, RPDwo. 

BeUtar Menn-JerHons 1*30-57^4; JonralO- 
0-67-1; BoswM 10 - 1 - 620 : ftaOmS I UHM6- 
U CWton 5-0-25-0: Fort 5-0-27-0. 
BRITISH UMVEBSmEU m 

TPHodiwincAlteynebBafl ^3 

E T Stmt e Russa b Hancock 0 

•A Sinai e Russo* bSmitti 

M J Craun c Cunfffe b Bail 13 

wjHnsaewbdaH "J 

J A Fort b Bad 

IT M B Bum c RussbB b Smth -52 

U B A ftashtd c Tranor b Smith 31 

R S C Maran-JenXmE ran out JO 

P S Jones not out f 

SAJ towel cRusseBb Hancock -3 

ErtraaftfiW w3nt)2) - M 

Total (4&1 enmn) 3sa 

« 1-32-fl M8 4-43 S-M *63 7-117 
31419-154. 

Hancocft 9.1-2-34-2: SWUi ftW- 
24-3; Ymm 40-8-0; Bat 10-3-23-4; Dans 
m-2-350; Tianor 50-26-0. . 

. ttnpiruc 0 J Constant and J F Steals. 

Ireland v Mlddteuxx 

OUBUN (CasHe Awaw* MMdteuK. <*«> 

four Mdcots atandfofc require 148 «ik 

on 17.4 mets to beat Intend. Ttxbv:!!^). 

Mdah M tx won gas 

RIBAND 

JD&ny bVfeakes ~ — .75 

W K McCatart c Brown b Fraser .._~„.—17 

OAt»«bTlifheB & 

— -94 

'J OR Benson & Hewitt --20 

ta Panaaon not out ... 7A 

faras»10w3nb4) .--1? 

Total (for 4, BO oware) —281 

W: 1-72 2-137 3-165 4-234. 

WdnotbBtARDurtop.DH8astey.PGG®*- 
spte. G L Ktafcn*. P McCrvm. 


bowled off the inside edge play- 
ing back. 

The mystery so lar was not 
only Brown’s success but Don- 
ald's lack of iL He bowled su- 
perbly from the New Road 
End but, for some strange rea- 
son, was unable to locate the 
stumps or the edge of the baL 
The irony was that, when 
Graeme Welch replaced him. 
Hick mistim ed an on-drive at 
his second baD and was caught 
high up at mid-on. 

In the next over Brown took 
his fifth wicket when David 
Leatherdale cut at a wide one 
and was caught behind. Brown 
finis hed with 5 for 31 from his 
10 overs and the Gold Award. 

It was Gladstone Small who 
ruled out any dramatic Worces- 
tershire recovery by quickly 
picking up the next three wick- 
ets. The last pair of Phil New- 
port and Stuart Lampitt then 
put together a stand of 40, 
which was much the biggest of 
the innings, without any ap- 
parent trouble. 

Rain lengthened the interval 
by almost half an hour and then 
it was the turn of Warwick- 
shire’s batsmen to pay the 
penalty for their carelessness. 
Brown drove, bat away from his 
body, and was caught at first 
slip, Neil Smith glanced and was 
caught behind and David 
Hemp drove and was compre- 
hensively bowled. 

It became 36 for 4 when 
Andy Moles carved at a short 
one from Lampitt and was 
bowled off the under edge 
when it kept low. Trevor Pen- 
ney then joined Ostler and, 
watchfully ax first and then with 
increasing fluency through the 
covers and off their legs, they 
saw Warwickshire home with an 
unbeaten stand of 61 in 17 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


BowCnte Fraser 10-3-34-1; Cot* 9-0-71-0: 
Hewn 10-0-53-1; Ufeetas 10-04 7-1; Tirinefl 

6-0-37-1; DlAcT) 50-2941 
lUDOLESEX 

P N Wastes c GflQspta b Heastoy — 24 

p E wenogs itw b Cnajo 23 

MR Ramprahash Sw b Cnaqe — _34 

■M W Gatongc and b Benson 23 

J C Pooley b Benson : 11 

fK R Brown net out 2 

K P Dutch st Pauercon b Moftns 1 

Extras (Elio *6) 16 

Total (tar 6, 3X2 nail 134 

FMfc 1-462-69 3-104 4-126 5133 6-134. 
To bnfc J P HawKL ARC Fraeur, p C B Tutaei, 
S J Ox*. 

Bowtng (to date}: Gftespto 6-0-22-0; McCram 
6-0-21 -Of Heastey 5-0-23-1; CrorPa 7-033- 
X Motors 52-0-15-1; Benson 3-0-10-2- 
Unpfrnte J W Holder and A A Jones- 

Lancssbii-e v Yorkshire 

OLD TOAFTORO:^ YMraMra ant 43 tar 0 off 
U15 ovws. Today: 1L0. 

LancasWe won ross 
YORKSHIRE 

-D Byas not out — -15 

MD Mown not out 20 

'Extras 0b4w4) B 

Total (for 0, lOS owes) - ., . 43 

To bat M P vswghan. B PBrtar, a McGrath. 
C White, tR J BMtw, D Gough. P J Hartley, 
C E W Sdwraod. R D Stamp. 
LANCASHIRE: J E R ObUsh. A Alhsnon, 
1 ? Crawtoy. N H Frattrattier, G D Lteyd, fW 
K Hegg, I D Ausm, GVbtas, RJ (iwn, GCnep- 
ple. P J Mardn. 

Umpirwa: R Artan and R A tMtae. 

Irtcoa te raMw) v Scotland 
IBCESIEIb Ijrieastsxrt** wm by 178 RBM. - 
Scotland won toss 
LEICESTERSHIRE 

D L Maddy c Hurttett b UManison 97 

I J Sutcttfec Dawes b Wnamson _.^9 

■J J Wtxtahsr b Btein 

VJ WHs b Strtndi 19 

A Habib e Smflt) b Slain 53 

J M Dolan c Lockhart b Htatact 28 

tP A Nun not out 11 

G I MaemBan not out 16 

Extras <tt>4 w5 rto28) 37 

Total (for B, SO pworaJ.-.. 371 

FH: 1-159 2-182 3-229 4-283 5338 5339. 
DU not bate D J MWS. MTBmson, A D Mrt- 
latey. 

Bawtev Btero B-CV82-2: Hwflratt 10-1-75 
1; Stamm 9-0-61-1; Gcwrtay 50*34-0; 
Wlkamson 10-0-61-2: Goran lCW)-53-0. 
SCOTLAND 

*1 l Pulp c Maddy b web 35 

BMW Paneraon b Daton -36 

D R LoeUwt b Drtmt 7 

M I Smith b Wells — 6 

J G WBomson c Mm bVltefc 10 

8 Gourtey tew b Maddy 16 

t A G Darios not out 35 

J W Goran notout -22 

Extras Mill wll nb4] ..26 

Total (for 6. 50 oners) .. 193 

Fate 1-76 2-91 3-97 4-102 5-123 6-135. 
DU not bab G P HurttntL P D Stftndl. i A R 
Btein. 

BowM: Mula|y 8-1-29-0; Mflrre 7-1-25-0; 
Weis mi-353; Deten 50-16-2; Brtmm 10- 
1-26-0; Maddy 7-1-23-1: MastWan 3-028* 
0- 

Uraptrae J H Harts and T E Jesty. 

Minor Counties v Derbyshire 
lAKHWAM: Doriwshlra, with oi^twtek- 
ets stwdlne, n«n 81 nos off 18 wets 
to boot Moor Counties. Today: UJL 
Owfijsrtra won mss 

MINOR COUNTIES 

SJ Detmc Krfkftan b kfotertm 7 

W laddrsc Jones b Malcolm .*0 

JPJ SyhGEterbDeFnatas — — ^7 

«l Coctoan u Dean 30 

M A Fel D Roberts —67 

R N Dalton B Hams MM—— ..—76 
SVlauoatnotout — i-y— — — — 43 

JMFWdtegcCtedraBlWwre -1 

N V Radlort not out 10 

Bdrtt CM wUl— — — - "jg 

THal/for 7, SO own)— —286 
FWt 1-82-9 3*31 4-97 5-173 6-229 7-232 
DU not bat: M A Start, 79 J fofiftolaon. 
BmWJtxcDeFtwrao 10-2-25-1; MMcrtm 10- 
Dean 10674; 


DERBYSHIRE 

K J BameB c Mchoison b FbO 28 

C J Adams not out — SS 

□ E Malcolm c lartas b Fairing 13 

•D M Jonw not out — -20 

Extras Ob4w0) 10 

Tnrat (tor 2, 32 ovara) 166 

Fate 1-99 2-112. 

To bat P AJ DeFredas, G A Khan, VPCtaita, 
tKM NMen, G M ftobena, A J Hans. K J Dean. 
Bowflne (to dHs): Radfonl 80*29-0; Sharp 

7-1-2SO; Drtton 3-0-31-0; Fielding 7-0-40- 
1; Fel 4-0-19-1; Lsudst 3-O-lB-O. 
Ihripirrac B J Mejer and B LeadBentar. 

NottbitfUBaUre v Durham 

TRENT BRBX3E: Nottlnchaaishira. wtth se*>- 
eo wlcfcets stnncSng, rtxjaJrn 1S7 runs off 
24 ovsrs to beat Dorham- Today: 110. 
Diatom non fora 
DURHAM 

J JB Laws tew b Archer 38 

P D Co&T&woa b Batts -49 

M A Rosebenyst Noon b Bates -22 

C Boon not out . — — —64 

NJ Speak c Noon bPIcfc 31 

tM P SpM0K b Evens — 7 

M M Betts not out 5 

Extras 0b8 wG> — 14 

Total (for S, 50 ovens) 230 

Rate 1-82 2-96 3-122 4-207 5-219. 

DU not bob J Boing. N KSteen. S J £ Brown, 
A Water. 

BaUbi£ bens 10-1-40-1; Px* 8-1-43-1; Tol- 
ley 9-0-40-0; Dorarun 5-0-250; Bates 10- 
0-40-2: Archer B- 134-1. 


M P Dowman c Spegn b Kleen 16 

R T Robinson c Spoilt b Bens 10 

G F Archer not out - -34 

*P Johnson b BoM>« 21 

PR Patent mx ox ID 

Extras CD2wl) _3 

Total (for 3. 28 mm) 94 

Fate 1-13 2-39 3-78. 

To bat: N A Gks, C M Tolley. tW M Noon, K P 
GnvE. RTBatas. RAPich. 

Booting (to data): Brown 6-0-20-0: Bens 7- 
3-23-1; KMeen 7-0-26-1; Botfno B-O-23-E 
UmpiraE J C BaUerstone and HD BM. 

Surrey v Kent 

THE OVAL: Kara woo by four wtakata. 

MM non toss 
SURREY 

A D Brown e Eaffram 0 Homing 25 

tA J SmraRiui out 51 

B C Hodoate b Homing 30 

I DKSHsDuiybi Marsh b Strang 14 

G P Thorpe b WHs b EMham 47 

U A Butcter c Strang b Remrtg 1 

N Shahid b Strang ---3 

*A J Hotooaha c Marsh b Haadtay J2 

CClanwcEateam bRamlng 33 

M P Bxteen c Marsh b naming 13 

J E Bertemm n« out *0 

Extras m IbS w2 nb6) 17 

Total (48JS ovorvj — — 2S7 

Mb 1-682-108 3-126 4-126 5-128 6*135 
7.1918-222 9-257. 


Boating: UcCa&e UWMl-O; Headley 10- 
1-47-1: Eateem 1WJ-59-1; Fleming 9^1- 
54-5: Strang 10-2-27-2, 

KENT 

M V Ftenang c stewert b Lmris 19 

M J Watoar c and b Saedaiy -^6 

TRWartBwbBertartn 42 

A PWefocStanerth Bavarian —40 

GR Cowdrey c A Hottoeke B Bw#lWn ~47 

M A Edtoam not out 19 

N J Uong b A Hoteoate 6 

PA Strang not out — — ~3 

Extras (MO w4 rtUB) 30 


Total (torB, SO own} Jf SS 

Fate 1-44 2-1343-136 4-2325241 5250. 
DU not hot: *+S A March. M J McCague, D 
WHeedey. 

Bonding: BWnel 7-1-550; Leras 5-031-1; 
B HoUoaf* 9-0-50-0; A HoBoaha 9-CK37-1; 
Sataburv 10-1*31-1; Berranvi 10-0-4S-3. 
Umpires: J D Bond end V A Holder. 

Sussex v Hatnpstelro 

HOVE; Sosax won by 49 raoa. 

HampsWnt won toss 
SUSSEX 

KfteeafleMtewbUdBi 39 

V C Drataa c Aymes b Connor 

N R foytor b Stephenson 22 

NJ Lenham h Sleptittison — — — — ^0 

CWJAJhay runout —66 

K Heart) bw b Udal — 6 

*tP Moores iw out — - -IS 



Saints rule out 
Gibbs' return 


volumes about the way Irani 
fashioned Essex's victory, after 
they had plunged ta 95 for 4 with 
Gooch, Prichard and Stuart Law 
all back in the pavilion. 

With Nasser Hnssain un- 
likely to bai after injuring his 
neck diving in the field, Irani's 
was a complex role which cn- 
tnijed the careful marshalling of 
first Danny Law then Robert 
Rollins. Pressure can some- 
times compromise a player's 
natural game but Irani has 
learnt his lessons well and 
Glamorgan, particularly the 
bustling Darren Thomas, were 
flayed off bade foot and front 

Thomas has plenty of pace 
and, by the look of the beauty 
he removed Law with, plenty of 
skill, too. However, there is a 
waywardness (hat makes Devon 
Malcolm look like Richard 
Hadlee. Yesterday be erred on 
the short side and his six overs 
cost 60 runs. 

Mind you, there was little cir- 
cumspection with the bat by 
Glamorgan, who were put in. 
Even the normally sedate Hugh 
Moms, as cautions a driver as ex- 
ists among lefi-handeis, put his 
foot down, twice carting sixes as 
Essex overpiiched. With a dou- 
ble century in his last Champ- 
ionship match, he is in fine 
fettle. An Allan Donald bounc- 
er may have dented his skull, bin 
his confidence is unaffected. 

Havinglost both Steve James’ 
and. .Adrian Dale inside 15 
oveis, the latter to a swirling 
catch by PauJ Grayson at mid- 
wicket, Morris continued his as- 
sault, helping to add 73 in 15 
overs with his captain, Matthew 
Maynard, whose own brutal 
contribution included two huge 
mid-wicket hoicks for six into 
the old hospital. 

While these two were to- 
gether, a total of 300 or more 
looked possible and Essex's re- 
lief was palpable when Stuart 
Law ran in to catch Morris after 
be top-edged a sweep off Peter 
Such. 

The dis miss al appeared to set 
off a chain reaction not un- 
known among Welsh sheep, as 
the remainder of the side, be- 
ginning with Menard, returned 
to their pen at regular intervals. 
Essex fought back well, with 
three of their bowlere, llott. 
Ijrani and Grayson, each taking 
three w doetsr- - — 

There were five dismissals, in- 
dudmg two neat stampings, for 
Rollins, who, curiously, played 
with a finger still apparently 
fractured. In the end, Glamor- 
gan’s total, despite an early 
bout of Essex hiccups, was sim- 
ply not robust enough to survive 
the middle-order onslaught led 
by Irani. 



Russell ruffles 


Tim Lamb, the England Crick- 
et Board's chief executive, yes- 
terday refuted claims made by 
Jack Russell that Lord’s have 
“dragged their heels" in deal- 
ing with a row surrounding the 
publication of controversial ex- 
tracts from the Gloucestershire 
and England wicketkeeper’s 
forthcoming autobiography. 

In the first extract from “Jack 
Russefi Unleashed” published in 
a tabloid newspaper yesterday, 
the former chairman of selectors 
Ray Illingworth is accused of 
poor -man-management, -and 
there is criticism of Mike Ather- 
ton and Graham Gooch. 

Further articles are planned, 
with the subject matter almost 
certainty the Devon Malcolm af- 
fair of 18 months ago and the 
events surrounding Russell's 
virtual inactivity in Zimbabwe 
and New Zealand this winter. 

Lord’s officials had advised 


Russel] that changes needed to 
be made to the content of his 
book, due in the shops in a fort- 
night's time. But RusseD has de- 
cided to press on regardless. 

Russell, 31, claims Lord's 
had copies of the manuscript in 
time to ask for changes, but did 
nothing. Yesterday be threat- 
ened legal action if Lord’s try to 
ban or fine him on a charge of 
bringing the game into disrepute 
or being in breach of contract. 

Lamb said yesterday: “The 
Board will Jookat today’s article 
and subsequent articles and if 
there are any concerns then the 
matter will be referred to the 
Board’s discipline committee." 
Lamb added that Russell had 
been in contact with Tbity Brown, 
the Board’s administration sec- 
nelary and the man responsible 
for vetting books by players. 

The new chairman of selec- 
tors, David Graveney. is caught 


Rugby League 

DAVEHADRELD 

The St Helens coach, Shaun 
McRae, has poured cold water 
on the prospect of Scon Gibbs 
returning from rugby union to 
play in Saturday’s Challenge 
Cup final Saints have sounded 
out Swansea about the possi- 
bility of releasing Gibbs for the 
re-run of last sextan’s Wembley 
confrontation, in which the 

Welshman played. 

St Helens have held on to 
Gibbs’ rugby league registration 
despite bis £250,000 move back 
to union last August, and he 
would he a tempting alternative 
if Alan Hunie loses his race to 
recover from a hamstring tear. 

"It was a bright idea that 
someone came up with, but we 
have been informed by his dub 
that they won't release him," 
McRae said. “I have since been 
told that Scott himself wants to 
play. If he could persuade 
Swansea to release him it might 
be a different matter, but we still 
would not be certain to do it. 

"There is no doubt that he is 
a good 1 player, but it would be 
a lot to ask and I have to think 
about the effect on the rest of 
the squad." 

McRae hopes to make a de- 
cision on Huntc's fitness to- 
morrow, but will leave it until 
later in the week if necessary. 


Brendan Hill arguably the 
game’s heaviest play er, will be 
able to add hs weight ta Hunskt's 
cause in the Hate final at Wem- 
bley. HiD was placed on report in 
Sunday’s game against Doncast- 
er, but the League has ruled that 

he has no case to answer. 

lire Hunsiei player-coach. 
David Plange. has a cast re- 
moved from an ankle ligament 
injury tomorrow and hopes to he 
fit toplay against Hull KR in the 
first final of the new competition, 
which will be played as a curtain- 
raiser on Saturday. 

The London Broncos arc 
confident that Shaun Edwards 
has not cracked a rib, os was 
originally feared after the vic- 
tory over Leeds on Sunday 
night. Edwards should be tit to 
play at Wigan, the club at which 
he spent 13 years, on ¥ May. 

Oldham have transfer-listed 
the Great Britain lour loose- 
forward, David Bradhurv, at 
£200,000. Bradbury has told 
the club's new directur of foot- 
hall Dob Lindner, that he is un- 
settled and cannot give them his 
full commitment. 

Au&ralia wfl] play their three 
SupeT League Tests against 
Great Britain at Wjmbley on I 
November, Old Trafford on the 
8th and EUand Road rat the 
1 6th. Four club games - against 
(he London Broncos and the' top 
three other Super League sides 
-will complete the itinerary. 


David Boon, the Durham captain, hits out during his innings of 64 not out as Durham 
made 230 for 5 in their Benson and Hedges match at Nottinghamshire yesterday. The 
home side were 94 for 3 when rain stopped play Photograph: Neil Simpson/Em pics 


Scarlets put Evans 
on target for tour 


’s feathers 

3 in the middle of the controveT- 
s Sy. As well as being a former 

- team-mate and captain of Ros- 

- sell’s at Gloucestershire, he is 
the general secretary of the 

s Cricketers' Association, 
l He said on Radio 5 Live yes- 

1 terday: “I suppose my person- 

- al view as an individual is ft 
j saddens me that Cricketers 
f should make comments about 
i other ones, but if ft is seen in a 

constructive light then. .. the ar- 
; gument for it is freedom of 
: speech. The players’ union asan 
f association will if Jack wantsus 
i to, represent him in anyway be 
: will be properly represented. 

’ “We will have to wait and see 
I the ECB's reaction. Its timing is 
, not ideal, with the ECB formrig 

- its new era, and new people lie 
: myself have been appointed" 

■Tony Pigptt. the former Sus- 

- sex bowler, has been confirmed 
t as the county’s chief executive. 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Fran Cotton and the rest of the 
Lions management team will 
not know whether to celebrate 
or squirm tonight as Ieuan 
Evans, the record-breaking 
Welsh wing, drags his battered 
bo tty into the public arena fol- 
lowing the latest in an appar- 
ently endless line of injuiy 
setbacks. If past experience is 
anything to go by, Cotton 
should consider bribing the rest 
of the UaneQi backs to keep the 
ball as far away as possible 
from their popular skipper. 

A shortlisted candidate for 
the Lions captaincy. Evans has 
played only twice since twang- 
ing a hamstring during his coun- 
try's Five Nations defeat in 
Paris. Calf muscle problems 
have complicated his prepara- 
tions for Lhe summer set-to in 
South Africa and there are still 
lingering feats over the slate of 
his fragile shoulders. 

He has. however, successful- 
ly completed a rigorous off-pitch 
recovery schedule and now feels 


SPORTING DIGEST 


PW Jama not ou 42 

N C PhltepB rw out 0 

Extras (b2 Itd4 w9 nMT 23 

Total (for 7, 50 orare) — 232 

Ftote 1-22 2-60 340 449 5-U7 6-144 7- 
231. 

DM not bob A A Khan, M A Rotaun. 
Bowflns Connor 10-0-61-1; Rer&hm 10 - 0 - 
47-0; James 100460; Stephenson 10-1-34- 
2 ; Udal 10 - 1 * 28 - 2 . 

HAMP5HKE 

J S Laney b Jane 13 

M L Hayden c Robsnon b PhWps 44 

R A Smith c Moores 0 JarwS 2 

M teach oTayior b Robinson 11 

S D Udal tun out 0 

W S Konaali b Khan 2 

*J P Stephenson nn out — 65 

tAN AynttsbKhon 15 

KD James HMD Khan 10 

C A Oonnor b Jams 2 

S J Rsnshaw not dux 2 

Extras (bl ibS m 6 nb2J 17 

Total (47a own) ■ TOT 

Rate 1-14 2-22 3 52 4-53 5-59 6-119 7-159 
8-173 9-1T9. 

Boutin* jms 9-3*30-3; Dirties 8J-0-31-0; 
Robinson 10-1-19-1; Khsn 10-131-3: None! 
3-0-22 0: Phtips 7-041-1. 

Umpires: A Oaitaan and K E Prtmor. 

WoKMtersUro v Warwteks 

WORCESTER: Warwickshire woo by ah 
wickets. 

HtorMEMtfie won less 
WORCESTERSHIRE 

W P C WBGton c Penney b Brown .6 

tS J RhooeG b Brown — ..7 

G A Hick c Giles b Which 8 

•T M Moody b Brown 7 

K R Spiro® Ibw b Brown .0 

V S Sotanfci c teles 0 Smal — 14 

DA Leathertafee nperb Braun 0 

G R Haynes c Ostler b SiraR 10 

S R Lamp® c Donald b teles .......... 23 

R J Ottoman b Small ... .0 

P J Newport not txx 15 

Bdros (U2 mil ...... E 

Total OTJL ewa) 96 

Fall: 1-13 2-20 3^28 4-28 5-32 6-33 7-52 

8-56 9-56. 

Bortbe Donald 9.5-&-2D-0; Brown 10-0-31- 
5; Wrtdt 8-2-18-1; Smffl &0-1S3: GIGS 12- 
0-5-1; Smith 1-0-1-Q. 

WARWOStStE 

0 R Brown c Moody b Newport 3 

NUK Smith e Rhodes blirnprt ..>,,11 

>A J Males b Lampm 5 

D L Hemp b Newport 0 

D P OsUfir not out ST 

T L Penney not out 33 

Extras (w6 nb2) B 

Total (for 4, 302 owrs} 97 

Fate 1-82-18 3-19 4-36. 

DU not Int: G WMdl. tN J Peer. A F Gfos. 

GCSmaL AADonaUL 

Bowing: Newoct 1 2-23-2; CtEcrrwn 6-0-27- 

0: Lamoffi 7-3-17-2; Haynes B-l-IM: 
Loatherarte 32-1-12-0. 

Umpires D R Shepherd and J H Hampshire. 

Starting today 

BAIN HOGG TROPHY (One dajr, 11.0)! 
BaMoa CC: Durham v Lancashire. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Tbe minutes Ryan Giggs has 
spent.on - the pitch in Man* 
dhester United’s last four 


jury is a’ groin strain; should 
befitto start .the first of unit- 
ed's final four Premiership 
games inrme days at Laces^ 
ter City on Satuntey morning. 


Corretja’s rise 
puts Henman 
down to IB 

Tennis 

Tuv Henman, the British No 1, 
has dropped one place io 16 ia 
the world rankings, while Greg 
Rusedski remains at 40. 

Henman has gone down be- 
cause Alex Cbnetja of Spain, ^ who 
reached the final of the Monte 
Carlo Open, has moved up to 13. 
Both Henman and Rusedski, in- 
active lately after injuries, hope 
to return within two weeks. 

Rusedski intends to play in 
Hamburg next week and Hen- 
man al (he Italian Open in Rome 
a week later. Mark Fetchey is the 
only other British man in the lop 
200 in the world rankings, at 191, 
while Chris Wilkinson is 206 and 
Andrew Richardson is 234. 

Steffi Graf, who has been out 
for three months, has con- 
firmed she will put her knee to 
the test in the German Open in 
Berlin, which starts on 12 May. 

Judith Wiesner, 31, Austria's 
world No 17, will retire at the 
end of the year. She has been out 
with a virus since mid-March. 


Syed provides 
consolation 

Table tennis 

Matthew Syed gained a conso- 
lation point as England were 
beaten 3-1 by Sweden in the las! 
16 of the men's team event at 
the world championships in 
Manchester yesterday. 

Syed, dropped from No 1 to 
No 3 in a tactical ploy, won 
17-21, 21-19, 21-17 against Pe- 
ter Karlsson, who struggled^ 
combat Lhe leading English 
player’s heavy chop defence. 

Soren Ahfen, the England 
coach, played Syed lower in the 
order because the former world 
champions, Jan-Ove WaJdner 
and Jorgen Persson, were ex- 
pected to beat whoever they 
played. 

His decision was proved cor- 
rect as WaJdner beat Carl Pre- 
an 24-22, 21-1 7, and Alan Cooke 
21-14, 21-16, while Persson also 
defeated Cooke 21-16, 21-9. 


BuebaP 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: SoatDe 2 Tonoo 1: 
Bosun 13 Brtbmora 7: Nm YttK YonlMS 7 
Ctucago wtwB Sm 1: Mfmrtee 6 OwtaKl 
5; Teas 7 Mmnesora 3; Kansas cm? 70ak- 
land 1; Anatttsn 8 Detroit 5. 

NATIONAL USAOUE: Atlanta 2 San Drop Cr. 
MV? brings); New York Ales 5 Moraraf 3; 
St lows 6 Colorado 2: Pmstwfli 7 CMaeo 
Cubs 0; San Francisco 3 Houston 2: Fknda 
4 uk Angeles 3. 

Basketball 

I Micfiart Jordan scored 55 points ind 

totally dominated the taurtfi quarts as 
the cwcagjBuBs Deal the wsningwssiv 
ingtor Buflets 109-104 to take a 2-0 
lead in the NBA ptayeff series. The 3iiis 
. can complete their sixth Eastern Con- 
ference fust-round sweep n seven years 
wilti a win Tomorrow m Washm^on's fust 
home play-off game for nine years. 
EASTERN CONFB&NCE: Marm 104 Ortare 
do 87 (Miami leads oaH-of-flve series 3-0): 

C7M^tt>109Hbsrw«Knl<M(Oi( 

best-of-flra senes 2-0; Denrw 93 
fbesr-oT-fluB series ded 1-U. 

WESIBW CONFERENC& LA Lrtes 1D7 tat* 
land 93 (Los Arigaes leads MssoT-Ac se- 
ries 2-0>; Seatoe 122 Fhoern 78fbestoF6ve 
series bed 1-U. 

Football 

An overweight but skilful Diego 
Maradona made a successful reap- 
pearance as the Rest of the Wbrfd XI 
came back from 2*0 down to beat Eu- 
rope 4-3 in a benefit game for Jean- 
Marc Bosman m Barcelona on Sunday: 
Only 2.000 fens were present in the 
Olympic stadium to see the former Ar- 
gentinian world Cup captain, who re- 
cently announced Ins return to Boca 
Juniors. Maradona played for an hour 
before being substituted. 

SUMMITS UTE RESULTS: Froncb League 
Pans St German 5 (Lota 38. 70. 79. 88. 
CsuaB5)NoeO.Perti«ie«i*a*ircSpon- 
mg Lisbon 2 Vltona Seurtal 1: Boovttta 7 Gd 
lAcentt 0. World Cap Ooocacaf zona Iftnl 
round (Vtoncouvai}: Canada 0 Jamaea 0. 
Wortd Cup Mrtean Zona Group Dm (Om- 
SpfoogpoX Burhma Faso 1 iZori® 76? Njga- 
rio2 (Debaro og 40, Amuntoe Sai. Qreup 
Time Oittrtt, toga*: Zara l (Tranba 25) Soun 
Africa 2 iWnxnalo 71, LSasroga 71]. Mfoor 
Loa^ra SoeeoR Tampa Bay Mutiny 2 


Loa^w Soeean Tampa Bay Mutiny 2 
Kansas Gty VMzarda 2 (Tampa Bay wn sfxxx- 
ouf 4-3). 

Golf 

New Zealander Rank Nobilo, healthy 
again after rmstenous wnst mjunes. 
claimed the biggest wm of his career 
by overtaxing Brad Faxon in a playoff 
in the Greater Greensboro Chrysler Oas- 
sic on Sunday Nobilo sank a par pun 
from seven feet at the first extra hole 
for victory after the pair had tied at 
14-under-par 274 on the waterlog^d 
Forest Oaks coutse. “Given the nature 
of what's happened the last six or sev- 
en months, this is probably the one l‘m 
always going to remember,' NoHosald 
0fhafirsU^PGAlbrvlC8XKfcrw4tich 
he received $342,000 (£213.000) and 
Jumped to 17th on this year's money 
list. Although TechncaEN a tour rookie. 
Nobto fee narttened 3b-year-ok) cam- 
paigner wfe liva wins on the European 
Tour, where he has obiyed most Of hs 
gaff far the past decade. 

GREATER GREENSBORO CHRYSLER CLAS- 
SIC (Crairtroro. Nam Caratera) nm 
xcorax (US onlau xtaudj: 274 F NoUb 
(NZ) 69 69 69 87, 8 Faxon 67 70 65 72 
(Not*) won pkndT wah oar at first extra hole). 
276 KTiipfetl 676969 70.27*84(1*9* 
72 68 6769: RDomwi 66 72 67 71. 277 
D Unb 72 69 69 67. 278 M Saidly 68 68 
71 71; T Kite 87 68 57 7a 279 M OMeara 
72 67 73 67; P Mdnlson 71 66 70 70; R 


Metnate 72 66 69 72; E Eb (SA) 60 68 67 
74. 280 L dements TO 72 87 71. 283. 5 
Verptank 72 67 72 70; FFtinfc 69 69 72 71; 
Jim Fink 70 72 68 71; C Rdsb 70 71 68 
72; P StantowsM 69 68 69 75. 282 S Ap- 
pleby (Aim 70 72 71 69: D Moron 89 72 
71 70; B Gabergjr 70 70 69 73; J Adams 

71 B7 70 74; G Day 72 68 69 75; J Kcfly 
68 69 68 77. Selected: 283 N CEaW UapanJ 

68 71 68 76. 284 H Sasata (Japan) 89 70 

69 76. 288 J Panwuk (Swi 72 70 71 73; 
PTaiaurarttl (NZ) 71 69 71 75. 288 V Sm0> 
IFiyi 69 69 71 79. 289 S L£e (GHJ 66 77 

72 74; S EMnffon lAusI 67 71 75 76. 2B1 
H Kase Uapan) 73 70 71 77. 282 R Alar- 
con [Me*) 73 69 73 77. 

EUROPEAN ORDER OF MERIT (after the 
Spanish Open): 1 E Ds (SA) £157,017; 2 
M A Mkui (Sp) £126.728; 3 R Green (Aus) 
£121^60; 4 I Woosnam IW3D £104.056. 
S M James lEnfl £102,161; 6 J M Otaatal 
(Spl £94^30; 7 P Braafittin (Eng) £93^89; 
8 C Wtnefera ISA! £84^66: 9 P Mttctel (Big) 
£73309; 10 J Van de Velde (Frt £68^76 
11 M Jonsm Owe) £68321: 12 I GanMo 
(Spi £65,894; 13 J Cocares IN0 £63,473; 
14 P loratd (Aus) £637244: 15 M Lonaffd 
£62,013; 18 W RBw (Aus) £61.404, ITS 
Cos (Enfl) £60.196; 18 P HartnOon (hi) 

, 19 E Romero (Arg £57,707, 20 

R Chapman (Eng) £57,369. 

US PGA TOUR LEAOMG MONET WHNERS 
(US tudoc stated): 1 S BMnjaon (Aus) 
*13)63.193: 2 T Woods 966.350: S M 
OUeera 900^43; 4 S Faxon 616,420; 5 J 
Psmmet (Swe\ 771,730; 8 P Startarartd 
638.096; 7 S Hocn 633^35: 8 N Pnce (Zhlfl 
617.440: 9 S Appleby (Aus) 576/496; 10 S 
Jones 504^90; U C Starter 465476; 12 
T Lehman 480,821; 13 P Mckelson 46S.193; 
14 T Totes 452.659; 15 T Kite 42L958; IB 
JCooA dl0468: 17 F MX*) (NZ) 3 TU70: 
18 B Andrade 352.701; 1ft M Bradley 
345321; 20 MCaksweccna 343361- 
Greg Norman reined his world No 1 
ranking with his second place finish in 
the Spanish Open on Sunday, Just one 
week after he taa It to the American fom 
Lehman. The Australian lost the Span- 
ish Open In a playoff against Britain's 
Mark James, a Ryder Cup player who 
climbed foto the top 100 hi 91st place. 
The new positions released yestenfcw had 
the tonner worid No 1, Nfck Pnce or Zim- 
babwe, improving ora place to that!, 
above Steve EBdngton of Australia. 
LEADING WORLD RANKMGS: 1G Norman 
(Aus) 1029 prttvsaietae^ 2 T Lehman 9JI7; 
3 N Price 6Brrt a96: 4 S Bhnfcon (Aus) 6.79: 
5 T Woods 8. 73: 6 c Momavnena iGBI 8.68: 
7 E Ds ISA) 8J7; 8 M CTMoora 74M; B M 
Ozrtd Uaoeni 7.77; 10 P Mktetaon 7J39. 

|C 9 hockey 

STANLEY CUP Ptay-oMK Eastern Confer* 
oaoa; DetnM 3 St Louis 1 (Oetralt nftis aesr- 
Df-seien zerios 4-21. Wostom Oonferan w e 
Dsfl» 3 Edmonm 2 foea-W-wren series aeo 
J-3); Artttttiffl 3 Phortw 2 WO (befl-rtw 
en series nett 3-3). 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Turiul, Fin]: 
Pool B: Italy 5 Lsmb. 4. (HoMnU): Pool A 
GemttnjrlRrtsob. 

LaoMM 

Scotland began their preBamme in the 
women’s World Cup In Tokyo yesterday 
with an Impressive 9-4 victory over 
Japan. Heidi Cohu hit a hat-tuck, and 
there were two goals from Susan war- 
ren and AH Gibb and one each from 
Amanda McKie and Kirsten Dotg. 
WOMEN'S WORLD CUP (Tokyo, JqMdfc 
Scotland 9-a Japan; Australia ota Canada; 

W3te2USA13. 

Rugby League 

SUPER LEAGUE: Catena taders 30 Perth 
10: Breom Broncos 34 Cmenuy Bittriop 

Snooker 

EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Shoftteld) soeond round: K Dctteny ftl) K 
S Dans fEnp ia-3; j Pamo (En0 M A Hart* 
ton (Eng) 13-11. 


the need for some meaningful 
action, hence his presence in" the 
Scarlets' side at Newbridge this 
evening. 

Cotton and company will re- 
ceive fitness bulletins from n 
number of other injured tourists 
today, including NeQ Jenkins of 
Pontypridd. The Welsh full- 
back has made such a rapid re- 
covery from the fractured arm 
he sustained during last month’s 
championship game with Eng- 
land that he was planning to at- 
tend a coaching clinic organised 
by Dave Aired, the Lions' kick- 
ing technician, at Northampton 
tins morning. So too was Gre- 
gor Tbwnsend, the Scottish cen- 
tre who completed only 25 
minutes of the Saints’ match 
with Wasps at the weekend. 

One marksman whose fu- 
ture remains in the balance is 
Jon CaSard, the Bath frill-back. 
Newport have foiled to lure 
one of their favourite old boys 
back to Rodney Rtrade because 
of a six-figure asking price. Am- 
bitious wbreester are also in lhe 
hunt, having offered Cailard a 
lucrative contract us player- 
coach. 


Speedway 

PRBWISt LEAGUE CUP: Benwck 49 GUk 0 » 
ALPo rt pp—teSatevEantiuitat; Arena Es- 
sex v Otfort ftvatertoffled tracks); Newcastle 
44 Hid 46. 

Table Tennis 

WORLD OWWOWWPS ( Mte lCfta ottc). ' (ate 
toctad rewrite): Mac ton hW (ten 16): 
SwadanS England JL iSwerfsn names fin*: 

0- 0 wanner Bt C Prom 24-22 21-17; J Rere* 
son H A CkxAe 21-16 21 9: P Kamson tel 
» M Sfeo 21-17 19-21 17-21; WMner 01 
Cooto 21-14 21161. CMreoiy 2 (Stetfa 3). 
Broup It: Sawto-ttaRsdartm 3 ScottMM 
1. (Bosnia names Una}: (t Hoctac bt K Room 
21-17 21- 1JX E Hadac tel to E Watoer is - >i 
16-21; M Ha&whK tit G Qmey 21-16 21-16 
Hodao tt Wafcrr 21-11. 21-18). &oup C 
(Stage 2)i Bufearte 3 WWm 0 IN So I ao- 

18 R JcnteB 21-11 21-17: I Brayanoir tit S 
Wttd 21-17 21-16; K Trtavanov bt A Robert 
son 21-17 21-13. Group Q (SfeftB Tfi tea 
food 3 Swttuoffand 2 (Artand names few it 
Stem M 1 Jeoc 21-6 16-21 219, j Co»*« 
lost a T Miller 16-21 1821; S SpMman fa-j 
U> JSrttor 10-21 9-21; Stem bt LHKr 1&-? 
21-17 21-19; Cowan Dt Jedc 21-1 7 21- V 
QuartaMlnafc CMm but Swadu 3-L 
WOMEN: Tam araat«wrt4tmlR North Kc 
rw 3 South Korea 0. CNm 3 Gammy C 
Croup E {PoaHfona 33-38): Indanarta - 
Wafoa 1 KnAmesu names d nO: (F Vakm 
ks n B Demon 21-16 15-21 17-21: R D«>* 
ana bl N WAams 21-9 21-8; P Hiubuan I 
D Oavws 21-15 21 -17: Opoyarti bt Daumo 
21-9 21-8). (PoaWona 17 to 20): Fiwko 
E ngland 1 (French nans (Erst. 1 : (A ttodeau I 
L Radford 21-19 21 -13; S Pmsom tet to 
Low 17-21 2022: A PaiuibtN Deaton 21 I 
2022 21-15; Bateau bt Lcwer 21-19 21 U 
Catafocy 2 Group K (5tafa It Vamoua! 

3 Scotland 0 a Ferae bt L ftabb 21 9 21. 

N Aporaro M 5 Hixiy 1921 21 11 21-10. 
Ramos ta L Anderson 23-25 2116 21-15 

Tennis 

Michael Chang won lus fourth mJe 
the year and 30th of he career on Su 
day whet he Triumphed over Sou 
African Grant Stafford In the US Ci. 
Court Champcnshtps. The top-seed: 
Chang, ranked third In the worid. nee 
ed roe hour and 44 minutes to ovf 
come the unseeded Stafford -5-6 6 

5- L Chang rose to No 2 in the ATP Tc 
wsrid lartori^ wfeefi were pubtehed y* 
terday. He has won 21 of ha last : 
matches tins year, the only loss m V 
stretch coming id Speln's Sag Bru&* 
in Key Btscayne last momfi. 

lEADHKt ATP TOUR RANKMCS: 1 P So 
mas (US.) 5. mas: 2 m Chang [usij.r; 

3 T Muster (AuU 3,309; 4 Y Katrtrttov ,R 
3047; B R KrafCrt* irtethj 2^85: BGfo 
sew (Croat 2.710: 7 C Mo»a iSn* 2.3 *1? 

M RteiOtt»2J40; 9 TEnpvBiiSMte<2.1 
IS W Fenewa ISA) 1.935; 11 A Coda i - 
1^55: 12 B Becker (Geri U351; 13 A C 
retja (Sp) 1,790; 14TMa«n |US) 1,673: 

F ManWa iSp) 1.640; 18 r Henman ii 

1- 546: IT A Berasrtbfla (Spi 1.532: 1* 
EdbogtSM) 1510: USBuuQ iSpi 1 J 

20 M ROSSO (SM) 1,444. 

LEADING WTA RANKINGS; 1 U Hu 
(Stet): 2 S Grot (Gen; 3 M Seles lUSH 
Novara iCz Res): S A Sanchez Vcano if 
B C Manner (Sp): 7 L Dmenaort iu5). 
Huber (Get); ft I Mona (Craai: 10 A Coo 
ISA); U I Sprites iRoml. 12 K Hobaol 
(Stated: 13 MJfrtnixteziUSl;MSScfi 
McCarthy (Nath); IS M Pterco iFn; lfi h 
(US); 17 J Wnsner (Aui); 18 B Pamir, 

19 E UUxMseifl 9tel;20 SAopeimjns ■( 
BMWMEMra OPEN (Morteh) Rnt MW 
Enqwsl (Swe) m □ Hroan iSfcseun 6 3. t 
H Gumy (Arg) M J fteflo (Sp) 3-6 6- 1. 1 
S Qosedrt (Cz Repi bt J KmpoBcnaa ;Cer 

4 D-D M mappoussb lAusi w A Roauh 
(Oerl 7-fi 7-6; AGaudena (to lx A VoDmil 
W3«,WI1 Chpipenbor lArg) MSP 
er lAusi 4^ 6-4 6-3; H AIM (Mar) ot L Ar 
(Al® 7-5 6-4. 

ME8AB JVCNT8 CZECH 0P8I SIMM 
round: J tartan (SmaU bt M Tanara id l 

6- 1 8-2; R Frombeis I Aus) hr J Smcno 
8*2 8-2; & Smun iFrt beat F Roe iSpi 
6-3 6-4; G Eternal (Spi M L Poos ilnd> 

6-3 &4. 


.j .. . 



Frentzen’s driving force 

Derick Allsop on the German’s 
maiden grand prix win, page 30 


Neville dispels 


sport 
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Phn s^vy nieets Scotland's 
- , Hr lnd(^ucfifafe,page 30 
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GLENN MOORE 


Football Correspondent 



According to football 
legend, international 
weeks are preceded 
.ty an ancient Man- 
cunian ritual It supposedly in- 
volves the manager, these days 
Alex Ferguson, calling his in- 
ternational players into his of- 
fice and gently reminding them 
aboui that hamstring pull or 
pom strain they had forgotten 
“reention when their country 

The Welsh and Irish public 
who rarely see Ryan Giggs and 
Roy Keane in friendlies may not 
be convinced but, said Gary 
Neville yesterday, this scenario 
is a myth. 

Neville was at Bisbam Abbey 
yesterday for an England train- 
ing session, as he has been 
eyeiy time either Glenn Hod- 
dle or Teny Venables have 
picked him. He was even there 
tor England's last match, the 
friendly with Mexico, despite 
Hoddle and Ferguson a g ree ing 
that he had no chance of play- 
ings 

Neville, who is expected to 
win his 17th cap in England's 
World Cup tie against Georgia 
at Wembley tomorrow, said: 
“I've never even had a conver- 
sation with the manager about 
it. If I am selected, I just go. He 
wants us to play for England - 
the experience we can pick up 
stands us in good stead for 
United" 

Some might suggest that 
Neville is less important to 
United than Giggs or Keane, 
but they would be confusing his 
lower profile with ability. 
Neville's maturity and depend- 
able versatility mark him out as 
a future England captain and 
valuable current player. 

Hoddle, who allowed the In- 
jured goalkeeper Ian Walker to 
return to Tottenham yesterday, 
said: “Gary is very mature and 
accomplished at a very young 
age. He has played in the Eu- 
ropean Championships and in 
big European matches for Man- 
chester United and taken it all 
in his stride. 

“He’s doing it in the big 
games - as the stall he showed 
setting up Uuited’s third goal at 
Liverpool illustrated. If that 
bad been Cantona, Zola or 



Double act: Paul luce and Robbie Fowler (left) turn their backs on the ebulfient Jamie Redknapp and Steve McManaman at Bisham Abbey yesterday Photograph: Robert Natlam 


Juninho, then it would have 
been analysed over and over.” 

Neville regards himself as less 
proficient going forward than 
his brother, Phil, but he has per- 
formed just as well for England 
at wing-back as he has at full- 
back and also as part of a back 
three. 

Where he plays tomorrow 
night is uncertain. Hoddle ad- 
mitted that in switching to a 
back four half-way through the 
Mexico game he was mistaken 
in putting aQ his faith in the Ger- 
man model of three central 


defenders and wing-backs. Flex- 
ib ility is required. 

“7 played in three different 
p< sitions in Euro 96," Neville 
si d. “With players who can 
a< apt, it does not matter what 
tb i system is." 

The Toumoi de Bonce in 
Ji nc will be a chance for Hod- 
dl 2 to experiment and Neville 
pledged that, if selected, he 
juld be there despite sugges- 
ts that United want to rest 
feir players. “We’re playing 
, Italy and France. 1 might 
i/er get the chance to- play 


Brazil again - it is not the sort 
of thing you cum dawn. 

“I don’t feel tired. Given the 
right fitness advice, as we get at 
United, you should always be in 
good shape to play. At 22 you 
just play, you don’t think about 
it We trust the manager to look 
after us, he will rest us if he 
thinks we are tired." 

Neville also intimated that, 
whatever Ferguson decides to 
do about Eric Cantona, he wfll 
trust his judgement. Cantona 
has been heavily criticised in the 
wake of the European Cup 


eat by Be 
but Neville said he could not 
imagine him leaving. But he 
added, however, tbat if he did 
depart. United would continue 
to prosper. 


ers, it would not cross our i 
to think Eric wifi leave. He’s the 
captain,, other teams fear him: 
In every game you know the op- 
position manager has been 
telling his players bow to com- 
bat him and other United play- 
ers get freedom because of that 
He is so influential. He has such 


presences very few players in the 
Premiership inspire the same 
feelings in opponents. 

“I can’t imagine him in a dif- 
ferent shirt, as a fan or a team- 
mate, but two or three yearS ago 
I could not imagine Paul luce, 
Mark Hughes and Andrei 
Kanchelskis not wearing a Unit- 
ed shirt Since they have left we 
have progressed further in Eu- 
rope, won the double and, I 
hope, a second title." 

Ferguson will be at Wembley 
to watch Neville, David Beck- 
ham, and possibly, Gary Pallis- 


ber, Phil Neville and Nicky Butt 
playing. Butt sat out t raining 
yesterday morning, as did Les 
Ferdinand, as a precaution af- 
ter suffering minor niggles. 
They should be fit to playrf re- 
quired, as will Stuart Pearce, 
who fully extended his calf 
muscle injury for the first time. 

With only Walker missing 
from the original 25-man par- 
ty, England are, said Hoddle, “in 
the strongest position since Fve 
been manager". No excuses, 
then, not that there should be 
any need for them. 


Dalglish tempts Tomasson to Tyneside 0rfent 1,001 out simton 

^ Bl ■ t Peter Shilton's League career opponent’s penalty bcoc to make 

annears to be over. His contract chances in this division." 


ALAN NIXON 


Kenny Dalglish has made Jon 
Dahl Ibmasson his third major 
signing Tor Newcastle United in 
a£L5m move that will take the 
Dane from the Dutch Cup fi- 
nalists, Heerenveen to, Tyneside 
in the summer. 

The attacking midfielder is 
one of the top scorers in the 
Netherlands this season, and 
even before his arrival at New- 
castle he is being touted as a 
long-term replacement for Pe- 
ter Beardsley. Ibmasson is sign- 
ing a deal worth an estimated 


£30,000 a week, making him the 
biggest of Dalglish’s three sign- 
ings so fax after Bradford City's 
Des Hamilton and the Geor- 
gian, Temur Ketsbaia. 

Blackburn, Dalglish's previ- 
ous dub, were also endeavour- 
ing to strengthen their squad 
yesterday by making a £2m bid 
for the French international 
right-back Patrick Blondes u. 

The Rovers chairman, Rob- 
ert Coar, tabled an offer at the 
weekend to Monaco for the de- 
fender after Roy Hodgson, who 
will move to Ewood Park in the 
summer, told him to make the 
approach. Blondeau impressed 


jdgson in the two games 
ajainst his Interoazionale side 
id the Uefa Cup semi-final. 
Blackburn are competing with 
both Sheffield Wednesday and 
Rangers for the Frenchman’s 
signature. 

The Football League has re- 
fused a request from the satel- 
lite broadcaster. Sky Sports, to 
switch Hereford United’s cru- 
cial Third Division survival 
milch with Brighton at Edgar 
Street from Saturday to Sunday 
)rder to screen the game live. 

i Hull, a League spokes- 
jn, said: “Sky asked the 
le to move the game for- 


ward to Sunday but, after con- 
sulting both clubs and the local 
police, we fell the game should 
remain on Saturday.” 

The Torquay United chair- 
man Mike Bateson said he is 
disillusioned with the “apathy 
and antipath/* in professional 
football and intends standing 
down at the end of the season. 
Bateson has been in charge at 
Plainmoor for seven seasons, in- 
vesting £1 3m in the Third Di- 
vision club. 

Bateson said: “After the trials 
and tribulations of the last few 
years, h is becoming, increasingly 
difficult for me to conjure up the 


enthusiasm and optimism which 
is a prerequisite of running a 
football dub. 1 have had my ups 
and downs but I’m increasingly 
tired of the apathy and antipa- 
thy in the professional game. 

*Td like to stress, however, 
that the people who have had 
a go at me over tbe years would 
not push me one inch towards 
resigning if I did not feel I'Ve 
had enough.” Bateson intends 
to sell Ks 82 per cent majority 
shareholding in the dub. His 
wife, a fellow director, will also 
sell her shares. 

Leeds United's chief executive 
quits, page 21 


Peter Shilton's League career 
appears to be over. IBs contract 
with Leyton Orient has been 
terminated because the former 
England goalkeeper, who is 
the only player with 1,000 
League games under his belt, 
can no longer belt the ball far 
enough. 

The 47-year-old played only 
10 times for the Third Division 
side, induding his landmark 
1,000th, after joining them from 
West Ham last November. 

Orient’s manager, Tommy 
Thylor, said: “Peter is magnifi- 
cent for his age and if he could 
kick the ball I would keep him: 
It sounds silly but you need a 
goalkeeper to ta'ckiL into your 


meet’s penalty boot to make 
ices in this division. ” 

Orient's chief scout, Steve 
Shorey, added: “I wouldn't like 
to say anything against a play- 
er who has served the game so 
well. .. other dubs might be in- 
terested in him.” 

He pointed out that Shilton, 
who is to play several games In 
Hong Kong, was Orient’s first 
choice until he was injured and 
thedub signed Paul Hyde, who 
has taken over the No 1 jersey. 


Cronje 

pute 

Ireland in 
control 


Cricket 


ADAM SZRETER 

The South African captain Han- 
sie Cronje made an unbeaten 94 
for Ireland, who had Middlesex 

m series trouble when rain end- 
ed {day eariy in their Benson and 

Cup zonal match in 
lerday. . „ 

were 134 for b off 
322 overs, now needing to score 
at 828 per over in reply, to 281 
for 4 by Ireland, who last month 
narrowly missed out on a place 
in tbenext World Cup after fin- 
ishing fourth in the ICC Tr opfay ; 

Ldceste tshire posted a record 
for the 50-over version of the cup 
as they eased to. a 17S-run vic- 
tory over Scotland at Grace 
Road. They made 371 for 6 to 
beat Warwickshire's 369 for 8, 
made fast season when the tour- 
nament switched from 55 overs. 

Opener Darren Maddy made 
97 off 98 balls, and there were 
half-centuries from Iain Sut- 
cliffe, James Whitaker and 
Aftab Habib. Scotland were 
below full strength with eight of 
the squad which finished third 
in the ICC Trophy unavailable. 

Paul Jarvis hit a rapid un- 
beaten 42 and then took 3 for 30 
as Sussex’s bright start to the sea- 
son continued at Hove, where 
they beat Hampshire by 49 runs. 
Despite 65 from John Stephen- 
son Hampshire were never in 
contention after being set 233. 

Kent scrambled to a four-wick- 
et win off the last baB against Sur- 
rey atThe Oval. Needing two to 
wip, Mark Fulham hit Ben HoF 
Koake for a straight six. Matthew 
Fleming's 5 for 54 for Kent gave 
him the Gold Award, and there 
were half-centuries for Kent's 
Matthew Walker and Surrey’s 
Alec Stewart 

. At Bristol, British Universi- 
ties went down by 122 rims 
against Gloucestershire, whose 
spinner Martyn Ball took 4 fdk 
22. The Thsmanian Shaiin 
Young hit 52 ata run a Ml for 
the Gold Award, while for this 
students Robin Martin-Jenkins 
finished with 4 for 57 and wick- 
etkeeper Tim Bailey made 52. 

At Trent Bridge Durham are 
within right of their first win over 
a first-class ride smee 28 July Iasi 
year thanks to David Boon's 
third half-century in four inning. 
When rain stopped play Not- 
tinghamshire were 94 for 3 from 
26 overs, needing 232 to win. 

Only 10.5 overs were possible 
in the Roses match at Old Traf- 
ford, with Yorkshire 43 without 
loss, and at Lakenham Chris 
Adams was unbeaten on 95 as 
Derbyshire reached 166 for 2 
chasing the Minor Counties’ 
257. Tbe former Derbyshire 
player Mark Fell made 67 and 
Riarard Dalton 76 off 59 balls. 

Reports, scoreboard, page 31 
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ACROSS 

1 Is inquisitive however the 
French feature in old 
house? (6,4) 

6 Catty report gives me audi- 
ble expression of pain (4) 

9 In time far geologist to 
curse trips interrupted by 
expen (10) 

10 Mark holiday resort bor- 
ough ignored (4) 

12 Might such lines be bound 

• to mccr without precedent? 

15 Protected species? (9) 

17 One finding power in hon- 
and drive (5) 
nglish man said to have 
modern communication 

(1-4) 

19 Spells controlling awfauy 
cosy organisation (4,5) 


20 Perhaps Bismarck’s sad 
tone (8,4) 

24 Top dog’s sound (4) 

25 House one with intelligence 
that’s outrageous (10) 

26 Observe Germany's poten- 
tial Wimbledon champion? 

(4) . t . . 

27 In check, given hesitation, 
was consumer obstinate? 
( 10 ) 

DOWN 

1 Speed and power expert (4) 

2 Animal found in Gib. ex- 


yr, detains 


3 Rose window, say. aeis 
awfully good girl (75) 

4 Oue with uidination to be 
observed in a laugh? (5) 

5 Return of a two-faced 
politician is praiseworthy? 
(«> 


7 Use day put in order to 
represent tree (10) 

8 Best type of universal in- 
struction (5-5) 

11 Comprehensive in culls de- i 
signed to be limited to IK- 1 
ing(3-9) 

13 Taps were fitted to control 
one’s pressure in these? 

(5*5) 

14 One s mate Cahim surpris- 
ingly is nor spotted (10) 

16 Sign proceeded to maintain 
one’s a bookish type (9) 

21 Live to deceive and gjve a 
false impression (5) 

22 Fusses over chemical (4) 

23 Rum bit of land in the 
main? (4) 
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Question of confidence 
for battling Parrott 


Snooker 


GUY HODGSON 

reports from the Crucible, 

Sheffield 

What happened next? John 
Parrott is more familiar as a per- 
manent feature on Question Of 
Sport these days, but while that 
normally suggests retirement 
has either been reached or is im- 
pending, he obviously plans 
something more vigorous. 

Parrott, 36, readied bis ninth 
quarter-final io 14 Embassy 
World Championships yester- 
day when he defeated Antho- 
ny Hamilton 13-11 and while 
tbat might not sound like a over- 
whelming margin, he began 
making comparisons with his 
1991 title victory. 

“No one is talking about me 
as a potential winner,” he said, 
“ana in that I’m in a similar po- 
sition to when I won here. I had 
a poor season then and this year, 
although I got to the find of the 
European Open, my results 
have been mixed. 

“I still haven’t got my safety 
together, I find the tables very 
quick, but I believe I’m still a 
good match player. Tm very 
hard to beat." Did he feel 
good? “If I got any happier I’d 
be walking around looking like 
Bonnie Langford," he replied. 

The smile on the fourth 
seed’s face frequently looked 
strained, however, during a 
match which he described as 
“bizarre”. He began by scoring 
only nine points in the first four 
frames and forfeited the 11th 
when he was called for three 


successive misses when the cue 
ball rolled away from a red, 
“Whoever put the spirit- 
level on that table must be from 
the Marty Feldman school,’’ he 
said. “There was no way the 
table was straight. I’ve never 
seen a roll like that before.’’ 

Away from these deviations 
from the straight and narrow, 
the quality of the snooker was 
often very high. Hamilton has 
reached the last 16 io ranking 
tournaments nine times and 
failed to get any further, yet he 
had three century breaks mthis 
match and refused to let Parrott 
run away when the former 
champion appeared to be head- 
ing for a commanding lead, 

At 11-11. Parrott found his 
best form, knocking in a 133 in 
the penultimate frame and then 
trapping Hamilton in a web of 
snookers in the last, “fve got a 
bit of experience on my side,” 
he said. “I need something 
against these young lads." 

In between his first- and sec- 
ond-round matches, Parrott 
filmed two Question of Sport 
programmes for the BBC but he 
does not see it as a distraction. 
“If .anything it’s a bonus," he 
said. “It's a good way to relax: 

I wouldn't let anything interfere 
with my snooker. It’s foremost 
in my mind." • 

Snooker has always been 
hig h up in Steve Davis's list of 
priorities, but sometimes you 
cannot win no matter how vou ‘ 
are playing. He used to inflict 
horrible defeats on opponents 
who did little wrong but could' 
not cope with the weight of the 
scores he would post against 


them. On Sunday night, the 
biter was well and truly bit, his 
worst world championship de- 
feat since Tony Knowles beat 
him 10-1 15 years ago. 

Davis was, by his own ad- 
mission, annihil ated 13-3 by 
Ken Doherty. “It was very ther- 
apeutic watching it all drift 
away/ tbe six-times champion 
said. “It was an interesting ex- 
perience to say the least." When 
you have been beaten a session 
early and by such a compre- 
hensive margin, the pain of de- 
feat is deadened to the point of 
jocularity. 

"No matter what T did it 
wouldn’t work," he continued. 
“I tried to take the foot off the 
pedal and still it made no dif- 
ference. By the end, I adopted 
the ’couldn’t care less’ philos- 
ophy. At one stage I’m sure I 
was playing with the wrong 
cue, oy the end Fm sure it was 
the wrong arm.” 

Doherty, by his own manag- 
er Ian Dqyie% a dmissio n- is an 
under-achiever in snooker. He 
haswtmoneran^igttxiinameat, 
but so much more was expected 
when he made his debut at the 
Crucible in 1991 at the age Of 21. 
Against Davis, he displayed what 
people had predicted ax years 
ago: relentless potting. 

Was that the best he had 
played recently, be was asked: 
"Never mind this season, 1 
haven’t played played like that 
for. a couple of seasons. Every 
time I got in I seemed to score 
heavily. Steve has given me a 
few beatings in the past and I 
washappyto return the favour." . 

Results, Digest page 31 
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The Alfred Dunhill Londinium Watch. 

Model shown bl-coiour DQ aS5$L 
Londinium range from £795 
- Available in. Sieef. Bi-colaur ond I Set 'Gold versions 

Alfred Dunbtll watches are available at" 
selected branches of the Goldsmiths group, one of 
the country's leading retail jewellers with over 
120 branches nationwide. For details of your nearest 
stockist, or a brochure coll free on 
P800.G-O-L-D-5 M1-T H-S (0800 465376). 
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